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| have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live,
but Christ lives in me.(Galatians 2:20)
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1 Then Joshua assembled all the tribes
of Israel at Shechern. He summoned
the elders, leaders, judges and
officials of Israel, and they presented
thernselves before God.

Joshua said to all the people, "This is
what the LORD, the God of Israel,
says: 'Long ago your forefathers,
including Terah the father of
Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond
the River and worshiped other gods.
But [ took your father Abraham from
the land beyond the River and led him
throughout Canaan and gave him
many descendants. | gave him Isaac,
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4 and to |saac | gave Jacob and Esau. |
assigned the hill country of Seir to
Esau, but Jacob and his sons went
down to Egypt.

5 " Then | sent Moses and Aaron, and |
afflicted the Egyptians by what | did
there, and | brought you out.

& When | brought your fathers out of
Egypt, you came to the sea, and the
Egyptians pursued them with chariots
and horsernen as far as the Red Sea.

7 But they cried to the LORD for help,
and he put darkness between you and
the Egyptians; he brought the sea
over them and covered them. You
saw with your own eyes what | did to
the Egyptians. Then you lived in the
desert foralong time.

8 "'l brought you to the land of the
Amorites who lived east of the
Jordan. They fought against you, but |
gave them intc your hands. |
destroyed them from before you, and
you took possession of their land.

9 When Balak son of Zippor, the king of
Moab, prepared to fight against Israel,
he sent for Balaam son of Beor to put
a CUrse onyou.

10 But I would not listen to Balaam, so he
blessed you again and again, and |
delivered you out of his hand.

11 " 'Then you crossed the Jordan and
came to Jericho. The citizens of
Jericho fought against you, as did also
the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites,
Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and
Jebusites, but | gave them into your
hands.

12 | sent the hornet ahead of you, which

drove them out before you--also the
two Amorite kings. You did not do it
with your own sword and bow.

13 Sol gave you a land on which you did
not toil and cities you did not build;
and you live in them and eat from
vineyards and olive groves that you
did not plant.’

FoloR st shide] S8 ek, ol TelAES gopis o

=2 40| HA sk,

‘IS2PHM OZH0| BEBIAIZIE" 2 13Z01M Bi= die)

spoz SIS CAIsH 28] 2B 4 URAct

0| 27| EHL{Ho| Hahhl Sxixito] =iy



gxl |_|.9_|. |_H JuQ_

2E 0S50t 24:14~25 THE7t 322%

»m 22 s

o] TP o] AeflofA] sty 2E

= o3 A4S A7) Bk

o] AbMo] L7]3ed, ol Egoli: o] etal WiHolA| of 0k Aelsteta 7
ARtk el (3, W, Usls Feislteis S g g bt
LPdL =p0als AukS oju|ala] okaUt) o] AL 1HS MM o w At

M= [l s

= i

stof FAISR: 4h& ERIch ol 2 LA ANTOR o £ 471t

2 A

= o

£ I, ofgok ol ekl wigel ol 5 i A I o

OH—HP—:— ) /R]}]r___}_.__- }9_] ):]HH 1

i AE

ofbole 1504 V317 42l 42 <
NES M9uleln 94 ofselmke 4ot

PLL = Qo =42 IIA]T]'L—iﬂ'
yatef 3 arslEA. A3
d “1‘3‘“—-1-111]3 ulel o} 5 ope

M717) AAE Aol w4 smefu|olof| 4] A7) AR o LE o] el dl o) 2

obdl 7Rt AHES] $AFE 72 H|A] AlE

6PLH- AU, T e A

Nz} 19 @;s-oq_@l 71t e Sy, e o) el
s o 7 AVSS el 9.4 Sl shby olEeluke A7)2icka dhgt
ek 1£a~1”ﬁ et <150 EML‘-E ot 4717 511 91l el 55
ob BhbdZIA “UiBle] el HEL AltA ohfakd AYoleF (19T

Anghch, 2, sde 15 1 1 ozt

o] Az}l uuzg & o|g@ A chEEkar

Upd el asol A wuA| Euic,

»mEEER

14 2288 o= omelE 7ejstn] 2ugh Al
Agroe g g A7)e} U g)e] 250 7F | &
ofEol A H71E AES A4 vl 01.ff_91‘,'k ¢
712k

159t A Z 915 47]+= Zlo] HalollA F2] 47l 2
o|AE W8 24 50| 7 AEAA 471 450l
€A Bt Y37} AFshe Bl Y otee £4
9| AlEolEA YB7H A A 245 Hi3tet 24

10 - 82| ght

12] e Ack= Ayt
Wl Ak o) B g QARS A7) 31 3

14 "Now fear the LORD and serve him
with all faithfulness. Throw away the
gods your forefathers warshiped
beyond the River and in Egypt, and
serve the LORD.

15 But if serving the LORD seems
undesirable to you, then choose for
yourselves this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your
forefathers served beyond the River,
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ar the gods of the Amorites, in whose
land you are living. But as for me and
my househald, we will serve the
LORD."

16 Then the people answered, "Far be it
from us to forsake the LORD to serve
other gods!

17 It was the LORD our God himself who
brought us and aur fathers up out of
Egypt, from that land of slavery, and
performed those great signs before
our eyes. He protected us on our
entire journey and among all the
nations through which we traveled.

18 And the LORD drove out before us all
the nations, including the Amorites,
who lived in the land. We too will
serve the LORD, because he is our
God."

19 Joshua said to the people, "You are
not able to serve the LORD. He is &
holy God; he is a jealous God. He will
not forgive your rebellion and your
5iNs.

20 If you forsake the LORD and serve
foreign gods, he will turn and bring
disaster an you and make an end of
you, after he has been good to you "

21 But the people said to Joshua, "No!
We will serve the LORD."

22 Then Joshua said, "You are witnesses
against yourselves that you have
chosen to serve the LORD." "Yes, we
are witnesses," they replied.

23 "Now then," said Joshua, "throw away
the foreign gods that are among you
and yield your hearts to the LORD,
the God of Israel."

24 And the people said to Joshua, "We
will serve the LORD our God and abey
hirm."

25 On that day Joshua made a covenant
for the people, and there at Shechem
he drew up for them decrees and
laws.
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26 And Joshua recorded these things in
the Book of the Law of God. Then he
took a large stone and set it up there
under the oak near the holy place of
the LORD.

27 "See!" he said to all the people. "This
stone will be a witness against us. It
has heard all the words the LORD has
said to us. It will be a witness against
you if you are untrue to your God."

28 Then Joshua sent the people away,
each to his own inheritance.

29 After these things, Joshua son of Nun,
the servant of the LORD, died at the
age of a hundred and ten.

30 And they buried him in the land of his
inheritance, at Timnath Serah in the
hill country of Ephraim, north of
Mount Gaash.

31 Israel served the LORD throughout
the lifetime of Joshua and of the
elders who outlived him and who had
experienced everything the LORD
had done for Israel.

32 And Joseph's bones, which the
Israelites had brought up from Egypt,
were buried at Shechem in the tract of
land that Jacob bought for a hundred
pieces of silver from the sons of
Harnor, the father of Shechern. This
became the inheritance of Joseph's
descendants.

33 And Eleazar son of Aaron died and
was buried at Gibeah, which had been
allotted to his son Phinehas in the hill
country of Ephraim.
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After the death of Joshua, the
Israelites asked the LORD, "Who will
be the first to go up and fight for us
against the Canaanites?"

The LORD answered, "Judah is to go; |
have given the land into their hands."
Then the men of Judah said to the
Simeonites their brothers, "Come up
with us into the territory allotted to us,
to fight against the Canaanites. We in
turn will go with you into yours." So
the Sirmeonites went with them.
When Judah attacked, the LORD
gave the Canaanites and Perizzites
into their hands and they struck down
ten thousand men at Bezek.

It was there that they found Adoni-
Bezek and fought against him,
putting to rout the Canaanites and
Perizzites.

Adoni-Bezek fled, but they chased
him and caught him, and cut off his
thumnbs and big toes.

Then Adoni-Bezek said, "Seventy
kings with their thurbs and big toes
cut off have picked up scraps under
my table. Now God has paid me back
for what | did to them." They brought
him to Jerusalem, and he died there.
The men of Judah attacked Jerusalem
also and took it. They put the city to
the sward and setiton fire.

