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AZter Moses’ death, Joshua was
ommissioned by God to lead
the Israelites in their conquest of
Canaan (1:1-9). The conquering of
the land was done in three segments;
Central Canaan was first, followed by
Southern Canaan, and then Northern
Canaan. When the Gibeonites
(Southern Cannan) heard what Joshua
had done to Jericho and Ai (Central
Canaan), they became extremely
frightened. They knew that God had
commanded Moses to give them all
the land, and to destroy all its
inhabitants. They heard the stories
about how the Red Sea and Jordan
River parted just for them. As such,
they decided to trick the Israelites by
pretending to come from a far country
in order to make a covenant of peace
with them (9:4-6). The men of Israel
were deceived because they didn't
ask for the counsel of the Lord (9:14).
They made a covenant with the
Gibeonites. After finding out that
they had been fooled, the whole
congregation wanted to kill them.
Joshua and the leaders of Israel
explained to the congregation how
they could not go back on their oath
because God’s Word had been given
{9:18-19). As a consequence, Joshua
and the leaders of Israel made the
Gibeonites servants, hewers of wood
and drawers of water, for the house of
God (9:23).

Now when the king of Jerusalem
heard that Jericho and Ai had been
utterly destroyed and that the
inhabitants of Gibeon had made
peace with Isreal, he greatly feared
(10:1-2), He formed a coalition with
four other kings of Southern Canaan
to attack Gibeon (10:3-4). These five
kings united against Gibeon, not
Israel, because they hated the
Gibeonites for making peace with
God's people. This historical event
rings true even today. Whenever you
become a child of God, all the world
hates you. In this world people
always fight against each other, but

g

Enemy’s Funeral

(Joshua 10:22-27)

Joshua then said to them,
“Do not fear or be dismayed! Be strong and courageous,
for thus the LORD will do to all your enemies with whom you fight.”

when it comes to God's people they
become one. As a Christian,
everybody wants to attack you. The
Bible tells us, “If you were of the
world, the world would love its own;
but because you are not of the world,
but I chose you out of the world,
because of this the world hates you”
(In. 15:19). All the people of
Southern Cannan hated Gibeon
because they thought the Gibeonites
believed in God.

When the five kings began their
attack against Gibeon, Gibeon called
for help from Joshua (Jos. 10:6).
They pleaded with him not to
abandon God's servants. Remember,
the people of Israel were angry at the
Gibeonites for their deception. The
five kings of Southern Canaan were
very strong and very familiar with hill
country warfare because their land
was also in hill country. Without
Israel, Gibeon didn’t stand a chance.
At the time, Israel was camped at
Gilgal, twenty-five miles downhill
form Gibeon. Joshua moved quickly.
He and all the valiant warriors of
Israel traveled all night uphill to
rescue Gibeon (10:7-9). Amazing!
Joshua prayed to the Lord for help
and large stones from heaven fell
upon the enemy (10:11). More men
died from the hailstones than those
whom the sons of Israel killed with
the sword. At this war, Joshua prayed
for the sun and moon to stop (10:12-
13). The Lord fought, not for Gibeon,
but for Isracl. The Gibeonites became
Israel. We tend to think that the
Gibeonites were really poor,
worthless people who everybody
disliked, but God loved them.

During battle, the five kings
escaped and hid themselves in a cave.
As you can imagine, these kings
knew their territory quite well. They
hid themselves where no man could
possibly find them. Because of their
expert knowledge in mountain
landscapes, they felt quite safe. But
God’s eyes are like fire. He can find

anyone. So, Joshua was given their
location (10:17). He had large stones
rolled in front of the cave’s entrance
and stationed guards to watch over it
until his return from slaying all the
enemy. He conquered everything and
gained absolute victory (10:20).
Upon his return to the cave,
Joshua ordered the five kings to be
brought out before him (10:22). He
ordered the men of Israel to put their
feet upon the king's necks and said,
“Do not fear or be dismayed! Be
strong and courageous, for thus the
Lord will do to all your enemies with
whom you fight” (10:24-25). Joshua
then put the kings to death and hung
them on five trees till evening
(10:26). What was the meaning of
this? This was not a human curse but
God’s curse. Moses commanded
Joshua to follow this way, “If a man
has committed a sin worthy of death
and he is put to death, and you hang
him on a tree, his corpse shall not
hang all night on the tree, but you
shall surely bury him on the same day
(for he who is hanged is accursed of
God), so that you do not defile your
land which the Lord your God gives
you as an inheritance” (Dt. 21:22-23).
These five kings were cursed.
They had no hope, no salvation. They
thought their best place of refuge was
in the cave, but the Lord found them
and brought them out. He hung them
on a tree and cursed them. After that
evening they were taken down and
placed back in their cave. Large
stones were rolled over the mouth of
the cave that very same day (10:27).
The enemy’s funeral was hopeless
and lifeless. Actually, their refuge
became their grave. Their hiding
place became their wasting place. In
Revelation 6:15-16 we read of how
some other people do the very same
thing, “Then the kings of the earth
and the great men and the
commanders and the rich and the
strong and every slave and free man
hid themselves in the caves and
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among the rocks of the mountains;
and they said to the mountains and to
the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us
from the presence of Him who sits on
the throne, and from the wrath of the
Lamb’™. What a paradox! Their safe
place becomes a sereaming hell.

As Jesus approached John the
Baptist, John said, “Behold, the Lamb ~
of God who takes away the sin of the
world” (Jn. 1:29)! Jesus became a
sinner and Satan crucified Him on a
tree, then put him in a cave, covered it
with a large stone, and had it guarded.
He followed God's method. He
thought he had totally victory. He had
Jesus hung on a cross, with a crown
of thorns, hands and feet nailed, and
His side pierced. A totally insulting
death. An absolute death and perfect
victory. But what happened? Three
women approached Jesus’ tomb and
were wondering how they were going
to roll away the stone in order to
prepare His body (Mk. 16:3).
“Looking up, they saw that the stone
had been rolled away. although it was
extremely large” (Mk. 16:4). An
angel told them that Jesus wasn’t
there and to come in and see for
themselves (Mk. 16:6). Jesus' tomb
was a resurrection place, a victory
place. Isn't that a wonderful victory?
God’s raised Jesus from the dead
(Gal. 1:1)! There's total victory over
death. That's why it’s so sad that the
enemy’s funeral, like the five kings,
has to end in defeat. What a paradox!

My dear friend, do you want to be
God's enemy? Do you understand
what your funeral will be like, no
hope, no life, and no future, Open
your heart to Jesus. Tell Him you are
a sinner and ask Him to forgive you,
Ask Him into vour heart to become
your Lord and Savior. Tell Him you
want to be like a Gibeonite, a servant,
His child. There’s no place of refuge
but in His arms. Come to Jesus and
find victory. i
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