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Sermon for next weck [

Ancient Paths

(Jeremiah 6:13-16)

“This is what the LORD says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths,
ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.

e are living in an age where
Wpeuple are trying to tear down
many of our old-time beliefs. This is
the work of Satan Himself. Recently,
we hear people speak about the need
for a Gospel designed for this modern
age. They come along and try to give
us new things, things they have
hatched up, things that have no
foundation in God’s Word. Everybody
wants a new song. But certain things
are not simply outdated because
they're two thousand years old. The
Gospel today is the same Gospel that
Paul preached some two millennia
ago. It’s the same Gospel that trned
the world upside down! God is the
same as He was millions of years ago.
Jesus is the same yesterday, loday, and
forever (see Heb. 13:8). Yet, we find
people wanting to change the church’s
worship services and direction. They
want Christians to adopt to society. All
these things are not based on the
foundation that comes from the Word
of God. Today's Bible verses mention:

“For from the least of them even to
the greatest of them, Everyone is
greedy for gain, And from the prophet
even to the priest Everyone deals
falsely. They have healed the
brokenness of My people superficially,
Saying, ‘Peace, peace, But there is no
peace,” Were they ashamed because of
the abomination they have done? They
were not even ashamed at all; They did
not even know how to blush.
Therefore they shall fall among those
who fail; At the time that 1 punish
them, They shall be cast down, says
the Lord. Thus says the Lord, stand by
the ways and see and ask for the
ancient paths, Where the good way is,
and walk in it; And you shall find rest
for your souls. But they said, “We will
not walk in it (vv. 13-16).

Let’s focus on, “Thus says the
Lord, stand by the ways and see and
ask for the ancient paths™, Let’s look at
the ancient paths and really try to
understand them, so that our requests
in honoring God’s glory reflect His
ways.

The ancient paths led believers to
believe in God. The people of Judah
didn’t believe God. They believed in
society and greed. Real believers, like

But you said, *"We will not walk in it.

Abraham, truly believed in God and
followed His ways. Think of David,
who lamented, “The fool has said in

his heart, “There is no God.” They are
corrupt, they have committed
abominable deeds: There is no one
who does good” (Ps. 14:1). In other
words, the problem originates from
people’s hearts. They don’t believe.
Their hearts are filled with decay, evil,
and horrid deeds. So, no one who does
good is called a “fool” by the Lord.

When I visit my home in the
United States, I have to fly around
9600 kilometers. 1 say fly because 1
can’t even jump 2 meters. The flight
takes roughly fifteen hours at 20,000
feet in the air. Do you think the ability
to fly comes into action naturally? Of
course not! It took architects,
engineers, and pilots much time to
design a 767. It took enormous
resources and plenty of cautionary
measures. You can’t just say it
happened automatically. A lot of
thought went into such a project. Now,
look at the flowers. Did you know that
there are over 10,000 different kinds?
Do you think that just happens
naturally, without any designer or
builder?

Psalm 8 reads. “When 1 consider
Your heavens, the work of Your
fingers, The moon and the stars, which
You have ordained; What is man that
You take thought of him, And the son
of man that You care for him” (vv.
3&4)? Amen! David confessed the
true wonders of God’s fingers. He
proclaimed God’s creation of the
heavens, moon, and stars! He
understood that God made people of
the utmost importance from all His
creation. The very next day, David
said, “The heavens are telling of the
glory of Goed; And their expanse is
declaring the work of His hands (Ps.
19:1). Amen! All the universe
proclaims God's glory, even the
expanse proclaims His hand. And
what do the most important elements
of creation, humans, do? Their
philosophy and sciences try to get rid

i

going to have to face Him.

The ancient paths guided believers
1o believe in the Bible as God’s Holy
Word. Followers of God believe that,
“*All Scripture is inspired by God and
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in
righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). Amen!
Old Testament and New Testament
believers knew. without any doubts,
that “no prophecy was ever made by
an act of human will, but men moved
by the Holy Spirit spoke from God™ (2
Pet. 1:21). Man’s will did not originate
Seripture. Yet, men were involved as
the Holy Spirit bore them along as
they wrote, guarding them from
writing error and guiding them to write
God's Word 10 us. The Bible speaks
God's Word because it is God’s Word.
Think of Moses, who wrote the first
five books of the Bible, and Jeremiah,
Isaiah, and Daniel; all these people
were inspired by the ‘Holy Spirit.
Think of Paul, Mark, Matthew, Luke,
and John who wrote down, not their
own thoughts but God's! Think of
Peter, who was an uneducated,
fisherman. There’s no way this guy
could have written such marvelous
Bible verses. God dictated his thoughts
and Peter just wrote down God’s
Word, as did others.

When I'm preparing my sermons
for publication, werking on my school
project, or just writing responses to
church business, I dictate God’s
message lo the helpers He has
provided me, who in turn, under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, write
down God’s message. Let me tell you
that as the years have passed since my
arrival here, my English needs God’s
help! It’s phenomenal how God works
through His Spirit!

The ancient paths instructed God’s
children to understand that all humans
are sinners. “All of us like sheep have
gone astray, Each of us has turned 1o
his own way; But the Lord has caused
the iniquity of us all To fall on Him™
(Isa. 53:6). Amen! Another Bible verse
that probably comes to your mind

if God. Their thoughts are d on

witomatically is, “for all have sinned

the world, but God is, was, and always
will be. Amen! You can put Him out
of your life now, but some day you are

and fall short of the glory of God™
(Rom, 3:23). Everyone is involved in
Adam’s sin because everyone is

related to Adam. The Bible tells us that
Adam sinned and brought sin into the
life of every person. The Bible clearly
tells us that we all have some of the
old Adam in us, and that everyone
who goes on without Christ dies.
‘Why? Because the wage of sin is
death, “For the wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23).
Amen!

The ancient paths directed
believers to believe that humans need
to be born again. Nicodemus asked
Jesus, “How can a man be born when
he is old? He cannot enter second time
into his mother’s womb and be born,
can he” (In. 3:4). Jesus answered,
“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is
born of water and the Spirit he cannot
enter into the Kingdom of God. That
which is born of flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit™
(In, 3:5&6). Jesus’ answer changes
people’s lives for all time and eternity.
Judas Iscariot followed Jesus for three
years, But he was not born again. He
ended up committing suicide. He
didn’t go to God's place, but rather his
own, The Bible mentions that it would
have been better if he had not been
born, Why? Because he ended up
going to his own place, not God's!

Finally, the ancient paths
influenced believers in the truth that
the only way to escape hell and enter
heaven is through the blood of Jesus
Christ. “He who believes in the Son
has eternal life; but he who does not
obey the Son will not see life, but the
wrath of God abides on him™ (In.
3:36). The wrath of God falls on all
unbelievers! “Therefore there is now
no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus™ (Rom. 8:1). Amen!

My dearest friends, listen and
follow the ancient paths. Believe in
God, not the world. Believe that the
Bible is God’s Word, unchangeable,
infallible, and holy! Believe that you
are a sinner and need to be born again
through the blood of Jesus Christ, so
that you can escape hell and go
heaven! Stand by God’s Word, and see
and ask for the ancient paths! Let your
soul find rest.
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