After that, the men of Judah went
down to fight against the Canaanites
living in the hill country, the Negev
and the western foothills.

advanced against the
Canaanites living in Hebron (formerly
called Kiriath Arba) and defeated
Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai,
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11 From there they advanced against the
people living in Debir (formerly called
Kiriath Sepher).

12 And Caleb said, “| will give my daughter
Acsah in marriage to the man who
attacks and captures Kiriath Sepher."

13 Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger
brother, took it; so Caleb gave his
daughter Acsah to him in marriage

14 One day when she came to Othniel, she
urged him to ask her father for a field.
When she got off her donkey, Caleb
asked her, “What can | do for you?"

15 She replied, "Do me a special favor.
Since you have given me land in the
Negev, give me also springs of water.”
Then Caleb gave her the upper and
lower springs.

16 The descendants of Moses' father-in-
law, the Kenite, went up from the City of
Palms with the men of Judah to live
among the people of the Desert of
Judah inthe Negev near Arad.

17 Then the men of Judah went with the
Simeonites their brothers and attacked
the Canaanites living in Zephath, and
they totally destroyed the city.
Therefore it was called Hormah.

18 The men of Judah also took Gaza,
Ashkelon and Ekron--each city with its
territory.

19 The LORD was with the men of Judah.
They took possession of the hill country,
but they were unable to drive the people
from the plains, because they had iron
chariots.

20 As Moses had promised, Hebron was
given to Caleb, who drove from it the
three sons of Anak.

21 The Benjamites, however, failed to
dislodge the Jebusites, who were living
in Jerusalem; to this day the Jebusites
live there with the Benjamites.
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o} g7 sha| L] e} \Ex/a;hel, agd the LORD was with them.
o 7 v o 2 en they sent men to spy out

2384 7Rz 0_] LS A st 1 48 ? Bethel (forn\wferlycalled Luz), i
2olgE§ )‘L} 24 the spies saw a man corming out of the
24 }Jlu So| 11 A)SofjA FF Algo] Lo 718 city and they said to him, "Show us
B oﬂ A o225 Aalwey o] Ag0] o howhto get into the c(ijty aln? we will
Sl wolek JTelet ek A Adeletel S B ey put the
e} s city to the sword but spared the man

25 21 Algto| A-3-9] 914E 712]71% 2} ]9 _L—-—L*'] and his whole family.

:'Lz:h: 71 Ao Hog] ozl 7 Al -10] 7} 26He then went to the land of the
20 teol wi o) Hittites, where he built a city and
= called it Luz, which is its name to this
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27 But Manasseh did not drive out the
people of Beth Shan or Taanach or
Dor or Ibleam or Megiddo and their
surrounding settlements, for the
Canaanites were determined to live in
thatland.

28 When [srael became strong, they
pressed the Canaanites into forced
labor but never drove them out
completely.

29Nor did Ephraim drive out the
Canaanites living in Gezer, but the
Canaanites continued to live there
among them.

30 Neither did Zebulun drive out the
Canaanites living in Kitron or Nahalol,
who remained among them; but they
did subject them to forced labor.

31 Nor did Asher drive out those living in
Acco or Sidon or Ahlab or Aczib or
Helbah or Aphek or Rehob,

32 and because of this the people of
Asher lived among the Canaanite
inhabitants of the land.

33 Neither did Naphtali drive out those
living in Beth Shermesh or Beth Anath;
but the Naphtalites too lived among
the Canaanite inhabitants of the land,
and those living in Beth Shemesh and
Beth Anath became forced labarers
for them.

34 The Amorites confined the Danites to
the hill country, not allowing them to
come down into the plain.

35 And the Amorites were determined
also to hold out in Mount Heres,
Aijjalon and Shaalbim, but when the
power of the house of Joseph
increased, they too were pressed into
forced labor.

36 The boundary of the Amorites was
from Scorpion Pass to Sela and
beyond.
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1 o}39}o] A Nziof A e W7o f-’-L'l-iL’] 1 The angel of the LORD went up from
1} |,| L(-.: ofj kol 4] 2a}o A @ |..| 7 Gilgal to Bokim and said, "l brought
U3]o] ZARSol|A| ul ’-'|.| 5k afo @ you up out of Egypt and led you into

the land that | swore to give to your

farefathers. | said, 'l will never break

7| A] ofy&le]y my covenant with you,

.-.~: wo| Zual oloks x| vl 1So] 2 and you shall not make a covenant

7 - : with the people of this land, but you
shall break down their altars.' Yet you
have disobeyed me. Why have you
done this?

3 Now therefore | tell you that | will not
drive them out before you; they will
be thorns in your sides and their gods
will be a snare to you."

oAl o "% 4 When the angel of the LORD had

L oo 0.7 spoken these things to all the
Israelites, the people wept aloud,

5 and they called that place Bokim.
There they offered sacrifices to the
LORD.

6 After Joshua had dismissed the
Israelites, they went to take
possession of the land, each to his
own inheritance.

el Siis St ole- Woaso) als L ote of - 5 The people served the LORD

Ao throughout the lifetirme of Joshua and
= o] F2ol7h WA Ao 2o of the elders who outlived him and
o ' who had seen all the great things the

o LORD had done forisrael.

9 Hel7t 29 71g02] A u|| Auke] 4ba] Zlol AF 8 Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the
22 ok gfe) A ,|| 2halsked LLORD, died at the age of a hundred

10 2 Alefe) ARHE o} - andbeie | .

i 9 And t_hey buried hlm in the land_ofh|s

T Fof dofid ¢ inheritance, at Timnath Heres in the
hill country of Ephraim, north of
Mount Gaash.

10 After that whole generation had been
gathered to their fathers, another
generation grew up, who knew
neither the LORD nor what he had
done forlsrael.
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11 o) 2epl 20| o] Goto] Haef ok alaled v} 11 Then the lsraelites did evil in the eyes
PSS M7 of the LORD and served the Baals.
gl = o] w2 12 They forsook the LORD, the God of
12 off ell ] 5 : U3t Uil 259 "':“j]_E their fathers, who had brought them
of shifel ofZels el of 2 4E & 159 out of Egypt. They followed and
Z=0lo]| o)1= i Afe] AlES ule} - L"—Oﬂﬂl A5} worshiped various gods of the
o] TOlE 2] 1-EhA) | ;5}01 o) peoples around them. They provoked

=y - the LORD to anger
13 & J150| o] 2okg vie|l viekat okarhR S 4] 13 because they forsook him and served

Heog Baal and the Ashtoreths.
14 o] Fola| A o] Azfellofl] A=A} =2F5H= 2} 14 In his anger against Israel the LORD
o] fof YA A} 150] w2k okl &hAg handed them over to raiders who
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plundered them. He sold them to
their enemies all around, whom they
were no longer able to resist.

15 Whenever Israel went out to fight, the
hand of the LORD was against them
to defeat them, just as he had swomn
to them. They were in great distress,

16 Then the LORD raised up judges, who
saved them out of the hands of these
raiders.

17 Yet they would not listen to their
judges but prostituted themselves to
other gods and worshiped them.
Unlike their fathers, they quickly
turned from the way in which their
fathers had walked, the way of
obedience to the LORD's commands.

18 Whenever the LORD raised up a judge
for them, he was with the judge and
saved them out of the hands of their
enemies as long as the judge lived; far
the LORD had compassion on them
as they groaned under those who
oppressed and afflicted them.

19 But when the judge died, the people
returned to ways even more corrupt
than those of their fathers, following
other gods and serving and
worshiping them. They refused to
give up their evil practices and
stubborn ways.

20 Therefore the LORD was very angry
with Israel and said, "Because this
nation has violated the covenant that |
laid down for their forefathers and has
not listened to me,

21 | will no longer drive out before them
any of the nations Joshua left when he
died.

22| will use them to test Israel and see
whether they will keep the way of the
LORD and walk in it as their
forefathers did."

