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Sermon for Next Sunda

THE MEAL OF THE LAST SUPPER

@980 they asked him, “What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you?
What will you do? “"Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written:

‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ -

- A nd this is the will of him who sent me,

that I shall lose none of all that he has given me, but raise them up at the last day.
“» For my Father's will is that everyone who looks fo the Son
and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”
(John 6:30~40)

pecifically, John chapter six begins with the story of the five
S barley loaves and two fish that Jesus used to feed over five
thousand people who had gathered near Him. This miracle
impressed everyone, so much so that the Jews believed that
Jesus was the Messiah they had been waiting for. The people
wanted to forcefully make Jesus their king, "After the people
saw the miraculous sign that Jesus did, they began to say,
‘Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the world." Jesus,
knowing that they intended to come and make him king by force,
withdrew again to a mountain by himself”(Jn. 6:14~15). The very
next day the crowd found Him again and insisted that He perform
more miracles so that they could believe He was the Messiah,
“So they asked him, ‘What miraculous sign then will you give
that we may see it and believe you? What will you do?"(Jn.
6:30). Their attitude and behavior is exactly the same as today's
21st century Christians. People keep asking and praying for more
miracles. People want Jesus to perform more in order for them
to believe. Today we come together for the Lord’'s Supper and
we need to see and receive His miracle from this special meal.
The meal of the Lord's Supper highlights God's existence in this
life. How can Jesus show us that God is real? What kind of
things do we need to see in order to believe? The Jewish crowd
told Jesus, "Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is
written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat'”(Jn. 6:31).
Jesus answered, “| tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has
given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives
you the true bread from heaven"(Jn. 6:32~33). Just as the
manna came from God, so does the Son. The people still
misunderstood, wanting only that which would satisfy their
physical needs, “'Sir’, ‘they said, ‘from now on give us this
bread'”(Jn. 6:34). This whole universe is a sign of the reality of
God's presence. You are a sign of His existence. Jesus is the
center of the realness of God. He is the One who makes God
real. Jesus said, “| am the bread of life”(Jn. 6:35). We always
have Jesus around to prove to us that God is real, and that this
real God really loves us.
The meal of the Lord's Supper is plentiful. How can a tiny piece

of bread and a small little cup be considered plentiful? The Lord’s
Supper is plentiful because it gives us the presence of Christ. At
His Table we are fed, nourished, and sustained by the One who
is the Lord of life. Jesus is the One who reveals to us the
meaning of life. He declares, “l am the bread of life. He who
comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me
will never be thirsty”{Jn. 6:35). No one who partakes of Jesus
Christ will ever be hungry or thirsty! Do you believe it?
Remember also that the Lord’'s Table has enough room for
others. There is a chair for everyone, no one is excluded. There's
more than an abundance of God's redeeming grace to go around,
"and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my
body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." In the
same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the
new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me'"(1 Cor. 11:24~25). All the answers and all
the grace anyone needs is right there.

The meal of the Lord’s Supper gives us eternal hope and great
expectations. Jesus said, "For my Father’s will is that everyone
who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life,
and | will raise him up at the last day”({Jn. 6:40). God's will is for
us to believe in Jesus and have eternal life. Do you have this
eternal hope? Jesus said | am the bread of life" (Jn. 6:48). When
you eat the Lord's Supper meal you have life, “| am the living
bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread,
he will live forever. This bread is my flesh, which | will give for
the life of the world”(Jn. 6:51). 1 Corinthians 11:26 says, “For
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until he comes.” Isn't this a great expectation?
Jesus died and resurrected for you, and He is coming back again.
Is this your proclamation?

My dear friends, what more are you looking for? Why do you
want more signs? Please concentrate on the Bible and accept
Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. Let's gather together now
at the Lord's Table and take the bread and cup that He offers to
each one of us in remembrance of His redeeming work.
Amen. i
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