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‘Waiting', the theme we share celebrating the Advent is waiting for
God's visit. God planned to visit humans just as parents visited their chil-
dren's houses, however, He waited until the proper time was fulfilled.
"looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God
and Savior Jesus Christ,(Titus 2:13)" By Jesus' coming to this earth, hu-
mans were eventually visited by God. “Assuredly, I say to you, among
those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Bap-
tist; but he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.(Matt
11:11)" Jesus referred to John the Baptist as the greatest prophet among all
the prophets in the Old Testament. However, like the poet Yoon, Dongju,
who was embraced in the bosom of the Lord when no less than a few
months left before the independence, John the Baptist could not see in
person the death and resurrection of Jesus, who became the norm for di-
viding human history into before Christ(B.C.) and Ano Domini(A.D.).
That's why waiting of John the Baptist, who waited at the intersection of
two eras can become a greater lesson to us.

Old era and new era

What is the difference between the old era which is represented by
John the Baptist and the new era which he did not experience? There can
be a variety of points of view, but if they were to be summarized into one,
'the exercise of the Holy Spirit' can be selected. In the beginning was, and
in the history of the Old Testament appeared several times the Holy Spir-
it, but particularly, since Jesus came as the Comforter after Jesus came to
this earth, died, resurrected, and ascended to heaven, the Holy Spirit is
the trait of the new era. “And the angel answered and said to her, “The
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will over-
shadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be
called the Son of God.(Luke 1:35)" The most gracious part of phrases in
the Bible which we meditated on over last week was the sight of the de-
scendance of the Holy Spirit. I hope you experience that the work of the
Holy Spirit that overshadowed Mary will overshadow our community
and our neighbors. John the Baptist who was born six months before Je-
sus was born was extraordinary from his birth. When John's father who
was a priest(Zechariah) offered sacrifices to God while his division was on
duty, Gabriel the angel appeared and announced a son would be born to
him. If the age of John's mother Elizabeth is considered, it was not easy to
imagine. "For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink nei-
ther wine nor strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit,
even from his mother’s womb. And he will turn many of the children of
Israel to the Lord their God. He will also go before Him in the spirit and
power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared
for the Lord.(Luke 1:15-17)” Zechariah was frightened by the prophecy
that a son to be born would be full of the Holy Spirit and in charge of
turning others to the Lord. It's because no matter how eagerly I have
been waiting for something to happen, I may be afraid if it actually hap-
pens to me. The mouth of Zechariah who could not speak as a sign that
he had received a prophecy could be eventually opened when he called
his son's name John. The life of John the Baptist who was born in his fa-
ther Zechariah's and his mother Elizabeth's waiting was that of preparing
for the coming of Jesus.

Waiting, witnessing time

John the Baptist did his best to prepare and wait for the coming new era
by witnessing Jesus. I bless that you, as saints, live lives of waiting well Bib-
lically regardless of the length of the rest life. Concerning the reason that

Jesus who said he would come soon did not come again for over two thou-

Sermon in English Translation

John the Baptist,
the Man of Waiting

(John 3:26-30)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

sand years, the Bible says it is to give saints time to witness. It is to spread
the gospel to the nations that do not know Jesus yet in every place through-
out the world, and during the waiting time, God allowed them the oppor-
tunity to repent and mature more to become the people of the Heavenly
Kingdom. If so, how did John the Baptist testify to Jesus during the time he
waited and prepared for? "When the men had come to Him, they said,
“John the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, ‘Are You the Coming One, or
do we look for another?’(Luke 7:20)” John the Baptist testified to Jesus very
clearly. John the Baptist sent two of his disciples, Peter and John, to Jesus
and made them ask if 'he is the one who is to come(Messiah). Jesus verified
he was 'the one who was to come' by showing them the sight that the sick
were healed, and the poor restored. Because it is natural to love and care
for disciples and to wish to be with them as a teacher, it is never easy for a
teacher to send his disciples to others. Nevertheless, the reason that John
the Baptist could send his disciples to Jesus was because he focused on a
life of witnessing Jesus. The one who witnesses Jesus like John the Baptist is
surely needed not only when Jesus ministered on this earth but also even
today. I hope you and I, not anyone else, become blessed saints who are
waiting for Jesus' coming and change the waiting time into the time to tes-

tify to Jesus.

The one who stands and rejoices as the friend of the bridegroom

Another trait revealed in the life of waiting and witnessing of John the
Baptist is that he was satisfied with the role of a supporting actor. Just as
there are often cases in which outstanding performances of supporting
actors make the works more alive in movies or dramas, John the Baptist
offered his own heart to witnessing Jesus during his life and gladly took
charge of the role of a supporting actor. "He who has the bride is the
bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears
him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this
joy of mine is fulfilled.(v.29)" John the Baptist referred to himself as 'the
friend of the bridegroom who stands and rejoices’. Even though he was
not the bride nor Jesus the bridegroom meaning the one who received a
testimony from him, he was a man of joy, and he never tried to become
the bridegroom or take the place of the bride. This heart of John the Bap-
tist is revealed better in "He must increase, but I must decrease.(v.30)"
This statement is often misunderstood as 'As he must increase, so must I
increase. I hope you can contain this word "He must increase, but I must
decrease" in your heart as a treasure. However, there is one more miscon-
ception to be dispelled in this word. This is not the saying which means
that 'he must increase and I must be destroyed' The word 'decrease’ does
not mean rotting or becoming worn out but refers to becoming smaller
than before. Therefore, it indicates that our self-inflated appearance be-
comes small, and our self-enhanced appearance comes down to a mod-
erate level. "You have made him a little lower than the angels; You have
crowned him with glory and honor, And set him over the works of Your
hands.(Heb 2:7)" Just as Jesus was made lower than the angels for a little
while, the lowering of our ego is the decrease. [ hope you remember
there is a silver bullet of God that even though we are feeble, by wishing
for the work that Jesus must increase, we also eventually increase. We
have already tasted an era that John the Baptist waited and prepared for,
and we are waiting for the appearance of the one amid the same awaiting.
I bless that during the period, by being used to spread the gospel to the
end of the earth through a life of witnessing as saints, and through a life
of missionary work as churches, our testimony becomes clearer, and we
are transformed as witnesses to accomplish God's anticipation.
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