23 The LORD had allowed those nations
to remain; he did not drive them out
atonce by giving therm into the hands
of Jashua.
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These are the nations the LORD left to
test all those Israelites who had not
experienced any of the wars in Canaan
(he did this only to teach warfare to
the descendants of the Israelites who
had not had previous battle
experience):

the five rulers of the Philistines, all the
Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the
Hivites living in the Lebanon
mountains from Mount Baal Hermon
to Lebo Hamath,

They were left to test the lsraelites to
see whether they would obey the
LORD's commands, which he had
given their forefathers through Mases.
The Israelites lived among the
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites,
Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.

They took their daughters in marriage
and gave their own daughters to their
sons, and served their gods.

The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the
LORD; they forgot the LORD their
God and served the Baals and the
Asherahs.

The anger of the LORD burned against
Israel so that he sold them into the
hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king of
Aram Naharaim, to whom the
Israelites were subject for eight years.
But when they cried out to the LORD,
he raised up for them a deliverer,
Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger
brother, who saved them.

The Spirit of the LORD came upon
him, so that he became lsrael's judge
and went to war. The LORD gave
Cushan-Rishathaim king of Aram into
the hands of Othniel, who
overpowered him.

So the land had peace for forty years,
until Othniel son of Kenaz died.
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gave Eglon king of Moab power over Israel.
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o A4 EeiLh 408 Halghae) took possession of the City of Palms.

SHo| gt



14 0[0] ol 22108 210] a9 of 2 2ol ) 52k 417112}
15 ofelol aho] clBopA) St Hou) ol 3obN 15 15}
4 o FUAHE AHoL i 2 il A ARtel oks
5t0] offEole} o] Aefal 2ho| 1 Hatof wat 9 of

‘r,-ﬁil A 8 b o

16 o o] Zo|7k 3 Uil Bl #9ef il 243 uh5o] 18] 2

L% Bl a] £ Lof Al

17 58 5Q) §f o 2&oi] up izt o 2@ ol ulEdt 2}
nir] I.

|8 ofljeo] A u}2] 7| & up2] dof TES ofj i £ 2SS Huj

19 27| i 234 & i 2ol A "4P2’i ! °l'~"xl oo
Uj7) S 22 shofiah oble] Shjolct sh Sto) weiaiel
Z88] sfet sl A Al 2kgo] of Sef7hAet

20 o5t0] AR Fol7h 4k Mt clelie] F2 oo}
= Zolet of o] o|2g] W7} dhiylel Wil e Rﬂl’ﬂ
ol o] glfolct o o] 21| Hpxiofs] Uofip)

2N oﬂ?_g! 9_|_{-__9 ‘q o19) Q___" &) nioﬂ;‘i wl-D ”o-| 5.(!-0[
o Heo)

22 RS FE aje} Fol7ha 1 o F F7RA| Wk vt
ghe- 9] Hoflq sfuiz] ohfslglong 7|Fa] o] o7
el

23 ofl o) ko] Lhebd ciRbREE Yol A Rob ayet

24 ol 0] L7t Fof o) AghEo| Eolohs ciehEEe| S
£ B3 o|2E| go| Hals] MERt YelH 112] 242 7he] S
Alck &

50 228 7|ckE = o] tiet

58 97 ofjsheje} o

i 7H L Ho| 2% 250 7] olu] el f=eA %%
e}
26 22501 7lekeliz Fato] offo] wElal i B R Auk 2o]

2}z £osie}

o7 27} o|22] ofmeke) Abxjof Al Lpke: o o] Azl
dae M 18 et 2 o) ofo) 94 7ol

98 1507 0|25 L} nfeze} ofsoll vzle] P4sel 2
QF 1{3]9] ol YA et afof Siejh o8 ke uf
27} B Gros Ak 7 LR goksjl g Aty 2y
el syl

29 71 o] 9f ARk oF & Fgloy] wr
o ek At woal) Sesjalriet

30 72 W0 s2gfo] ol Aekal sajol ] 1 o) By W §
ob esigleiat

31 0% Fofi= o] ob Alzo] o] & R gief7|2
At &0 W ZUT 1% o) Aepdg Tasci2t

2]

AR B B

244

W= HE
Lpo] HLEGHS BallAE o] 5o

A,

1) 3, et 2 BHE Bilct I5|, FD2lE Wmix|

15 A0 LA WIS KTt 7120 0 BT SOz wiLtgle !

C s 2I2E

15

16

17

om

bt

19

i
o

22

2

wl

25

26

27

28

25

1

9] =2 AMEE

The Israelites were subject to Eglon king of Moab
for eighteer years.

Again the Israelites cried out to the LORD, and he
gave them a deliverer--Ehud, a left-handed man,
the son of Gera the Benjamite. The |sraelites sent
hirm with tribute to Eglon king of Moab.

MNaw Ehud had made a double-edged sword
about a foot and a half lang, which he strapped to
his right thigh under his clothing.

He presented the tribute ta Eglon king of Maab,
who was a very fat man

After Ehud had presented the tribute, he sent on
their way the men who had carried it

At the idols near Gilgal he himself turned back
and said, "l have a secret message for you, O
king." The king said, "Quiet!" And all his
attendants left him.

Ehud then approached him while he was sitting
alane in the upper room of his summer palace
and said, " have a message from God for you." As
the king rose from his seat,

Ehud reached with his left hand, drew the sword
from his right thigh and plunged it inta the king's
belly.

Even the handle sank in after the blade, which
came out his back, Ehud did nat pull the sword
out, and the fat closed in overit.

Then Ehud went out to the parch ; he shut the
doors of the upper room behind him and locked
them.

After he had gone, the servants came and found
the doors of the upper room lacked. They said,
"He miust be relieving himself in the inner room of
the house,”

They waited to the point of embarrassment, but
when he did not open the doars of the room, they
taok a key and unlocked them. There they saw
their lord fallen to the floor, dead,

While they waited, Ehud got away. He passed by
the idols and escaped to Seirah.

When he arrived there, he blew a trumpet in the
hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites went
down with him from the hills, with him leading
them.

"Follow me," he ardered, “for the LORD has given
Moab, your enemy, inta your hands." Sa they
followed him down and, taking possession of the
fords of the Jordan that led to Moab, they
allowed no one to crass over.

At that time they struck down about ten
thousand Maabites, all vigorous and strong; not a
man escaped.

That day Meab was made subject to Israel, and
the land had peace for eighty years.

After Ehud came Shamgar son of Anath, who
struck down six hundred Philistines with an
oxgoad. He too saved Israel.
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| ofgo] ou o] ~ejal 7hto] i olwele] e of 1 After Ehud died, the Israelites once again
2 5] did evilin the eyes of the LORD.

: 2 50 the LORD sold thern into the hands of

Jabin, a king of Canaan, who reigned in

""'| Hazor. The commander of his army was

o~
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= AAE Sisera, who lived in Harosheth Haggoyim.
3 o} ] ] el 7 9lo) o)4] Yl Eof ‘-,| ~p} 3 Because he had nine hundred iron chariots
o) 714 "‘01 st .o 0 2 o] Aajal ajo] of & ok and had cruelly oppressed the Israelites for
SR twenty years, they cried to the LORD for
Hazelce) help.
4 71 ufje]] gtulEe] ofuf of x|z} Exakrt ojAglall2]  , Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of
J| ']/|— gl gf=r| Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time.
5 -1 ofHele] akz] glube) wle) ilo] SHale] Fap S She held court under the Palm ofDeborah
oo rajol 2 i e between Ramah and Bethel in the hill
= | fofl AFahgla of el ARE2 ZofA| Lot7) country of Ephraim, and the Israelites
Ahg et came to her to have their disputes
decided.
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6 She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from
Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, "The
LORD, the God of Israel, commands you:
'Go, take with you ten thousand men of
Naphtali and Zebulun and lead the way to
Mount Tabor.

7 lwill lure Sisera, the comrander of Jabin's
army, with his chariots and his troops to
the Kishon River and give him into your
hands.""

8 Barak said to her, "If you go with me, | will
go; but if you don't go with me, | won't
go."

g "Very well," Deborah said, "l will go with
you. But because of the way you are going
abaut this, the honor will not be yours, for
the LORD will hand Sisera over to a
woman." So Dehorah went with Barak to
Kedesh,

10 where he summoned Zebulun and
Naphtali. Ten thousand men followed
him, and Deborah also went with him.

