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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

GIVE ME THIS HILL COUNTRY

©Then the sons of Judah drew near to Joshua in Gilgal, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said to him,
“You know the word which the LORD spoke to Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh-barnea.
@“T was forty years old when Moses the servant of the LORD sent me from Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land,
and I brought word back to him as it was in my heart. - "”So Joshua blessed him and gave Hebron to Caleb the son
of Jephunneh for an inheritance. ""Therefore, Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb the son of Jephunneh
the Kenizzite until this day, because he followed the LORD God of Israel fully. (Joshua 14:6~14)

fter forty-five years, Caleb still beheld the hill country of Hebron with

spiritual eyes. This was the land that the Lord God had told Moses to
give to him as a special inheritance for his accurate report at Kadesh-
barnea. How did he live for so long with this faith? His last forty-five years
were not easy, living in the desert and watching everyone that walked out
of Egypt die. He and Joshua were the only adult survivors. With such a
hard life, he still kept on in his faith. His strength remained, just as it had
the day that he and Joshua stood before all of Israel with their hopeful
account of the Promised Land. Of the twelve investigators sent out, only
Joshua and Caleb believed that if God was with them that they could have
this place. When Moses died, Joshua became lIsrael’s leader. At the
appointed time, Joshua began dividing the land among Israel’s tribes. It
was a day of remembering, and although Caleb was now eighty-five years
old, he asked Joshua to give him the hill country. Why did Caleb want
such a difficult task? This was the land that ten other men saw as too high
and teo difficult to conguer. They were discouraged. This was the land
filled with giants. Caleb was now a senior citizen. What motivated him to
press on concerning this tough area?

Caleb remembered God's promise to him, “Then the sons of Judah
drew near to Joshua in Gilgal, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh the
Kenizzite said to him, “You know the word which the Lord spoke to
Moses the man of God concerning you and me in Kadesh-barnea. | was
forty years old when Moses the servant of the Lord sent me from
Kadesh-barnea to spy out the land, and | brought word back to him as it
was in my heart."(vv. 6~7) Caleb’s witness was still the same because his
heart was still the same. Forty-five years prior, God told Moses, “But My
servant Caleb, because he has had a different spirit and has followed Me
fully, I will bring into the land which he entered, and his descendants shall
take possession of it.“(Num. 14:24) At that time, all of Israel was
depressed and discouraged because they believed the majority, not the
minority report. Caleb was different. He and Joshua told God's people,
“The land which we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good
land. If the Lord is pleased with us, then He will bring us into this land and
give it to us—a land which flows with milk and honey. Only do not rebel
against the Lord; and do not fear the people of the land, for they will be
our prey. Their protection has been removed from them, and the Lord is
with us; do not fear them.”(Num. 14:7~9) Caleb was full of strong faith.
He stood on God's promise. The majority had a great giant and little God
perspective, but Caleb had a great God and little giant view. The majority
was problem conscious, but Caleb was power conscious. He never forgot
God's promise. He was not part of the complaining or grumbling crowds.
All his life, he was on his way to a better land.

Caleb remembered his own commitment to the Lord. He told Joshua,
“Nevertheless my brethren who went up with me made the heart of the
people melt with fear; but | followed the Lord my God fully. “So Moses
swore on that day, saying, 'Surely the land on which your foot has trodden

will be an inheritance to you and to your children forever, because you
have followed the Lord my God fully.”{vv. 8~8) Caleb completely followed
Ged, not partially. He reminded Joshua of his full surrender, total
commitment, and sincere dedication. He remembered how he stood apart
frorn the crowd in victory. Do you remember the time you decided to
follow Jesus? Do you remember how happy you were when you believed
in Him? Where is your faith now? Have you left your first love? Jesus
asked John to tell the church, “But | have this against you, that you have
left your first love. Therefore remember from where you have fallen, and
repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else | am coming to’ you and
will remove your lampstand out of its place—unless you repent.”(Rev.
2:4~5)

Caleb remembered God's faithfulness to him, “Now behold, the Lord
has let me live, just as He spoke, these forty-five years, from the time that
the Lord spoke this word to Moses, when Israel walked in the wilderness;
and now behold, | am eighty-five years old today. | am still as strong today
as | was in the day Moses sent me; as my strength was then, so my
strength is now, for war and for going out and coming in."(vw. 10~11)
Caleb knew his strenght was from the Lord God. He knew God was with
him. Even though he was old, he was ready to fight the biggest giants. He
boldly stood before Joshua and said, “Now then, give me this hill country
about which the Lord spoke on that day, for you heard on that day that
Anakim were there, with great fortified cities; perhaps the Lord will be
with me, and | will drive them out as the Lord has spoken.”(v. 12) Caleb
asked Joshua to give him the best blessing and the toughest work. He
was not scared. He did not analyze the situation. As a senior citizen, he
did not want to sit back and rest for his remaining years. He wanted to
fight. God took care of him up to this hour. Grace had brought him safe
thus far, so now he told Joshua to give him the greatest and toughest
blessing. The Bible tells us, “Therefore, Hebron became the inheritance of
Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite until this day, because he
followed the Lord God of Israel fully."(v. 14)

My dear friend, God looks at your heart. He looks at your sincere faith.
Do you love the Lord with all your heart, mind, and soul? This is what
counts! If you have this faith, you can ask the Lord anything you want.
Jesus promises, “Whatever you ask in My name, that will | do, so that the
Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me anything in My name, |
will do it."(Jn. 14:13~14) Where is your mind? If your mind is depressed
and your views are stronger than the Bible, then forget it. Where is your
heart? If money and the things of this world are centered in your heart,
then forget it. Where is your faith, your first love, your salvation? If it is
not with Jesus, then forget it. Caleb put God first. He remembered God's
promises and faithfulness. He remembered his commitment to the Lord
God. His faith made him see and understand things through the eyes of
God, not man. His life reflected the glory of God because he practiced his
faith! Amen. 4
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