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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

THE LORD I5 MY STRENGTH, SONG & SALVATION

“The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; This is my God,
and I will praise Him; My father’s God, and I will extol Him.
(Exodus 15:2)

od is so many things to believers. Sometimes, He is their Lily of
Gthe Valleys, Morning Star, Word of Life, and Good Shepherd.
Sometimes, He is their Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal God
and King of Peace. Especially in today's chapter, all the Israelites and
Maoses witness the many miracles of God, and that He really delivered
them from Egypt. Over here, they finally realize who God is and give a
strong profession, “The Lord is my strength and song, and He has
become my salvation”(Ex. 15:2).

Is the Lord your strength? There are many conflicts in the Christian
life that involve pain and suffering because of the way of the cross. If
you are a real believer, a true Christian, you cannot deny that all
believers must journey down the narrow path. Unfortunately, many of
today's churches preach the opposite message, which says that when
you become a Christian life is easy and carefree. Paul prayed that God
would grant the Ephesians, “according to the riches of His glory, to be
strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man”(Eph.
3:16). It is not about outside earthly, material possessions that others
can see, but an inside richness. As believers fight in the battles of
Christianity, their inner selves are empowered through the glory of
God. His power makes endurance and perseverance possible during
hard times. 1 John 4:4 says, “You are from God, little children, and
have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he
who is in the world.” Believers have to be in Jesus Christ because it is
through His power that they become strong. He strengthens the inner
self of believers, so that they can experience the joy and happiness of
the Lord. Paul advises believers, "Suffer hardship with me, as a good
soldier of Christ Jesus”(2 Tim. 2:3). Soldiers understand that hard
times and difficult battles lie ahead. Paul encourages believers, “Fight
the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were
called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many
witnesses (1 Tim. 6:12). If you take hold of temporary life, instead of
eternal life, your strength will fail. Habakkuk testified, "The Lord God is
my strength, and He has made my feet like hinds' feet, and makes me
walk on my high places"(Hab. 3:19). Wherever your feet must travel,
the Lord God will lead you. Isaiah 40:31 says, "Yet those who wait for
the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like
eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become
weary." As a final point, Psalm 23:4 says, "Even though | walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, | fear no evil, for You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”

Is the Lord your song? Actually, the life of a Christian is a melody
filled with joy, not complaining and grumbling. Real Christians have
special character; they can sing in times of trouble! They cannot sing
through their own power, but through God's power praise and worship
flows through their mouths. If you have not experienced this kind of
music, your faith is not strong enough. It is just like if your lungs are
not strong, your bedy cannot have harmony. The early church, as

written in the Book of Acts, truly witnessed the Lord as their song.
Peter was scared before the coming of the Holy Spirit, but afterwards,
he and one hundred and twenty people began singing and praising the
Lord. They started proclaiming the gospel, and "praising God and
having favor with all the people”(Acts 2:47). When the lame man
heard the name of Jesus, “With a leap he stood upright and began to
walk; and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and
praising God"(Acts 3:8). After Peter and John told their companions
about their persecution experience in front of their rulers and elders
and scribes, their companions “lifted their voices to God with one
accord and said, 'O Lord, it is You who made the heaven and the earth
and the sea, and all that is in them’”(Acts 4:24). Following a severe
beating and imprisonment for healing a demon-possessed girl, Paul
and Silas “were praying and singing hymns of praise to God"(Acts
16:25). If you become a Christian, you cannot shut your mouth. The
song of the Lord keeps pouring out. Ephesians 5:18&19 say, “And do
not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the
Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord.” David
sang of God, “He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our
God; many will see and fear and will trust in the Lord"(Ps. 40:3).
Lastly, Colossians 3:16 tells us, "Let the word of Christ richly dwell
within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another
with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness
in your hearts to God.”

Is the Lord your salvation? Colossians 1:13&14 say, “For He rescued
us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of
His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins.” God's grace is free. Salvation comes through redemption.
Redemption means you are born-again. Peter writes, "Blessed be the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great
mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance
which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved
in heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God through
faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time”(1 Pet. 1:3-6).
Can you believe it?

My dear friend, David sang to the Lord, “The Lord is my rock and my
fortress and my deliverer; My God, my rock, in whom | take refuge,
my shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold and my refuge;
my savior, You save me from violence"”(2 Sam. 22:2&3). He sang this
song because God was everything to him: his rock, fortress, deliverer,
shield, horn of salvation, stronghold, refuge, and savior. Are you a
believer? Do you really live the Christian life? Is the strength of the
Lord inside you? Do you sing the Lord's song? Has He become your
salvation? Please, come to the Lord, and He will give you inner
strength that will make His song lift you up to heaven. Amen. i
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