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I Sermon of pastor Kim I

-
da.b

"rhe book of Genesis is about the beginning of many things: the world,
man, sin, civilization, the nations, and Israel. The word itself means
“origin" or "beginning." Today's message focuses upon the beginning of the
nations through one man, Abraham. It's an incredible story that reaches to
the heart of every Christian and teaches us the all importance of starting
with God in faith. So often we start in the direction of our own geals,
under the premise that we believe it is God's plan. Abraham started his
real life with God and without his own goals. He was called to
wholeheartedly invest in God and begin an unknown adventure that
required him tfo live by faith, not sight. It was and sfill is a menumental
point in God's salvation plan. Before we jump into the significance of
today's verses, it's important we have an understanding of the history that
led up to them.

In the beginning of human histery, God created the world and
everything in and around it. He did this by the power of His word, “Then
God said," and whatever He said was! He created the first human beings,
Adam and Eve, in His image, unlike the animals. He gave them life from His
breath and created the most beautiful place, the Garden of Eden, from
which they could rule the things of this world and live in harmony with God
and His creation. Adam and Eve lived in a world without sin. Regrettably,
they didn't follow the word of God and ate from the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil. Their sin was more than merely eating forbidden fruit; it
was disobeying the revealed word of God, believing the lie of Satan, and
placing their own wills above God's. Sin, with all its dreadful consequences,
now entered the human race and the world in general. The relationship
between God and man was broken. The curses of sin came into affect and
God's judgment fell upon the serpent, the man, and the woman. He drove

| them from the garden as both a punishment and an act of mercy, lest they
| should eat of the tree of life and live forever in a state of death and
| alienation.

Despite man's sin and rebellion against God, God's love and mercy still
continued, In the time from Adam to Noah, the earth’s population grew
rapidly because of human longevity. The extreme wickedness of man grew
to such proportions that God was sorry He had made man. The Lord said,
"I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from
man fo animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky: for I am sorry
that I have made them" (6:7). But Noah found faver in the eyes of the
Lord because he was a righteous man, blameless in his time, and he walked

| with God. So, God flooded the earth and spared only Noah and his family.

After the flood, God promised never to flood the earth again, but
mankind, once again, dove deep into rebellion against God. Whereas He
instructed them to scatter through the earth, they came together in fear
and built a tower to prevent people from scattering. At the tower of
Babel, God intervened and confused mankind's language to scatter them.

It's here, in mankind's confusion, that we come to the wonderful story
of the beginning of the nations, the call of Abraham, “Now the Lord said
to Abram, 'Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from
your father's house, to the land which I will show you™ (v. 1). God called
Abraham directly to faith. He asked him to leave his country and family, a
very, very dangerous move in a tribal society. Also, God didn't show or
describe to Abraham his new land so that he might be more motivated to
follow. Oh no, God simply said, "I will show you." This future tense means
that Abraham had nothing to rely on but God's word. His eyes were empty.
He had to move from the familiar to unfamiliar, in other words, from the
material world to the spiritual world. For the first time in the Bible, a
human is required to step out in faith—to dangerously risk everything!

The proof of Abraham's faith was his obedience. He listened to God.
One can only imagine the trials and tribulations he had to go through in his
faith. His family probably thought he was absolutely nuts and pressured
him to stay. They most likely thought he was stupid and deserving of
whatever bad things would befall him. Nonetheless, with all the

START WITH GOD

" Leave your country, your people and your father's household
and go to the land I will show you - "

(Genesis 12:1-3)

contrasting elements that surrounded him, inside and out, Abraham walked
on in faith. He ignored the temptations of others and simply trusted in
God without seeing the benefits.

God promised Abraham that if he would start with Him in faith and
follow Him in faith that He would make him a great nation, bless him, make
his name great, and make him a blessing (v. 2). This sovereign promise of
God was fulfilled through Abraham's faithfulness, "In hope against hope
he believed, so that he might become a father of many nations according
to that which had been spoken, 'So shall your descendants be.” Without
becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead
since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah's
womb; yet, with respect fo the promise of God, he did not waver in
unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God" (Rom 4:17-19). Amen!
Indeed, he became a great nation, the founder of the Jewish nation,
through his descendants Isaac and Jacob. The promise of blessing him and
making his name great was fulfilled in Abraham’s temporal blessing of
material wealth (see 13:2; 24:35), spiritual blessings (see 21:22), and fame
(see 23:6). He was a blessing because of the consequence of God's blessing
upon him!

By starting with God and following God in faith, God also promised
Abraham, “And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses
you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed"
(v. 3). Abraham was the source of faith that enabled all his descendants to
be blessed, through which none greater than Jesus Christ was born, and
with whom we ourselves are related. Amen! Through his faith, Abraham
became God's friend, so that whoever blesses him gets blessed and
whoever curses him gets cursed. No one can ignore the Israelites because
God gave Abraham to His salvation plan. Every nation, every family, is
blessed through his starting with God in faith. Through Abraham our
Savior came to this earth, so that whosoever comes to Him receives
blessing. Through Abraham, the whole earth was able to receive God's
greatest blessing, the sacrifice of His only Son for the payment of all sin.
So that whoever believes in the Lord God, starts with Him in faith,
becomes a disciple of Jesus Christ, a descendant of Abraham. “And Jesus
said to them, 'Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.'
Immediately they left their nets and followed Him" (Mk. 1:17418). Just as
Abraham immediately obeyed the call and commands of God, so too the
followers of Jesus must respond.

As Abraham was directly called by God to start with Him in faith, so
too we are directly called by God to start with Him in faith. God's calling
you! "He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His kind
intention which He purposed in Him with a view o an administration
suitable to the fullness of the times, that is, the summing up of all things
in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth” (Eph. 1:9410). In
Christ, you have the blessing of living in harmony with God. God promises
you, like Abraham, that if you follow Him in faith you will receive the
promised land of eternal life (see Jn. 3:16). When you start with God and
trust in Him through your faith in Christ, you become a blessing, His
friend, His child.

Many in the world today start their life with money, education, a strong
reliance on technology, or through a joint venture. Some start with their
parents, brother, sister, or friend. Let's confess our true faith and start
with God. Adam and Eve were kicked out of Garden of Eden, the flood of
Noah flushed out the entire earth, the world at Babel was scattered, but
through all this God still loves humanity, His creation. He called Abraham
and showed him the specific way to live in harmony with Him. Through
faith, He promised blessing, immense blessings, in which we become His
family. "Now therefore, put away the foreign gods which are in your midst,
and incline your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel” (Josh. 24:23).
Amen! Material things and our own desires detract from faith. Let's put
them away, go to Ged, and serve Him. |
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