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Sermon f

THREE HUNDRED HEROES

“The LORD said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you
and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the other men go, each to his own place.”
®So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites to their tents but kept the three hundred,
who took over the provisions and trumpets of the others.

Now the camp of Midian lay below him in the valley.

(Judges 7:7~8)

hree hundred military men may sound like a lot, but in a nation to nation

war, like the one between the |sraelites and Midianites, it is really
nothing. God caused the Midianites to be the enemy of Israel, “Again the
Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven years he gave them
into the hands of the Midléniies“uudg. 8:1). The Midianites were a cruel
enemy that forced Israel to dwell in hidden mountain crevices, “Because the
power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared shelters for
themselves in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds” (Judg. 6:2). The
Midianites weakened the [sraglites to such an extent that the Israelites cried
out to God for relief, “Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried
out to the LORD for help“(Judg. 6:6). God heard their cries and sent them a
prophet to remind them of their past disobedience and consequent
punishment, “When the Israelites cried to the LORD because of Midian, he
sent them a prophet, who said, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel,
says: | brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. | snatched you
from the power of Egypt and from the hand of all your oppressors. | drove
them from before you and gave you their land. | said to you, ‘| am the LORD
your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live."
But you have not listened to me'“(Judg. 6:7~10).-God then choose Gideon to
save the lIsraelites from the Midianites, “When the angel of the LORD
appeared to Gideon, he said, ‘The LORD is with you, mighty warrior.’---'Go in
the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am | not sending
you?'“(Judg. 6:12~14). Gideon wanted proef that it was the Lord speaking to
him, “If now | have found favor in your eyes, give.me-a sign that it is really
you talking to me” (Judg. 6:17). God proved His authority to Gideon by
displaying a miracle to him (Judg. 6:21~22), and also proved His promise to
save Israel through Gideon by two more miracles (Judg. 6:36~40). Once
Gideon was convinced the Lord was with him, he listened and submitted his
mind to God. Gideon gathered thirty-two thousand (32,000) warriors to fight
against the Midianites. God decreased that number to only three hundred
(300) men. Why did God choose these three hundred heroes?

These three hundred were courageous men, “The LORD said to Gideon,
“You have too many men for me to deliver Midian into their hands. In order
that Israel may not boast against me that her own strength has saved her,
announce now to the people, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back
and leave Mount Gilead.” So twenty-two thousand men feft, while ten
thousand remained”(Judg. 7:2~3). The Israelites saw the strength of their
enemy. The vast majority were scared, and welcomed the opportunity for
withdrawal. Ten thousand courageous men stayed. God did not need the
fearful. Fear is the opposite of faith, but faith and courage are the best of
friends. Joshua was a slave for most of his life, and therefore lacked a formal
education, His strength came from believing in God. God specifically
commanded him, “Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these
people to inherit the land | swore to their forefathers to give them. Be strong
and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave
you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful
wherever you go. Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth;
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything
written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. Have | not
commanded you? Be strong and couragecus. Do not be terrified; do not be

discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go”{Josh.

1:6~9). Psalm 27:14 reminds us, “Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart
and wait for the Lord.” The Christian life is a life of faith. When we face the
temper we must be brave. Jesus prayed, “My prayer is not that you take
them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one, They are
not of the world, even as | am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word
is truth”(Jn. 17:156~17). We must have courage as we stand in faith on the
Word of God. Ten thousand of Gideon’s men showed their courage, but
were not heroes yet.

These three hundred were careful men, "But the Lord said to Gideon,
‘There are still too many men. Take them down to the water, and | will sift
them for you there. If | say, ‘This one shall go with you," he shall go; but if |
say. ‘This one shall not go with you,” he shall not go." So Gideon took the
men down to the water. There the Lord told him, "Separate those who lap
the water with their tongues like a dog from those who kneel down to
drink™ (Judg. 7:4~5). Evidently nine-thousand seven hundred (9,700) men
knelt down to drink and only three hundred (300) used their hands to bring
the water to their mouths while standing upright. All the men were thirsty,
and those that knelt down showed that they were more concerned about
getting water than watching out for the enemy. Those that lifted the water to
their mouths and licked the water from their hand displayed that the battle
was more important than the drink. Good soldiers always stand prepared.
The Christian life is a constant battle. 1 Peter 5:8~9 tell us, “Be self-
controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith,
because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing
the same kind of sufferings.” The Lord dismissed nine thousand seven
hundred men, leaving only three hundred to fight. These three hundred knew
the enemy substantially outnumbered them and had better weapons,
because they had no weapons. All they possessed was their belief in
Gidecn's leadership from God and God Himself.

These three hundred were committed men, which is why they became
heroes. They did not analyze the enemy’s strengths. Their motivation for
success was faith. They didn't have special training, strategies, or weapons.
God asked Gideon to equip each one with a pitcher, torch, and trumpet. Can
you imagine such weapons? These three hundred men didn't discuss God's
methods or try to bring in their own ideas; they just listened and obeyed.
They were truly committed to the Lord. They choose to stay with thé Lord no
matter what. They choose to stand on God's side, even when others left for
the other side, the politically correct side, the wealthier and healthier side,
the world's power side. They did not fear! Even though they became a
minority, they were proud of the Lord and trusted His promise. They were
committed to the Lord, and accepted their strange weapons. They only
believed God.

My dear friends, | want to really emphasize these three hundred heroes
because when we read about them we see true faith in action. Faith makes
the Lord happy. Faith glorifies God. What type of person are you? Are you
courageous, careful, and committed in your walk of faith? “For in justa very
little while, "He who is coming will come and will not delay. But my righteous
one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, | will not be pleased with
him'" (Heb. 10:37~39). All believers, all those who have been made righteous
by God, live by faith. True believers trust God in everything. Amen. i
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