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Sermon for Next Sunday

| sermon for Next Sunday |

MESSIAH’S FAMILY

The record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham
(Matthew 1:1)

hen you read the Bible Ged is there. It does not make a

difference what language you read it in, He is still there.
John 1:1~2 say, "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning
with God.” To clarify who He is, John 1:14 says, “And the Word
became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as
of the enly begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.” Do
you believe that Jesus, the Messiah, was God from all eternity and
yet joined Himself to sinful humanity? Do you realize how great a
miracle it was for Jesus to become flesh? The Bible tells us that
Jesus the Messiah came to save sinners. Every sinner who gives
their life to Jesus through faith becomes a child of God who
receives eternal life. Believers are God's children! When you
believe in Jesus, you become a member of the Messiah's family
tree. David sang, "'l love You, O LORD, my strength.’ The LORD is
my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in
whom | take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my
stronghold”{Ps. 18:1~2). Like David, all believers can refer to the
Lord as my Jesus, my strength, my rock, my deliverer, my
salvation, my shield, and my stronghold! Jesus the Messiah is
your Messiah, your God, part of your family tree.

Today's Bible verse is the beginning of a long list of names
associated with Jesus' legal, not natural, father. Many of the
names mentioned come with godly life stories, but some come
with bad and even terrible history. Matthew 1:16 says, "Jacob was
the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, by whom Jesus was
born, who is called the Messiah.” Jesus was born of Mary only
and not of Mary and Joseph, “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was
as follows: when His mother Mary had been bethrothed to Joseph,
before they came together she was found to be with child by the
Holy Spirit”(Mt. 1:18). Jesus was born by a virgin, just as the Old
Testament has prophesied, “Therefore the Lord Himself will give
you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and
she will call His name Immanuel”(ls. 7:14). Jesus was
miraculously conceived, and God chose Joseph and Mary for His
family. The Messiah entered this world through a real human
being, and grew up in a real human family. His human family
background was not ideal, but it was part of God’s perfect
salvation plan.

Jesus the Messiah was unique. He was God from all eternity and
yet joined Himself to sinful humanity in the incarnation. He was
both God and man, who possessed all the attributes of deity,
“who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard
equality with God a things to be grasped”(Phil. 2:6), and the
attributes common to humanity (apart from sin), and He will exist

forever. Only Jesus could be an adequate Savior; for He was
human in order to be able to suffer and die, and He was God to
make that death effective as payment for sin. The visible
manifestation of God in Christ is amazing! The Bible tells us, “But
as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man,
but of God"(Jn. 1:12~13). When you believe in Jesus you become
born again. Your new birth is supernatural, containing noe human
element, nor does it lie within the scope of any human
achievement. Jesus is God's ‘only begotten’ because He is the
unique Son in a way totally different from any other who believes
and is born as a child of God simply because He is equal with God.

Jesus the Messiah is spiritually amazing. He conquered the
world, so that everyone who believes in Him is saved. His human
family tree contains some kings, prostitutes, faithful people,
crooked people, jealous people, righteous pecple, and all kinds of
twisted and humble people. When you look at His family wall, the
bricks that contain His human ancestry give us exercise in hope.
The acts of these people do not dictate who Christ will be. His life
blended the divine and the human. Miraculous things happened as
perfect divinity melded to murky humanity. Jesus redeemed a
corrupt ancestry. In Christ God formed a person who is able to
redeem everyone'’s family history, “"For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish, but have eternal life”(Jn. 3:16). The Lord told
Abraham, "Go forth from your country, And from your relatives
And from your father's house, To the land which | will show you;
And | will make you a great nation, And | will bless you, And make
your name great; And so you shall be a blessing;”(Gen. 12:1~2).
Jesus Christ’s work is to redeem people and make right their line
of descent.

My dear friends, as we look forward to celebrating the birth of
Christ we are assured as we look back into history that our own
family wall of bricks is not the end of the story. The Messiah's
redemption awaits humanity, and its advent in the incarnation
brings us the indwelling of Christ. Jesus’' human ancestry was
filled with many problems, but through it came the Messiah.
Jesus' ministry focuses on sinners and corrects them. When you
look at the Bible more thoroughly and sincerely, you can find your
salvation. The Word became flesh, so that now whoever believes
in Jesus belongs to His family tree. 2Timothy 3:16~17 say, "All
Scripture Is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God
may be adequate, equipped for every good work.” Amen. 4
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