11 Now Heber the Kenite had left the other
Kenites, the descendants of Hobab,
Moses' brother-in-law, and pitched his
tent by the great tree in Zaanannim near
Kedesh.

12 When they told Sisera that Barak son of
Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor,

13 Sisera gathered together his nine hundred
iron chariots and all the men with him,
from Harosheth Haggoyim to the Kishon
River.

14 Then Deborah said to Barak, "Ga! This is

the day the LORD has given Sisera into

your hands. Has not the LORD gone
ahead of you?" So Barak went down

Mount Tabor, followed by ten thousand

men.

At Barak's advance, the LORD routed

Sisera and all his chariots and army by the

sword, and Sisera abandoned his chariot

and fled on foot.

16 But Barak pursued the chariots and army
as far as Harosheth Haggoyim. All the
troops of Sisera fell by the sward; not a
man was left
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17 Sisera, however, fled on foot to the
tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the
Kenite, because there were friendly
relations between Jabin king of Hazor
and the clan of Heber the Kenite.

18 Jael went out to meet Sisera and said
to him, "Come, my Lord , come right
in. Don't be afraid." So he entered her
tent, and she put a covering aver him.

19 "I'm thirsty," he said. "Please give me
some water.," She opened a skin of
milk, gave him a drink, and covered
him up.

20 "Stand in the doorway of the tent,” he
told her. "If someone comes by and
asks you, 'ls anyone here?' say 'No.""

21 But Jael, Heber's wife, picked up a
tent peg and a hammer and went
quietly to him while he lay fast asleep,
exhausted. She drove the peg
through his temple into the ground,
and he died.

22 Barak came by in pursuit of Sisera,
and Jael went out to meet him.
"Corme," she said, "l will show you the
man you're looking for." So he wentin
with her, and there lay Sisera with the
tent peg through his temple-dead.

23 On that day God subdued Jabin, the
Canaanite king, before the Israelites.

24 And the hand of the Israelites grew
stronger and stronger against Jabin,
the Canaanite king, until they
destroyed him.
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1 o] of] =R ele} oln|izofe] ol dito| 1-ef|dF 1 On that day Deborah and Barak son
o o] 25 of Abinoam sang this song:

2 ol2ke) QErgo) GEatga W] FA 2 e e e e e
o] f4latgle ] HBelE Fhatet themselves-- praise the LORD!

3 43| ghse} Eou} t=~/<[A|L0| J1E 7ol vl 3 "Hear this, you kings! Listen, you
e “L?.?-I-u weffst Ao a OI_“_L‘]C"'_!.(—!] shut rulers! [ will sing to the LORD, [ will

sing; | will make music to the LORD,
the God of Israel.
4 "O LORD, when you went out from

o |30 2bale) et
of 3:2}of A Aol AT o 3

of| A EE] RG] el who] AEEkar 6[—“01 & Seir, when you marched from the
Lo e e e ]“:’M land of Edom, the earth shook, the
_ k e heavens poured, the clouds poured
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6 "In the days of Shamgar son of Anath,
in the days of Jael, the roads were
abandoned; travelers took to winding
paths.

7 Village life in Israel ceased, ceased
untii |, Deborah, arose, arose a mother
in Israel.

8 When they chose new gods, war
came to the city gates, and not a
shield or spear was seen among forty
thousand in Israel.

g My heart is with lsrael's princes, with
the willing volunteers among the
people. Praise the LORD!

10 "You who ride on white donkeys,
sitting on your saddle blankets, and
you who walk along the road,
consider

11 the voice of the singers at the
watering places. They recite the
righteous acts of the LORD, the
righteous acts of his warriors in Israel.
"Then the people of the LORD went
down to the city gates.

12 'Wake up, wake up, Deborah! Wake
up, wake up, break out in song! Arise,
O Barak! Take captive your captives,
O son of Abinoam.!

13 "Then the men who were left came
down to the nobles; the people of the
LORD came to me with the mighty.

14 Some came from Ephraim, whose
roots were in Amalek; Benjamin was
with the people who followed you.
From Makir captains came down,
from Zebulun those who bear a
commander's staff.

15 The princes of Issachar were with
Deborah; yes, Issachar was with
Barak, rushing after him into the
valley. In the districts of Reuben there
was much searching of heart.

16 Why did you stay among the
campfires to hear the whistling for the
flocks? In the districts of Reuben there
was much searching of heart.
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Zo| o]n) Ho|Lkopal e #jma] oFon] 2] gl Dan, why did he linger by the ships?
h . ' Asher remained on the coast and

01] :l 11 il'f‘t Oy s o stayed in his coves.
18 £= e Tl BaS °f”| 4 oFgl 18 The people of Zebulun risked their
1W4u]£{ L Fr’]l o] e o 4] T1e]EkECk very lives; so did Naphtali on the
199450] 94 S ol Fljet o] ol 5 heightsof thefeld.

1g "Kings came, they fought; the kings of
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A Al 2elel W glwrk off no silver, no plunder.
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Sisera.

21 The river Kishon swept them away,
the age-old river, the river Kishon.
March on, my soul; be strong!

22 Then thundered the horses' hoofs--
galloping, galloping go his mighty
steeds.

23 'Curse Meroz,' said the angel of the
LORD. 'Curse its people bitterly,
because they did not come to help the
LORD, to help the LORD against the
mighty.'

24, "Most blessed of wornen be Jael, the
wife of Heber the Kenite, most
blessed of tent-dwelling wormen.

25 He asked for water, and she gave him
milk; in a bowl fit for nobles she
brought him curdled milk.

26 Her hand reached for the tent peg,
her right hand for the workman's
hammer. She struck Sisera, she
crushed his head, she shattered and
pierced his temple.

27 At her feet he sank, he fell; there he
lay. At her feet he sank, he fell; where
he sank, there he fell-dead.

28 "Through the window peered Sisera's
mother; behind the lattice she cried
out, 'Why is his chariot so long in
coming? Why is the clatter of his
chariots delayed?'

29 The wisest of her |ladies answer her;
indeed, she keeps saying to herself,

30 'Are they not finding and dividing the
spoils: a girl or two for each man,
colorful garments as plunder for
Sisera, colorful garments
embroidered, highly embroidered
garments for my neck-- all this as
plunder?'

31 "So may all your enemies perish, O
LORD! But may they who love you be
like the sun when it rises in its
strength." Then the land had peace
forty years.
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Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes
of the LORD, and for seven years he
gave them into the hands of the
Midianites.

Because the power of Midian was so
oppressive, the Israelites prepared
shelters for themselves in mountain
clefts, caves and strongholds.
Whenever the lsraelites planted their
crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and
other eastern peoples invaded the
country.

They camped an the land and ruined
the crops all the way to Gaza and did
not spare a living thing for Israel,
neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys.
They came up with their livestock and
their tents like swarms of locusts. It
was impossible to count the men and
their camels; they invaded the land to
ravage it.

Midian so impoverished the lsraelites
that they cried out to the LORD for
help.

When the Israelites cried to the LORD
because of Midian,

he sent themn a prophet, who said,
"This is what the LORD, the God of
Israel, says: | brought you up out of
Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

| snatched you from the power of
Egypt and from the hand of all your
oppressors. | drove them from before
you and gave you their land.

10 | said to you, 'l am the LORD your

God; do not worship the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land you live.' But
you have not listened to me."
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11 The angel of the LORD came and sat
down under the oak in Ophrah that
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite,
where his son Gideon was threshing
wheat in a winepress to keep it from
the Midianites.

12 When the angel of the LORD
appeared to Gideon, he said, "The
LORD is with you, mighty warrior."

13 "But sir," Gideon replied, "if the LORD
is with us, why has all this happened
to us? Where are all his wonders that
our fathers told us about when they
said, 'Did not the LORD bring us up
out of Egypt?' But now the LORD has
abandoned us and put us into the
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hand of Midian."

14 The LORD turned to him and said,
"Go inthe strength you have and save
Israel out of Midian's hand. Am | not
sending you?"

15 "But Lord, " Gideon asked, "how can |
save Israel? My clan is the weakest in
Manasseh, and | am the least in my
family."

