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"21Sing, O Daughter of Zion;

'\!//ICIPATION OF GOD'S PROCLAMATIONS

I! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,

O Daughter of Jerusalem! "*The LORD has taken away your punishment, he has turned back your
enemy. The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm. -

At that time | will gather you; at that time | will bring you home. |1 will give you honor and praise
among all the peoples of the earth when | restore your fortunes before your very eyes,” says the LORD

(Zephaniah 3:14~20)

seminary professor once asked his senior graduating class
A what kind of pastors they all intended to become: The
majority of answers centered on responses like: visionary leader,
dynamic preacher, super evangelist, excellent administrator, caring
counselor, fabulous fundraiser, and so on. The professor was
saddened by their remarks because after studying the Bible for so
many years they all had the wrong answers. Instead of expecting
to be humble servants of God, his students wanted to be Jesus
Christ. This is a serious problem with so many of today's churches.
The church does not explain the wonderful ways of Jesus Christ,
but rather explains the popular plans of the senior pastor. Church
leaders cannot be powerful tools for God's glory through their own
personalities, talents, and capabilities. We cannot relate God's will
with our own. The will of humans does not relate to God's will. No
matter how poignant the personality or how powerful the talent,
human capabilities can not make true church leaders. Romans 3.9,
20, and 23 say, "What shall we conclude then? Are we any better?
Not at alll We have already made the charge that Jews and
Gentiles alike are all under sin.” “Therefore no one will be
declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather,
through the law we become conscious of sin.” “for all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God.” How can you and | become
humble servants of God, true church leaders?

Without Jesus, no one can be a servant of God. The church
absolutely needs God's grace. Some people think emulating the
pastor will help them to be strong church leaders. Only faith in
Jesus Christ can make a true servant of Ged. The Bible explains
the anticipation of God's proclamations, “Sing, O Daughter of Zion;
shout aloud, O Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O
Daughter of Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away your
punishment, he has turned back your enemy. The Lord, the King of
Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm”(Zeph.
3:14~15). Zion represents the city of God, Israel stands for the
people of God, and Jerusalem corresponds to Christ's palace.
God's promise of restoration applies to us today! He sent Jesus
Christ, so that we may not fear the evils of this world. We need
Jesus Christ! He is in our midst (Zeph. 3:16~17)! Christ is with
us! What do you have in the midst of your heart? Is it your pride,
your own will? We can have peace, not fear, through our faith in
Christ, “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we
have peace with Ged through our Lord Jesus Christ, through
whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we
now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God”(Rom
5:1~2}. Only faith in Christ can make you a servant of God. If you
hold on to your pride and own will, then like the seminary students

inary professor &1 poignant JIBi liﬂlt EE Mo
ss!iorgraduahng class tnmex w&)lﬂi’.‘ related A ASH B JS/HTARICH
visionary leader O0iXI% 2l X capabihm EIQQ
Tyl JIE g.an emulate (BREH LISE) 2Ysic

fabulous fundraiser
personalities 213, 43, 718 stand for~ ~& &¥sict

mentioned above you will act like you are the Messiah. Jesus
saved you, so you cannot be angry but joyful (Rom. 5:8~11).
Indeed, we are living in a sinful world that requires us to battle
every day. Without Jesus, you cannot be empowered and
encouraged to live for God’s glory. You need Jesus Christ in your
midst! Where is God's place in your family? What does He do in
your family? How do you celebrate in your family with Jesus? If He
is the center, then you will experience real happiness and love. You
need the grace of God.

How can you receive God's grace? Only by faith in Jesus Christ
(Rom. 1:16~17)!
terrible earth. You will experience all kinds of problems, but you

God will lead you. He is ever present on this

still have God who lives in your heart by faith. His fellowship will
comfort you and protect you so that in the end you can say, “I
have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, | have kept
the faith”(2 Tim. 4:7). My dear friend, “Let us fix our eyes on
Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God"(Heb. 12:2). God's
proclamations are sure and true. When you call on Him by faith He
will save you (Ps. 91:3~4). Like David, you can sing to God, "You
are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround
me with songs of deliverance”(Ps. 32:7). This 21st century life is
just as difficult to navigate as it was for David and all the believers
of the past. The Bible still gives us an anticipation of God's
proclamations. We need faith to stay on the narrow pathway. Only
a few people are really looking for this road to follow. How many
people do you know who store their treasures in heaven (Mt.
6:20~21). Jesus asked His disciples, "However, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"(Lk. 18:8). Where are
all the people of faith? Jesus said, “Enter through the narrow gate.
For wide is the gate and broad is the read that leads to
destruction, and many enter through it. But small is the gate and
narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it"(Mt.
7:13~14). Too many pastors and church goers are headed through
the wide gate and down the broad road.

Jesus came to this earth, and He's coming back again! Is your
anticipation centered on this proclamation? Stop werrying about
things, and start really living for Jesus. He's going to take care of
you, and of anyone that stands in your way (Zeph. 3:19). My dear
friend, stop using your own power. You need the grace of God to
move forward toward heaven. Only faith in Jesus Christ will give
you Geod's grace. Christ is coming soon, and | want you to accept
with anticipation all of God's proclamations. Amen. g
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