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(D Next Sunday s Message By Rev. Kim, Sung Kwan ©

THE VALLEY OF
BERACAH

(2 CHRONICLES 20:14-26)

eracah means blessing. The Valley of Beracah is a special
B place that is mentioned in Scripture to portray God' s
response towards true faith. Today' s message focuses on the
actual events which led to King Jehospaphat' s personal and
final victory over Judah's enemies in the Valley of Beracah. It
concentrates on the importance of humbly relying, believing,
praising, thanking, and worshiping God. It reveals the absolute
necessity of these actions in receiving God' s blessings. It also
shows us how through these actions in receiving God' s
blessings. It also shows us how through these actions we can
give and become blessings to God.

The biblical story begins with three countries intent
on atacking and killing Jehospaphat, "Now it came about
after this that the sons of Moab and the sons of Ammon,
together with some of the Reunites, came to make war
against Jehoshaphat” (vs, 1. Obviously, Jehoshaphat did something terribly
wrong to bring about such wrath. The truth is that he made a disastrous
military alliance with King Ahab (2 Chron. 18:2-3; 19:2). His sinful military
cooperation with Ahab was a defiant act against God that caused these
countries to make war against him.

When he heard the report that this ‘great multitude’ came against him,
“Tehoshaphat was afraid and turned his attention to seek the Lord, and
proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah” (vs.3). Jehoshaphat realized his
terrible predicament. He knew that he was in serious trouble and could not
win against so large an enemy. He had no chance for survival on his own. His
response to the horrible circumstances that surrounded him was to turn his
full attention to the Lord and declare a fast for all his people. So even though
Jehoshaphat committed sin, he was still a good king because of his overriding
faith in God.

He also eamestly prayed to the Lord in front of all Judah (vss.5-12).
Here we see Jehoshaphat' s trnue heart and faith in action! What' s interesting
to note is that, "All Judah was standing before the Lord, with their infants, their
wives and their children” (vs.13). All the people knew that they were going to
die if God didn’ t provide His help. Everyone relied on God and believed in
God for their salvation!

"Then in the midst of the assembly the Spirit of the Lord came upon
Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of
Mattaniah, the Levite of the sons of Asaph” (vs.14). God responded to
Jehashaphat' s prayer by sending His spirit to speak through the priest
Jahaziel. Through Jahaziel, God instructed all of Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem not to be alarmed over the great multitude of warriors that sought
to destroy them because the battle was not theirs but God' s (vs.15), God told
them where to go and there the enemy would be. Most espedially He said,
“You need not fight in this battle; station yourselves, stand and see the
salvation of the Lord on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem. Do not fear or
be dismayed; tomorrow go out o face them, for the Lord is with you” (vs.17).
Just imagine vourself face 1o face with an enemy loaded down with weapons;
while you have none and are instructed o just stand there unarmed. Just
imagine the faith it requires to win a great battle without having to actually
tight!

After hearing this incredible news, "Jehospaphat bowed his head with
his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell
down before the Lord, worshiping the Lord” (vs.18). The levites stood-up first
and in a very loud vice praised the Lord (vs.19). This part of the story shows
the urter significance of a leader, people and priests all coming together ancl
uniting in the Lord! It reveals the inner and outer workings of true faith. It
displays the measure and value of what' s really inside one’ s heart,

Early the very next morning, Jehoshaphat consulted Judah and the

inhabitants of Jerusalem to put their total trust in the Lord so that they would
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be established and successtul (vs.20). He appointed certain men o sing to the
Lord and to praise Him for the splendor of his holiness as they went out at the
“Give thanks to the Lord, for His love endures

head of the army, saying:

forever” (vs.21) What is happening here? We need to pause for a moment
and slowly take in the aforementioned events. If we swifily read through these
passages, we miss an all important biblical concept.