16 The LORD answered, "I will be with
you, and you will strike down all the
Midianites together."

17 Gideon replied, "If now | have found
favor in your eyes, give me a sign that
itis really you talking to me.

18 Please do not go away until | come
back and bring my offering and set it
before you." And the LORD said, "l
will wait until you return.”

1g Gideon went in, prepared a young
goat, and from an ephah of flour he
made bread without yeast. Putting
the meat in a basket and its broth in a
pot, he brought thern out and offered
thern to him under the oak.

20 The angel of God said to him, “Take
the meat and the unleavened bread,
place thern on this rock, and pour out
the broth." And Gideon did so.

21 With the tip of the staff that was in his
hand, the angel of the LORD touched
the meat and the unleavened bread.
Fire flared from the rock, consuming
the meat and the bread. And the
angel of the LORD disappeared.

22 When Gideon realized that it was the
angel of the LORD, he exclaimed,
"Ah, Sovereign LORD! | have seen the
angel of the LORD face to face!"

23 But the LORD said to hirn, "Peace! Do
not be afraid. You are not going to
die."

24 50 Gideon built an altar to the LORD
there and called it The LORD is Peace.
To this day it stands in Ophrah of the
Abiezrites.
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beside it cut down and the second bull
sacrificed on the newly built altar!

29 They asked each other, "Who did this?"
When they carefully investigated, they
were told, "Gideon son of loash did it."

30 The men of the town demanded of
loash, "Bring out your son. He must die,
because he has broken down Baal's altar
and cut down the Asherah pale beside it."

31 But Joash replied ta the hostile crowd

around him, "Are you going to plead

Baal's cause? Are you trying to save him?

Whoever fights for him shall be put to

death by morning! If Baal really is a god,

he can defend himself when someone
breaks down his altar.”

So that day they called Gideon "Jerub-

Baal, " saying, "Let Baal contend with

him," because he broke down Baal's altar.

Now all the Midianites, Amalekites and

other eastern peoples joined forces and

crossed over the Jordan and camped in
the Valley of lezreel.

34 Then the Spirit of the LORD came upon
Gideon, and he blew a trumpet,
summoning the Abiezrites to follow him.

35 He sent messengers throughout
Manasseh, calling them to arms, and also
into Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali, so that
they too went up to meet them.

36 Gideon said to God, "If you will save Israel
by my hand as you have promised-

37 look, | will place a wool fleece on the
threshing floor. If there is dew only on the
fleece and all the ground is dry, then | will
know that you will save Israel by my
hand, as you said."

38 And that is what happened. Gideon rose
early the next day; he squeezed the
fleace and wrung out the dew--a bowlful
of water,

19 Then Gideon said to God, "Do not be
angry with me. Let me make just one
more request. Allow me one more test
with the fleece. This time make the fleece
dry and the ground cavered with dew.”

40 That night God did so. Only the fleece
was dry; all the ground was covered with
dew.
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ojfpato|) dli= y|C2n) 8wk p= wido] 1 Early in the moming, Jerub-Baal (that is,

almo] efolut &5t A Zol| 21L& H 31 ojcjote] 2ol Gideon) and all his men camped at the
1S0] BRo|g Gal AFOF Bairo] qloice} spring of Haro@. The camp of Midian was
o o - s : . north of them in the valley near the hill of

2 o FolpA 7| =)Ao 2A)E] 1E ol2 i widdo] | Moreh.
B2 J7E 2Ee ol wgl ’*] S5 549} 2 The LORD said to Gidean, "You have too
Laje|Y o)z o|Agfalo| U8 A& Aag Ak rmany men for me to deliver Midian into
B 1f) £o L}E elstct dht ozl their hands. In order that Israel may not

boast against me that her own strength

3 oA Y 4o Fof 2l o|27|E e Sy

3 .‘.” .1. : ! |“l | 0127|F has saved her,
= Az d29k 4hg wup Folvtet Bl 8 ’M ol°l 3 announce now to the people, 'Anyone
o)k wiAo] o|gl o] Holq Y& ajr} vl wolgir] who trembles with fear may turn back
a} and leave Mount Gilead.'" So twenty-two

{ o] BopA & 7| 2ol ol2A|s| wiio| o gro  thousand men left, while ten thousand
Y 25 Qledted & 7R iz AZIA W7 UE , But the LORD said to Gideon, "There are
‘4""5""’1 158 ’W“]HL' Ui7h 52 7kl A ol still too many men. Take them down to

278 o] Algho] Yok gl 7he)et s 1= ue) g the water, and | will sift them for you

e
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2 Aol g 7t 58 7e)A diA| ol 2| o) Algke there. If | say, This one shall go with you,'
v} B 7H ab Aol shy 1t 2 .“} Ao} he shall go; but if | say, This one shall not
272} go with you," he shall not go."

- = o ) ) 5 So Gideon took the men down to the

5 olefl WS Qleste] & 7iol Wiei7iol ojzoA 7] water. There the LORD told him,
ERofjA] o|ZAlE FHER] 77} B A o] ER & “Separate those who lap the water with
& Fhe A58 Vs mhE A9 I e e },; their tongues Iiksla a dog from those who
T upAl= 2SR T19) Zho| Bl EhAl Y kneel down to drink."

& Three hundred men lapped with their
hands to their mouths. All the rest got
down on their knees to drink.

7 ozebiA 7= ‘;’—Nl 1|| o|2A|E| Y7} o] B2 dlol w7 The LORD said to Gideon, "With the
o w o2 Jale Telale ujcjehs | el WA three hundn_‘ed men that lapped | will save

y ,{L 217)0] #ae you and give the Midianites inta your
prom e hands. Let all the other men go, each to
his own place."
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8 olofl si4do] akalih LRIRS dhof] Exjuh 7[=20] o] 8 SoGideon sent the rest of the Israelites to
2lel e wjal e zkzb o) Aluko g e v o A their tents but kept the three hundred,
Ul o “i?-"ﬂ ?‘}'L-hl'”lLl’JF dgoo. o ofe) 27| 7} who took over the provisions and

e trumpets of the others. Now the camp of
&l 2 ‘fL"M . _ o Midian lay below him in the valley.
el efmep A 7| =2el ] oAl Yol IUL g During that night the LORD said to

o

2 a7t U7t 242 d) dof) WA =ose) Gideon, "Get up, go down against the
10 gkl 7} 7|8 SellslA s o) Sat Bale} g camp, because | am going to give it into
Wl o1 Ao & jeirba your hands.

AT o e . 10 If you are afraid to attack, go down to the
S0.2} 1 ol v o] Patofaia 1 camp with your servant Purah
e Welzielzl st 7o) olof o] 8L 11 and listen to what they are saying.

11 150 3= Ug

Batol gl 2e7h Qe 2| a2 gz Afterward, you will be encouraged to
12 u|cjeka) ofubaln} ko] L1,.— NRFSo| a7 of 23 attack the camp." So he and Purah his
. - A P servant went down to the outposts of the
o] U710 e 40t 2a 15| vetel 4b et o
afitie] Mef 7} g 22| 12 The Midianites, the Amalekites and all
13 7|2 80] 11 3to] o|22 o]H Alghe] 119] 2l Lo 1 the other eastern peoples had settled in
o ulslo] o] 27|12 Keb W7} §F I8 freliog) e K the valley, thick as locusts. Their camels
5 ; . T Id no more be counted than the sand
2| $F cloja)7) o|cloh zldo g 2l Sole) g Akl sau
2| ! -‘.- o‘_it|o]' | t‘_- pLic) = ._"|_:-. l-_i 9-_0 : on the seashore
of oj=e 2ok A Fume] §E0R 90U 14 13 Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a
o] M|z et friend his dream. "l had a dream,” he was
14 71.9] 21517} titsle) o|2 5| o)l chi #o| ofL|e} o] saying. "A round loaf of barley bread
gl AR gopAo] ofs 7|Ee0] Zolat iyl came tumbling into the Midianite camp.

