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| sermon for Next Sunday |

HARMONY IN THE CHURCH

" Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, ® make my joy complete by being of
the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. ¥ Do nothing
from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important
than yourselves; " do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests
of others. ® Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus (Philippians 2:1~5)

hen believers are of one accord wonderful things happen.

They pray together (Acts 1:14). The Holy Spirit fills them and
they talk about the gospel (Acts 2:4). They study God's Word and
have fellowship. Miracles take place (Acts 2:43). They experience
others coming to salvation and Christ's church growing (Acts 2:47).
Are these kinds of things happening in this church? The apostle
Paul challenged the Philippian church to be of one accord, one
mind, and one purpose. He told them, "Therefore if there is any
encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there
is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,
make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the
same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose” (vv. 1&2). Qur
church needs harmony, not different opinions. We need to stand
firm in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the
gospel. What can you do to make sure this happen?

You must first put away all self-interests. Paul told the Philippian
church, “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit”(v. 3). You
need to lay aside personal vanity and pride, so that Jesus can do
His work. To be united this church needs to stop all the arguing and
fighting. We need to get rid of the conflicts and contentions. We
need to end the strife, so that new life can grow. The only reason
for arguments is because one is weak in denying themselves and
strong in their own opinions. Galatians 5:13 says, "For you were
called to freedom, brethren; only do not turn your freedom into an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.” Love
does not tie people up, rather it frees them. Church meetings and
gatherings must be centered on Jesus and nothing else! This
church cannot have fools for leaders, "For even though they knew
God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they
became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was
darkened. Professing to be wise, they became fools”(Rom.
1:21&22). If you believe in Jesus and the cross, then you will deny
yourself and be in one accord, and all arguments will cease, “For
since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly,
and are you not walking like mere men?"(1 Cor. 3:3) Listen, if you
keep up this shameful behavior you will not see heaven, “Now the
deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: ... enmities, strife,
jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions,
enwvying, --- and things like these, of which | forewarn you, just as |
have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not
inherit the kingdom of God"(Gal. 5:19~21). Get rid of it all now.

If you want harmony in this church, you have to be humble. Paul
told the Philippian church, "but with humility of mind regard one
another as more important than yourselves; do not merely look out
for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of

others”(vv. 3&4). This is definitely a different dimension of self-
esteem. Paul calls on believers to give their highest esteem for
others. Esteem for others grows out of love. Love enables us to
forget the faults of others. If you build on a fault, expect an
earthquake! Love makes it possible for you to look for the best in
others. Paul said, "l affirm, brethren, by the boasting in you which |
have in Christ Jesus our Lord, | die daily”(1 Cor. 15:31). That is
what humble is all about, not issuing your voice. Romans 12:10
says, “Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference
to one another in honor.” This is what our church needs. We have
too many people proud of their church position, always striving for
higher authority. It is sad. 1 John 3:14 says, "We know that we
have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren.
He who does not love abides in death.” If you are not loving others
and looking at them as more important than yourself, what are you
doing here? If you really care about people you will have great joy in
your heart. Love “does not act unbecomingly; it does not seek its
own, is not provoked, does not take into account a wrong
suffered”(1 Cor. 13:5). Love is a humble and non-ending act.

Finally, for harmony to take root your disposition, your temper,
ought always to be that of Christ’s. Paul told the Philippian church,
"Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus" {v.
5). Jesus Christ humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the
point of death. This is Paul's most impertant point. You cannot
continue to argue, fight, and hold on to your selfish pride. Please
start honoring other people. Start loving others more than yourself.
Do not take for your benefit, but give for the benefit of others. If
your mind is like Christ, you will have victory over earthly desires. 1
John 5:4&5 say, “For whatever is born of God overcomes the
world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world—our
faith. Who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who
believes that Jesus is the Son of God?" If you believe it, then
instead of hating other people have community. Do not be selfish,
Start giving and stop hurting this church.

My dear friend, we learn from Jesus Christ, fram the cross
Jesus put down all His glory and became a Servant of Man. He
obeyed unto death. Please learn to deny yourself, take your cross,
and follow Him. | hope you will put away your self-interests and
just be humble. Let your attitude reflect Jesus. Then, you can
pray, be filled with the Holy Spirit and fellowship, talk about the
gospel, witness miracles, and experience the joy of others
coming to know Jesus. Your heart will be filled to the brim with
love, overflowing to others, as you run the race of life. If you and |
are going to build a beautiful church, we need harmony. Let us
harmonize! Amen. §
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