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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

What do you have in your hand?

The Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” And he said, “A staff.” (Exodus 4:2)

Az a Christian, if you truly believe God is Almighty, the King of Kings, .

nd that He gave His only begotten Son, then today's Bible verse
will give you great encouragement. Moses tried to avoid serving God
because he felt inadequate, so God asked him what was in his hand.
Moses told him He had a staff, and it was with this staff that God
conducted His miracles to deliver His people. Even Pharaoh was scared
of it! If you feel unequipped to serve the Lord God, do not be troubled.
He uses the weakest and smallest of your possessions for His glory in
powerful and immense ways. Do you believe it? Let us look in the Bible
at some other ways in which God used His servants.

In 1 Samuel 17, we read about David's defeat of Goliath. The Bible
tells us that David "took his stick in his hand and chose for himself five
smooth stones from the brook”(v. 40). David's stick was small enough
to fit in one hand. It was a little stick, a slingshot, but God used it in a
potent way. You see, God used what David had, even though what
David had was small. David’s small stick not only ended an important
battle, but also struck down a giant soldier from Satan. In his hand was
not a sword, or even a knife, but just a little stick.

In Judges 7, we read about Gideon's conquest over Midian. The Bible
tells us that Gideon “divided the 300 men into three companies, and he
put trumpets and empty pitchers into the hands of all of them, with
torches inside the pitchers”(v. 16). God's army of 300 held trumpets and
pitchers, while Midian's army of thousands held swords and spears.
God used Gideon's powerless trumpets and fire: pitchers to destroy
Midian’s whole army. 1 Corinthians 1:27-29 tells us, “but God has
chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has
chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are
strong, and the base things of the world and the despised, God has
chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that
are, so that no man may boast before God.” Like David, Gideon was
also the youngest in his father's house, which meant the least. We need
to remember that God enables and empowers believers to service, not
man.

In Judges 15, we read about Samson's feat with the Philistines. The
Bible tells us that Samson “found a fresh jawbone of a donkey, so he
reached out and took it and killed a thousand men with it”(v. 15). Do you
believe it? A single man killed one thousand men with a donkey's
jawbone in his hands. It is hard to imagine a single man killing a
thousand men with a sword, or even a gun, yet alone a jawbone. |
believe it. Samson was a strong man, but it was the Spirit of the Lord
which came upon him that enabled him to do the miraculous.

In 1 Kings 17, we read about God's provision for Elijah. The Bible tells
us that God told Elijah, “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon,
and stay there; behold, | have commanded a widow there to provide for
you”(v. 8). This poor widow was preparing a last meal for herself and
son that consisted of only a handful of flour and a little oil. Elijah asked
her to give him this meal, and then prepare something for herself and
son. She did, and the flour and oil never disappeared during the three-
year drought. That is how our amazing God works. He always uses the
weak things to make strong things, if people are willing to serve.

In 2 Kings 5, we read about Elisha the man of God and Naaman the
leper. The Bible tells us that a little slave girl from the land of Israel told
her mistress, “| wish that my master were with the prophet who is in
Samaria! Then he would cure him of his leprosy”(v. 3). Her master,
Naarnan, went and told his master, the king of Aram, “Thus and thus
spoke the girl who is from the land of Israel”(v. 4). Here we see God use
the tiny lips of a little girl with no power to spread the mighty power of
God to a whole country. Acts 1:8 says, “but you will receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to
the remotest part of the earth.” Ged wants to use your lips. Are you
willing to serve Him?

In Luke 21, we read about Jesus’ observations concerning the gifts
put into the treasury by the rich and poor. The Bible tells us that Jesus
explained to His disciples, “Truly | say to you, this poor widow put in
more than all of them; for they all out of their surplus put into the
offering; but she out of her poverty put in all that she had to live on"{wv.
3-4). Jesus said that the widow who only put in two small copper coins
paid more than all the rich people put together. Do you believe it? |
heard a famous preacher say once that God does not calculate how
much you put in, but counts how much you have left in your pocket.

In John 6, we read about a boy who shared his five barley loaves and
two fish with Jesus, The Bible says, “Jesus then took the loaves, and
having given thanks, He distributed to those who were seated; likewise
also of the fish as much as they wanted”(v. 11). The little boy gave
Jesus everything he had, and Jesus used it to feed 5,000 people, with
leftovers. If the little boy had kept his food to himself, perhaps he and a
few other people could have eaten it, but he gave it to Jesus and Jesus
used it to feed the many.

In Acts 9, we read about Peter and a special woman called Dorcas.
The Bible tells us, “Now in Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha
(which translated in Greek is called Doreas); this woman was abounding
with deeds of kindness and charity which she continually did”{v. 36).
Dorcas died, and the crying widow women showed Peter all the clothes
that she had made for them. Peter folded his hands in prayer, and then
told Dorcas to arise! Is not that a true miracle of God?

Revelation 2:10 reads, “Do not fear what you are about to suffer.
Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, so that you
will be tested, and you will have tribulation for ten days. Be faithful until
death, and | will give you the crown of life.” My dear friend, all we have
to do is suffer a little longer and be faithful. Moses dedicated his heart to
the Lord with only a stick in his hand, and God used it tremendously for
His glory. All of Israel’s slaves became free, delivered from Egypt. They
crossed the Red Sea, and ate manna and drank water for 40 years in the
desert. | do not think that the richest man in the world could have
maintained this crowd, but Moses did it with a stick. Truly, it does not
make a difference what you have in your hand, so long as you have God
in your heart. God needs your faithful heart for His service, so stop
bringing Him excuses. Whatever you have is enough to serve the Lord. |
challenge you now to move forward in faith. 4
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