It struck the tent with such force that the
tent overturned and collapsed."

et 14 His friend responded, "This can be
nothing other than the sword of Gideon
son of Jaash, the Israelite. God has given
the Midianites and the whole camp into
his hands."
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15 7| =80] 71 Ha) sfldahs uhe =0 Aufjsle] o] 15 When Gideon heard the dream and its

Aglal 20w Eole} o]2 g oo|ue} ol F 54 interpretation, he worship::ed Golci, Hg
it returned to the camp of Israel an

A olEiRk I BE AYE L]E] Eoll |A 5 called out, "Get up! ?he LORD has

A=yet st given the Midianite camp into your
16 é'--- Hl i vhro] 2} <ol Lttt vl alop hands."
?]& 531 3hole) oto)ji= 3:1,_:!!_ 7k &} 16 E:‘ividing the tl_ﬂreehhur}dreg men into
T ol ol sk 3 i e s e paced g
&% W7k 2 g 20 ol=eiA W7t sh= o them, with torches inside.
2 18] E 1elate] 17 "Watch me," he told them. "Follow
18 Ueb LbE bt s 27} of Laks B4 S 3w my Ieag, When‘l get'tg the edge of the
T 3)¢ ko, El o 3 camp, do exactiy as ( do.
Lil A9 F9lel A LS B0 0]2718 059} 18 Whepn | and all who are with me blow
> flatet, 7152 013} :’T]'Lk sk our trumpets, then from all around
19 f]h‘ﬁ’_—ﬂ} 1ot | g u o) o)A Zeof 2 2 the camp blow yours and shout, 'For
ol o] 22 vl upIE-2 gt o2} S150] the LORD and for Gideon.""
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19 Gideon and the hundred men with
him reached the edge of the camp at
the beginning of the middle watch,
just after they had changed the guard.
They blew their trumpets and broke
the jars that were in their hands.

20The three companies blew the
trumpets and smashed the jars.
Grasping the torches in their left
hands and holding in their right hands
the trumpets they were to blow, they
shouted, "A sword for the LORD and
for Gideon!"

21 While each man held his position
around the camp, all the Midianites
ran, crying out as they fled.

22 When the three hundred trumpets
sounded, the LORD caused the men
throughout the camp to turm on each
other with their swords. The army fled
to Beth Shittah toward Zererah as far
as the border of Abel Meholah near
Tabbath.

23 Israelites from Naphtali, Asher and all
Manasseh were called out, and they
pursued the Midianites.

24 Gideon sent messengers throughout
the hill country of Ephraim, saying,
"Come down against the Midianites
and seize the waters of the Jordan
ahead of them as far as Beth Barah."
So all the men of Ephraim were called
out and they took the waters of the
Jordan as far as Beth Barah.

25 They also captured two of the
Midianite leaders, Oreb and Zeeb.
They killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb,
and Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb.
They pursued the Midianites and
brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeh
to Gideon, whowas by the Jordan.
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Now the Ephraimites asked Gideon,
“Why have you treated us like this?
Why didn't you call us when you went
to fight Midian?" And they criticized
him sharply.

But he answered them, "What have |
accomplished compared to you?
Aren't the gleanings of Ephraim's
grapes better than the full grape
harvest of Abiezer?

God gave Oreb and Zeeb, the
Midianite leaders, into your hands.
What was | able to do compared to
you?" At this, their resentment
against him subsided.

Gideon and his three hundred men,
exhausted yet keeping up the pursuit,
came to the Jordan and crossed it.

He said to the men of Succoth, "Give
my troops some bread; they are worn
out, and | am still pursuing Zebah and
Zalmunna, the kings of Midian."

But the officials of Succoth said, "Do
you already have the hands of Zebah
and Zalmunna in your possession?
Why should we give bread to your
troops?"

Then Gideon replied, "Just for that,
when the LORD has given Zebah and
Zalmunna into my hand, | will tear
yaur flesh with desert thorns and
briers.”

From there he went up to Peniel and
made the same request of them, but
they answered as the men of Succoth
had.

So he said to the men of Peniel,
"When | return in trivmph, | will tear
down this tower."
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10 o] fjof] Aule} ARRLLEF) 7hatef gli=r]| HHF A} 10 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in
2ho] RE Frj 2o 7 E 7} ';J‘”i“] alo| 20151 Karkor with a force of about fifteen
39e U 28 e IRE a1 il e or e
of eiciet hundred and twenty thousand

#ro| otAlElT o= o 7| E o] Ll BH swordsmen had fallen.
& Ex #o SR 2}o| 2R Sojrpa 1 1 Gideon went up by the route of the
e Tl AFERE 29 7 nomads east of Nobah and Jogbehah

& LIJ I B . and fell upon the unsuspecting army.
12 Aepeh AREu7h Eeh=ale) 7]5R0] 1552 15 Zebah and Zalmunna, the two kings

L2 Zzslo] njrgte] £ ok Hulel A of Midian, fled, but he pursued them

AFEAT 1 8 AL Aufsi]e) and captured them, routing their

= o)y . ylEF 203 1= entire army.
13 oj2e ofg 7|E20) dj2f s uleh Al 13 Gideon son of Joash then returned

ofe.c7t from the battle by the Pass of Heres.
14 43t Al 5 31 A8 Fol 25 HEsh)| Z17F 14 He caught a young man of Succoth
Zegro| vhlEg) A2 S A AlA] B9 To)|7| Alo] and questioned him, and the young

48 - £89| ght



)2}
157]5-20] 43 AHElA ol22] st 87t
ol L1 31310 o] 2715 Alule) 9] &

o A u| 4= qlof| olck=Auk of=] f-2)7} 4 Ji
+5t fh!—;:—oﬂ | G- =L F 31 21 Afjujel AlE
Lhs Hafslat

1671 459 25 2ot S7M49) "y = o2

A} ,,_r___:_;_ A&

17 Bb=0l) i & Ho 1 A-S ARFES Folyet
18 ofe]] 217} Aflufe} akELtef| A WSl L E]7F cHE
of| A 559 AHE2 ofmFh AlgpEe|Ci Lk Bhy o
alE] 150| '~|9P gobal aiLp o] SxlEe) w
st gelef shu et
19 17F o) 25] 2152 ] FAlEo ] | ojojye) of
eolye ?‘11""4”1!*] “‘0} ‘H l T “3‘1!'5!'
eu Yajzt ot 25S 4
o) A] ojfsgios L} 5&‘-
2012] Wobs ofdlof7| o] 25| glojiL} 15S ol
2l dlglon) o1 Ado] T19] 2R R Eke)e
L ofi= o}4) o] A] Fe Yol ¢zt
Alatel sHELE7E o) 28] Yi7F oLt f-2lE x]e}
Absto] ofmahH Z19] ?J_r_ 15"|5| L ]‘bM 7|=
o] ojif Auiel AEUE o) il 59| )

o] olel 58 A5G wlol) A4k

[
—

m7IE HE
71=.2.0) Zhct o]

2 4jmio] 982

LI I A=A &

man wrote down for him the names
of the seventy-seven officials of
Succoth, the elders of the town.

15 Then Gideon came and said to the
men of Succoth, “Here are Zebah and
Zalmunna, about whom you taunted
me by saying, 'Do you already have
the hands of Zebah and Zalmunna in
your possession? Why should we give
bread to your exhausted men?' "

16 He took the elders of the town and
taught the men of Succoth a lesson by
punishing them with desert thorns
and briers.

17 He also pulled down the tower of
Peniel and killed the men of the town.

18 Then he asked Zebah and Zalmunna,
"What kind of men did you kill at
Tabor?" "Men like you," they
answered, "each one with the bearing
of a prince."

19 Gideon replied, "Those were my
brothers, the sons of my own mother.
As surely as the LORD lives, if you had
spared their lives, | would not kill you."

20 Turning to Jether, his oldest son, he
said, "Kill them!" But Jether did not
draw his sword, because he was only a
boy and was afraid.