Once again, imagine yourself in a dire situation and your pastor comes
to you and speaks God s assurance and then asks you to sing, praise, and
thank the Lord. It' s not as easy as we think. Worshiping the Lord requires
giving vourself completely to the Lord. It basically requires faith. Only by faith
could Jehoshaphat and all Judah sing and praise the Lord during their life
threatening strife. Only by faith can we sing, praise, and thank the Lord during
the difficult times of our lives,

Jehoshaphat and his people demonstrated their complete confidence
and trust in God by dropping their fears of the enemy and raising their fears
toward God. Even though human eves could see only death and destruction
ahead: faith in God led Jehoshaphat and his people (o see hope and salvation.
Their faith manifested itself in worship to God.

As they began singing and praising God on their journey to to meet toe
enemy, God miraculously destroyed the enemy (vss.22-23). When they
reached their specific destination on top of a mountain, they were astounded
1o look down and see that the ‘great multitude’ were all dead on the ground
below (vs.24). This was a blessing from God in response (o their faith!

There was so much plunder from their enemy that it took three full
days to collect it (vs.25). "Then on the fourth day they assembled in the valley
of Beracah, for there they blessed the Lord. Therefore they have named that
place ‘The Valley of Beracah’ untl today” (vs.26). Through humble prayer,
faith and action Jehoshaphat and his people not only received blessings from
God but were able to give blessings back 1o God.

Jehoshaphat, all Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem sought the
Lord for direction and guidance and received His blessing because of their
trust, obedience, and reverence in God. In being able to receive God' s
blessings they became a blessing and were able 1o give blessings to God. In
the New Testament, we are specifically instructed to seek the Lord God
through Jesus. Christ says, "Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God,
believe also in Me” (John 14:1). Why not just believe in God? Jesus tells us, I
am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but
through Me" (Johnl4:6). Jesus is in the Father just as the Father is in Jesus
(John 14:11).

nlike Jehoshaphat, we cannot pray to the Lord God without Jesus.
God' s mercy in the Old Testament allowed for repentance and redemption
through burnt offerings; God' s grace and mercy as displayed in the New
Testament is only through His Son (John 3:16).

The works of Jesus as recorded in the Bible were many, miraculous,
and magnificent but did you know that Jesus said, "Truly, truly, I say to you,
he who believes in Me, the works that [ do, he will do also; and greater works
than these he will do; because T go to the Father’ (John 14:12)? Christians are
given a tremendous blessing in Christ! We receive the Spirit of the Lord
through faith in Jesus Christ. This blessing enables us to do greater works than
Jesus performed. Remember that some of Jesus' words included healing all
kinds of sicknesses, casting out demons, and raising the dead. So indeed our
power in the Holy Spirit is pretty awesome !

Jesus also promises us, “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do,
so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in My
name, I will do it (John 14:13-14). Just as Jehoshaphat turned to God and
requested and receive His help, so too are we able to request and receive
God' s guidance and direction through Jesus.

The valley of Beracah was a great blessing for all Judah and the
inhabitants of Jerusalem. Jesus is the greatest blessing for all people who seek
and believe in Him! There’ s no greater name, no greater power, no greater
entity for human beings to call upon than Jesus. His is the only Lord, Savior
and Redeemer for mankind. Just as the valley of Beracah was a reminder of
God' s blessing for Jehoshaphat, all of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem:;
so much more is the cross that Jesus died once and for all sin to bless
mankind eternally!

Today" s message clearly reveals that relying, believing, praising,
thanking, and worshiping God through Jesus Christ and the inner workings of
the Holy Spirit are necessary actions required to receive and give blessings. It
is my prayer that all members of the Choong Hyun Presbyterian Church rely
solely on God, really believe, and humbly worship Him. Our actions should
not be limited 1o worship services but reflected in our daily living; so that God
can transfer the Valley of Beracah 1o us. We need His blessings in order 1o
prosper and live in His grace. Remembering always 1o give all praise and
thanks and glory to Him for our personal and final victory found only in Jesus
Christ!
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