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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

GET UP AND GO

“But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying,
“Arise and go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza.”
(This is a desert [road].)” (Acts 8:26)

hen Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to dwell in the hearts of all

believers, the Christian church began to grow. Unfortunately,
with its growth came severe persecution. After Stephen, the first
martyr, was stoned outside the walls of Jerusalem, Christians
scattered throughout the region, still living and spreading the Gospel.
Philip went down to Samaria, @ Gentile city, to proclaim Christ. His
preaching caused a major revival, where the people not only heard
God's word, but also saw its miraculous power. God used Philip to heal
the paralyzed and lame, and cast out unclean spirits from many people.
In the climax of all these wonderful transformations, a strange thing
happened, an angel of the Lord came to Philip and said, "Get up and
go south to the road that descends from Jerusalem to Gaza"(8:26).
God called Philip away from a highly populated area, where He was
saving many people, to a vastly isolated area, a desert road, where
people only passed by. This was a difficult calling. Philip had to leave a
place bright in opportunities, a place where he was valued and
successful in God's work and go to a remate location dull in
possibilities, where he would be thankful to meet one person.

Luke, the author of Acts, was a scientifically minded man, a
physician who used logic and reason to rationalize events. He clearly
noted the appearance and acts of angels in God's doings (see Acts
7:30&35), especially after Pentecost (see Acts 12:7&23). He also
observed how angels of the Lord and the Holy Spirit work together, as
in Philip's case. In today’s Bible verse, the angel of the Lord directed
Philip to a certain road, “Get up and go south to the road that
descends from Jerusalem to Gaza“. Once there, the Holy Spirit
directed him to a specific vehicle, "Geo up and join this chariot” and
"snatched” him away to another city (Acts 8:29&39). The angel of the
Lord and the Holy Spirit both directed Philip in God's work. Their
communications with him were clear.

Philip's messages from the angel and Spirit directed him concerning
where he was to go, but neither explained why he had to go. The
same thing happened to Abraham, “Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go
forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father's
house, to the land which | will show you"(Gn. 12:1). Hebrews 11:8
tells us that, "By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going
out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went
out, not knowing where he was going”(Heb. 11:8). God told both
Abraham and Philip to get up and go, He directed them, but He did not
give them explanations. This is God's way. Philip started a new church
in a big city where the people rejoiced in Jesus. Everything was going
so well, when out of nowhere the angel of the Lord told him to get up
and go to a desert road. How willing would you be? You can imagine
Philip thinking that God needs him here, and wondering why there,

Philip, like Abraham, obeyed God's call because he trusted Him. If
you do not trust God, you cannot obey Him. When God told Philip to
get up and go, he got up and went. It did not matter where, whether a

desert road, prison, or lion’s den. What mattered is what the Lord said
to do. When Jesus called to Peter and Andrew, "Follow Me, and | will
make you fishers of men”, they immediately left their nets and
followed Him(Mt. 4:19-20). It takes faith to move. Servants of God
must follow the Holy Spirit's direction. Philip listened. He went to the
Gaza road, he climbed into the chariot, and he let the Holy Spirit whisk
him away. Even though he had become an important man in Samaria,
he still left. It was not easy, but he continued to follow Jesus.

Qur church sends out shart-term missionaries throughout the world.
We must go without hesitation, without a plan, and without our way of
thinking. We need to listen to the Holy Spirit. We need to hear His
voice, so that we can follow and obey, not by our calculations, but by
faith. We need to trust God completely, so that He can use us. We
need to pray to hear His voice. His plan is always better and stronger
than our expectations. Philip never asked why he had to give up a
beautiful revival in order to go to a desert road. He never asked whom
he was supposed to meet. He just followed Jesus. Whether He leads
you underwater, overseas, or above the earth, you need to give up
your way and follow Him. The Master will surprise you. Please throw
away your thoughts. Your love, power, and abilities are limited.
Romans 10:12 says, “For there is no distinction between Jew and
Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, abounding in riches for all who
call on Him.” The Lord will provide everything to those who call on
Him!

My dear friend, Jesus is the Son of God. He talked the earth into
existence. Indeed, He can easily do everything without us, but that is
not His way. The Bible shows us that He works through us. He called
Philip, the fishermen, a tax collector, and a woman possessed with
seven demons, so that He could work through them. He always works
through us. God gave Jesus all authority in heaven and on earth, and
with it He calls, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit”(Mt. 28:18). Philip went to the desert road, got in the chariot, and
talked with a prime minister from Ethiopia about Jesus. The man was
reading the Old Testament. Philip asked him, "Do you understand
what you are reading?” The man replied, “Well, how could |, unless
someone guides me?” Then he invited Philip to come up and sit with
him. What amazing grace, all because Philip followed the Holy Spirit.
He shared the gospel with one man, a man who could take it back to
his home country and share it with millions.

Jesus wants to send you somewhere for His work. If you listen to
Him, and get up and go, you too will meet some wonderful soul that
He has prepared to receive Him. There are so many blessings waiting
for you, if only you move. Please open your heart and listen to the
Lord's voice. Do not wait for explanations, but listen for directions. The
Lord will give you exact directions. Get up and go where He shows
you. 4
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