21 Zebah and Zalmunna said, "Come, do
it yourself. 'As is the man, so is his
strength.' " So Gideon stepped
forward and killed them, and took the
ornarments off their camels' necks.
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29 71 wjjof o] Aejal AlebSo] 7= Lo A o] 25 cF 22 The Israelites said to Gideon, "Rule

,a‘\]o|. _?.;J_i.;; U|L]0]ui Ao”q Lg;].x:l o] ghal over us--you, your son and your
e e 2 A ST, grandson--because you have saved us
T Ale) obgm gle] £t 218 chas out of the hand of Midian."
q St 23 But Gideon told them, "I will not rule
93 ;]r“ Lo| 2504 o|2E W7}t 1S cfAe]7 over you, nor will my son rule over
oyl Lpe) ofE i B2 chAae)A] ol ycug Ehe LCC)[RD \-gill;lule over you."
= 3 ] L] a5l 24 And he said, "I do have one request,
A0l L A2 Bl et L'lf] a_ML l_ that each of you give me an earring
2471520] & 15004 |25 W7t 3le)A| 8.4 from your share of the plunder.” (It
gk 2o] glon] 3] 7] €33 AHaelE was the custom of the Ishmaelites to
z2|U e} skl o o]i= 150] o] Aufel Alek wear gold earrings.)
i__lo"ld‘ Iij .]- f} Jr l’: o110} ot A 25 They answered, "We'll be glad to give
RS A " B o them." So they spread out a garment,
255271 ddsts] 27t S7jo] Eeleleltt st and each man threw a ring from his
des Wy zhy] gk Yaels 1 7Rgld lunderonto it.
BN . p
=R 26 The weight of the gold rings he asked
967|=20] AXEt T 7Telo] DAzt 2 HAm for came to seventeen hundred

shekels, not counting the ornaments,
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the pendants and the purple
garments worn by the kings of Midian
or the chains that were on their
camels' necks.

27 Gideon rnade the gold into an ephod,
which he placed in Ophrah, his town.
All Israel prostituted themselves by
waorshiping it there, and it became a
snare to Gideon and his family.

28 Thus Midian was subdued before the
Israelites and did not raise its head
again. During Gideon's lifetime, the
land enjoyed peace forty years.

29 Jerub-Baal son of Joash went back
home tolive,

30 He had seventy sons of his own, for he
had many wives.

31 His concubine, who lived in Shechem,
also bore him a son, whom he named
Abimelech.

32 Gideon son of Joash died at a good
old age and was buried in the tornh of
his father Joash in Qphrah of the
Abiezrites.

33 No sooner had Gideon died than the
Israelites  again  prostituted
themselves to the Baals. They set up
Baal-Berith as their god and

34 did not remember the LORD their
God, who had rescued them from the
hands of all their enemies on every
side.

35 They also failed to show kindness to
the family of lerub-Baal {that is,
Gideon) for all the good things he had
done for them.
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Abimelech son of Jerub-Baal went to
his mother's brothers in Shechem and
said to them and to all his mother's
clan,

"Ask all the citizens of Shechem,
"Which is better for you: to have all
seventy of Jerub-Baal's sons rule over
you, or just one man?' Remember, |
armyour flesh and blood.”

When the brothers repeated all this to
the citizens of Shechem, they were
inclined to follow Abimelech, for they
said, "He is our brother."

They gave him seventy shekels of
silver from the temple of Baal-Berith,
and Abimelech used it to hire reckless
adventurers, who became his
followers.

He went to his father's home in
Ophrah and on one stone murdered
his seventy brothers, the sons of
Jerub-Baal. But Jotham, the youngest
son of Jerub-Baal, escaped by hiding.

6 Then all the citizens of Shechem and

Beth Millo gathered beside the great
tree at the pillar in Shechem to crown
Abimelech king.
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7 Afse] gl o1 els oke|u fgto] “12]4] 7 When Jotham was told about this, he
AR B 7| R 7hA] A A] C10] ]S o —L_-_-.-,” gimbed udp gn th; to;t:v1 of MLount

o o Eogz erizim and shouted to them, "Listen
Al 2R o] 25| MF AlgtEel W) B Eoet to rl-ne citizens of Shechem, so that
g|stojof shpg o] Lsle] ukg 50 *]'fl ]‘ God may listen to you.

8 Bh UHE0) LglA] 7]5-E S, Hol 2415 2]o] 8 One day the trees went out to anoint
gro g Ato ] slo 72hef A o] 2y Y o a king for thelmseives_. Tllwey said to
2] oo ol =2} sl the olive tree, 'Be our king.

7 . ) L9 "But the olive tree answered, 'Should |

9 AEE7E 2E0A ol2E WA Sl Ul 718 give up my oil, by which both gods
& s AlRE dEEA| i ok ofm o and men are honored, to hold sway
HO Bla] il 7hA UHLE ojo) oZlje) Q. 5H|a) overthe trees?'

i = - 10 "Next, the trees said to the fig tree,
10 LPI 20| £ FRlpRoA of2= U o ¢ 'Corne and be our king."

ol ol =2t shof 11 "But the fig tree replied, 'Should | give
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up my fruit, so good and sweet, to
hold sway over the trees?'

12 "Then the trees said to the vine,
‘Come and be ourking.'

13 "But the vine answered, 'Should I give
up my wine, which cheers both gods
and men, to hold sway over the
trees?'

14 "Finally all the trees said to the
thornbush, 'Come and be our king.'

15 "The thornbush said to the trees, 'If
you really want to anoint me king over
you, come and take refuge in my
shade; but if not, then let fire come
out of the thernbush and consume
the cedars of Lebanon!

16 "Now if you have acted honorably and
in good faith when you made
Abimelech king, and if you have been
fair to Jerub-Baal and his family, and if
you have treated him as he deserves-

17 and to think that my father fought for
you, risked his life to rescue you from
the hand of Midian

18 (but today you have revolted against
my father's family, murdered his
seventy sons on a single stone, and
made Abimelech, the son of his slave
girl, king over the citizens of Shechem
because he is your brother)-

19 if then you have acted honorably and
in good faith toward Jerub-Baal and
his family today, may Abimelech be
your joy, and may you be his, too!

20 But if you have not, let fire come out
from Abimelech and consume you,
citizens of Shechern and Beth Millo,
and let fire come out from you,
citizens of Shechem and Beth Millo,
and consume Abimelech!”

21 Then Jotham fled, escaping to Beer,
and he lived there because he was
afraid of his brother Abimelech.
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24 God did this in order that the crime
against Jerub-Baal's seventy sons, the
shedding of their blood, might be
avenged an their brother Abimelech
and on the citizens of Shechem, who
had helped him murder his brothers.

25 In opposition to him these citizens of
Shechem set men on the hilltops to
ambush and rob everyone who
passed by, and this was reported to
Abimelech.

26 Now Gaal son of Ebed moved with his
brothers into Shechem, and its
citizens put their confidence in himn.

27 After they had gone out into the fields
and gathered the grapes and trodden
them, they held a festival in the
temple of their god. While they were
eating and drinking, they cursed
Abimelech.

28 Then Gaal son of Ebed said, "Who is
Abimelech, and who is Shechem, that
we should be subject to him? lsn't he
Jerub-Baal's son, and isn't Zebul his
deputy? Serve the men of Hamor,
Shechem's father! Why should we
serve Abimelech?

291f only this people were under my
command! Then | would get rid of
him. | would say to Abimelech, 'Call
out your whole army!""

30 When Zebul the governor of the city
heard what Gaal son of Ebed said, he
was very angry.

31 Under cover he sent messengers to
Abimelech, saying, "Gaal son of Ebed
and his brothers have come to
Shechem and are stirring up the city
against you.

32 Now then, during the night you and
your men should come and lie in wait
in the fields.

33 In the morning at sunrise, advance
against the city. When Gaal and his
men come out against you, do
whatever your hand finds to do."
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34 So Abimelech and all his troops set
out by night and took up concealed
positions near Shechem in four
companies.

35 Now Gaal son of Ebed had gone out
and was standing at the entrance to
the city gate just as Abimelech and his
soldiers came out from their hiding
place.

36 When Gaal saw them, he said to
Zebul, "Look, people are coming
down from the tops of the
mountains!" Zebul replied, "You
mistake the shadows of the
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rmountains for men."

37 But Gaal spoke up again: "Look,
people are camning down from the
center of the land, and a company is
coming from the direction of the
soothsayers' tree."

38 Then Zebul said to him, "Where is
your big talk now, you who said, 'Who
is Abimelech that we should be
subject to him?' Aren't these the men
you ridiculed? Go out and fight them!"

3950 Gaal led out the citizens of
Shechem and fought Abimelech.

40 Abimelech chased him, and many fell
wounded in the flight--all the way to
the entrance to the gate.

41 Abimelech stayed in Arumah, and
Zebul drove Gaal and his brothers out
of Shechem.

42 The next day the people of Shechemn
went out to the fields, and this was
reported to Abimelech.

43 So he took his men, divided themn into
three companies and set an ambush
in the fields. When he saw the people
coming out of the city, he rose to
attack them.

