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Sermon for Next Sunday

| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

PLENTIFUL HARVEST

) Now after this the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them in pairs ahead of Him to every
city and place where He Himself was going to come. ® And He was saying to them, “The harvest is
plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
into His harvest. ® “Go; behold, I send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves. (Luke 10:1~3)

\/\/hm Jesus appointed seventy disciples to go in pairs ahead of Him to
every city and place where He Himself was going to come, He told
them, “The Harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore beseech
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. Go; behold, |
send you out as lambs in the midst of wolves”(vv. 2&3). Jesus chose
specific people to send to specific places. Often times Christians think that
Jesus just asks them to go anywhere, but that is simply not true. He
chooses certain people for certain places.

Jesus is concerned about every single soul. He looks for those who need
the gospel. He asks Christians to be concerned for human souls also, but
most of them really are not. They are more concerned with public
appearances and private matters. Indeed, the seriousness of a plentiful
harvest with few laborers is a remote idea in this 21st century. Few implore
the Lord on such significant matters, even though He asks you too. The Lord
God says that if, "My people, who are called by My name humble
themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways,
then | will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land" (2
Chr. 7:14). Many lands need healing, but without the harvest workers they
remain in sin.

What is the harvest? The harvest is human beings and “the field is the
world"(Mt. 13:38). The world is broken down into many nations, filled with
millions upon millions of people, and not even half of them have heard the
gospel because of the lack of laborers. Jesus asks that you pray for laborers.
He does not just look for lost souls; He also looks for laborers. He looks for
laborers who have the kind of attitude described in Psalm 126:5&86, “Those
who sow in tears shall reap with joyful shouting. He who goes to and fro
weeping, carrying his bag of seed, shall indeed come again with a shout of
joy, bringing his sheaves with him.” Do you have this attitude? Nowadays
peaple go to church, proclaiming to love Jesus, but very few actually listen
to Him. Qur 21st century churches have few laborers!

Christians are laborers. As a laborer, you cannot go your own way. Jesus
must send you, and you must go voluntarily, not forcibly. Jesus prayed, "As
You sent Me into the world, | also have sent them into the world”(Jn. 17:18).
Jesus knows everything, so that if you listen to Him everything will work out
wonderfully. The problem is that most churchgoers do not listen to Jesus.
Instead, they want Jesus to listen to them. John the Baptist was a man sent
from God(Jn. 1:6), and if you are a Christian, then you are a man or woman
sent by Jesus. You cannot go out into the world with your own selfish
motives. Jesus uses His Holy Spirit to lead and guide you. When Jesus’
disciples were ministering to the Lord and fasting, “the Holy Spirit said, "Set
apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the waork to which | have called them.”
Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid their hands on them, they
sent them away"(Acts 13:2&3). Remember when an angel of the Lord
spoke to Philip saying, “Get up and go south to the road that descends from
Jerusalem to Gaza"(Acts 8:26). Laborers have to go out by the way of the
Holy Spirit.

Laborers are people who love souls. Their heart burns for the salvation of
others. Jesus loves you. He died for you. You need that cross in your heart in

order to love others. John 4:35 says, "Do you not say, ‘There are yet four
months, and then comes the harvest?’ Behold, | say to you, lift up your eyes
and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest.” Most of today's
Christians do not think that it is harvest time. Those who do realize there is a
harvest do not think God gives them the opportunity, claiming they cannot
find the time. This is pure nonsense! Please open your spiritual eyes and see
how plentiful the harvest is.

Everyone knows that when the harvest is ready you cannot delay. When
the apple trees are ripe, if you do not pick the apples they will fall to the
ground and rat. Harvest time means everything must be harvested or spoil.
It is a very busy time, with no reom for playing or being idle. The Lord needs
every hand and every laborer's brow will sweat because there is no time to
waste. The harvest is plentiful right now. Souls are dropping and Jesus is
calling for you to go, but you keep telling Him you are tired or busy. If you
listen to Him, there is a reward. Psalm 30:5 says, "For His anger is but for a
moment, His favor is for a lifetime; weeping may last for the night, but a
shout of joy comes in the morning.” You have to be tough so that you can
have a good harvest. We are standing on holy ground and Jesus is talking to
us. His Holy Spirit is telling us where to go and to whom, if only we listen. If
we are humble, denying ourselves, Jesus will explain what we need to
know, The problem is that we are too busy with our own stuff. Listen
people, we are living on His property. He has taught us His method of living,
every principle we need to know, and He asks us to go, go, go and live the
life He has called us to live.

Jesus told the seventy disciples, “Whatever house you enter, first say,
‘Peace be to this house.’ If a man of peace is there, your peace will rest on
him; but if not, it will return to you. Stay in that house, eating and drinking
what they give you; for the laborer is worthy of his wages. Do not keep
moving from house to house. Whatever city you enter and they receive you,
eat what is set before you; and heal those in it who are sick, and say to
them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you." But whatever city you
enter and they do not receive you, go out into its streets and say, ‘Even the
dust of your city which clings to our feet we wipe off in protest against you;
yet be sure of this, that the kingdom of God has come near”(Lk. 10:5-11).

When the seventy returned, they returned with great happiness. They had
a good harvest. Jesus said to them, “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that
the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are recorded in
heaven”(Lk. 10:20). What a great reward! | have been with this church for
about nine years now. When | first came, the elders told me that we had
about 7,000 people who tithed, and | told them | wanted to send out 7,000
missionaries, No one really believed me, and | am sure several thought | was
crazy, but after nine years, we have already sent out 8,500 laborers. This is a
blessing, but the harvest is still plentiful. The world needs to hear the gospel,
and our church needs to preach the gospel to all who would hear. Real
believers, those who are actually going to heaven because their names are
written there, not people who just say they are Christians, are few in
number, so please pray for the Lord to send out more laborers. Amen. i
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