44 Abimelech and the companies with
him rushed forward to a position at
the entrance to the city gate. Then
two companies rushed upon those in
the fields and struck thern down.

45 All that day Abimelech pressed his
attack against the city until he had
captured it and killed its people. Then
he destroyed the city and scattered
saltoverit,
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46 On hearing this, the citizens in the
tower of Shechem went into the
stronghold of the temple of El-Berith.

47 When Abimelech heard that they had
assemnbled there,

48 he and all his men went up Mount
Zalmon. He took an ax and cut off
some branches, which he lifted to his
shoulders. He ardered the men with
him, "Quick! Do what you have seen
me do!"

490 all the men cut branches and
followed Abimelech. They piled them
against the stronghold and set it on
fire over the people inside. So all the
people in the tower of Shechem,
about a thousand men and women,
also died.

5o Next Abimelech went to Thebez and
besieged itand captured it.

51 Inside the city, however, was a strong
tower, to which all the men and
women--all the people of the city--
fled. They locked themselves in and
climbed up on the tower roof.

52 Abimelech went to the tower and
stormed it. But as he approached the
entrance to the tower to set it on fire,

53 @ woman dropped an upper millstone
on his head and cracked his skull.

54 Hurriedly he called to his armor-
bearer, "Draw your sword and kill me,
so that they can't say, 'A woman killed
him.'" So his servant ran him through,
and he died.

55 When the Israelites saw that
Abimelech was dead, they went
home.

56 Thus God repaid the wickedness that
Abimelech had done to his father by
murdering his seventy brothers.

57 God also made the men of Shechem
pay for all their wickedness. The curse
of Jotham son of Jerub-Baal came on
them.
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died, and was buried in Shamir.

He was fallowed by lair of Gilead, who led
Israel twenty-two years.

He had thirty sons, who rode thirty donkeys.
They controlled thirty towns in Gilead, which
to this day are callad Havwoth Jair,

When Jair died, he was buried in Kaman.
Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the
LORD. They served the Baals and the
Ashtoreths, and the gods of Aram, the gods
of Sidon, the gods of Maoab, the gods of the
Ammonites and the gods of the Philistines.
And because the Israelites forsook the LORD
and no longer served him,

he became angry with them. He sold them
into the hands of the Philistines and the
Armmonites,

who that year shattered and crushed them.
For eighteen years they oppressed all the
Israelites on the east side of the Jordan in
Gilead, the land of the Amorites,

The Ammonites also crossed the Jardan to
fight against Judah, Benjamin and the house
of Ephraim; and lsrael was in great distress,
Then the Israelites cried out to the LORD,
"We have sinned against you, forsaking our
God and serving the Baals."

The LORD replied, "When the Egyptians, the
Amorites, the Ammaonites, the Philistines,
the Sidonians, the Amalekites and the
Maonites oppressed you and you cried to me
for help, did | not save you from their hands?
But yau have farsaken me and served ather
gods, so | will no longer save you.

Go and cry out to the gods you have chosen.
Letthem save you when you are in trouble!”
But the israelites said to the LORD, "We have
sinned. Do with us whatever you think best,
but please rescue us now."

16 Then they got rid of the foreign gods among

them and served the LORD. And he could
bear Israel's misery no longer.

17 When the Ammonites were called ta arms

and camped in Gilead, the [sraelites
assembled and camped at Mizpah.

18 The leaders of the people of Gilead said to

njelo] 7

e A
EQ0| Molc} HIZHEE Tfajo) Fals

each other, "Whoever will launch the attack
against the Amronites will be the head of all
those living in Gilead."
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Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty
warrior. His father was Gilead; his
mother was a prostitute

Gilead's wife also bore him sons, and
when they were grown up, they drove
Jephthah away. "You are not going to
get any inheritance in our family,"
they said, "because you are the son of
another woman."

So Jephthah fled from his brothers
and settled in the land of Tob, where a
group of adventurers gathered
around him and followed him.
Saome time later, when
Ammonites made war on lsrael,
the elders of Gilead went to get
Jephthah from the land of Tob.
"Come," they said, "be our
commander, so we can fight the
Ammonites."

Jephthah said to them, "Didn't you
hate me and drive me from my
father's house? Why do you comne to
me now, when you're in trouble?"

The elders of Gilead said to him,
"Nevertheless, we are turning to you
now; come with us to fight the
Ammonites, and you will be our head
over all who live in Gilead."

Jephthah answered, "Suppose you
take me back to fight the Ammonites
and the LORD gives them to me--will |
really be your head?"

the

10 The elders of Gilead replied, "The

-
-

- shpdel A

LORD is our witness; we will certainly
do as you say."

1 So Jephthah went with the elders of

Gilead, and the people made him
head and commander over them.
And he repeated all his words before
the LORD in Mizpah.
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back peaceably,”

lephthah sent back messengers to the
Armmonite king,

saying: "This is what lephthah says: Israel did not
take the land of Moab or the land of the
Ammonites,

But when they came up aut of Egypt, lsrael went
through the desert to the Red Sea and on to
Kadesh.

Then Israel sent messengers to the king of
Edom, saying, 'Give us permission to go through
your country, but the king of Edom would not
listen. They sent also to the king of Moab, and he
refused. So Israel stayed at Kadesh.

"Mext they traveled through the desert, skirted
the lands of Edom and Moab, passed along the
eastern side of the country of Moab, and
camped on the other side of the Armon. They did
not enter the territary of Moab, for the Amon
was its border,

“Then Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of
the Amorites, who ruled in Heshbon, and said to
him, ‘Let us pass through your country to aur
own place.'

Sihan, however, did not trust lsrael ta pass
through his territory. He mustered all his men
and encarnped at Jahaz and fought with Israel.
“Then the LORD, the God of Israel, gave Sihon
and all his men inte Israel's hands, and they
defeated them. Israel took over all the land of
the Amorites who lived in that country,

capturing all of it from the Arnon to the Jabbok
and from the desert to the Jordan.

"Now since the LORD, the God of lsrael, has
driven the Amarites out before his people lsrael,
what right have you to take it over?

Will you not take what your god Chemaosh gives
you? Likewise, whatever the LORD our God has
given us, we will possess.

Are you better than Balak son of Zippor, king of
Moab? Did he ever quarrel with Israel or fight
with them?

For three hundred years Israel occupied
Heshbon, Aroer, the surrounding settlements
and all the towns along the Amon. Why didn't
you retake them during that time?

| have nat wranged you, but you are doing me
wrong by waging war against me. Let the LORD,
the Judge, decide the dispute this day between
the Israelites and the Ammaonites.”

The king of Amman, however, paid no attention
to the message Jephthah sent him
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31 whatever comes out of the door of my
house to meet me when | return in
triumph from the Ammonites will be
the LORD's, and | will sacrifice it as a
burnt offering.”

32 Then Jephthah went over to fight the
Ammonites, and the LORD gave
them into his hands.

33 He devastated twenty towns from
Aroer to the vicinity of Minnith, as far
as Abel Keramim. Thus lsrael subdued
Ammon.

34 When Jephthah returned to his home
in Mizpah, who should come out to
meet him but his daughter, dancing
to the sound of tambourines! She was
an anly child. Except for her he had
neither son nor daughter.

35 When he saw her, he tore his clothes
and cried, "Oh! My daughter! You
have made me miserable and
wretched, because | have made a vow
tothe LORD that | cannot break."

36 "My father," she replied, "you have
given your word to the LORD. Do to
me just as you promised, now that the
LORD has avenged you of your
enemies, the Ammonites.

37 But grant me this one request,” she
said. "Give me two months to roam
the hills and weep with my friends,
because | will never marry."

38 "You may qo," he said. And he let her
go for two months. She and the girls
went into the hills and wept because
she would never marry.

39 After the two months, she returned to
her father and he did to her as he had
vowed. And she was a virgin. From
this comes the Israelite custorn

4othat each year the young women of
Israel go out for four days to
commemorate the daughter of
Jephthah the Gileadite.
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