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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

LORD’S SUPPER

“c»And while they were eating, He took [some] bread, and after a blessing He
broke [it]; and gave [it] to them, and said, “Take [it]; this is My body.”
e And when He had taken a cup, [and] given thanks, He gave [it] to them; and
they all drank from it. “’And He said to them, “This is My blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many.”(Mark 14:22-24)

he beginning of Mark 14 mentions the approaching feasts of

Passover and Unleavened Bread, two of Israel’s great yearly
celebrations commemorating their deliverance from Egypt on
the night when God “passed over"” the homes of the Israelites
during the slaughter of the firstborn. These godly events
climaxed with Jesus’ death and resurrection. Many things
occurred during the two days leading up to these feasts, which
were part of Jesus’ last supper. | would like to highlight three of
the situations that Mark records in chapter 14 that will help us
prepare our hearts as we come together today to partake of the
Lord's Supper.

Mark 14:3-9 explains that Mary poured expensive oil over
Jesus' head during His visit with Simon, the leper. Her royal
actions, which occurred the day before Jesus' institution of the
Lord’s Supper, were the climax of this dinner party. Judas
Iscariot, one of the twelve disciples, instigated trouble by
questioning her deed, and causing the others at the dinner party
to ask, “Why has this perfume been wasted?” His true spirit
was valid from human eyes, but not from God's perspective.
Jesus defended Mary, and told His disciples, “Truly | say to you,
wherever the gospel is preached in the whole world, what this
woman has done will also be spoken of in memory of her”(v. 9).
Mary's use of the costly oil had wonderful merit. It was a gift fit
for a king, and therefore quite appropriate. Her lovely and
sincere heart revealed her beautiful dedication to Jesus. | hope
you will come today to the Lord’s Supper with that kind of
generous devotion.

While Jesus was sharing a meal with Simon and His disciples,
the chief priests and the scribes were secretly seeking how to
kill Him, saying, “Not during the festival, otherwise there might
be a riot of the people”(v. 2). Judas Iscariot went to these
religious officials after Simon’s dinner party in order to betray
Him to them, and they were exceedingly happy with his idea,
and even promised to give him money(v. 10). He began thinking
how he would betray Jesus at the right time(v. 11). With these
wicked thoughts in his head, he sat down the next evening with
Jesus and partook of the Lord's Supper. On the outside, he
appeared wholesome and worthy, but on the inside, he was
rotten and not fit to sit at the Lord's Table. It is true that any one
of us can commit sin, but secretly living an ungodly life and

coming to the Lord's Table without repentance is not only
shamefully wrong, but is extremely dangerous and can be
deadly. For this reason, you need to examine yourself carefully
prior to partaking of the Lord’'s Supper. Please heed this
warning—woe to any person who betrays the Lord Jesus
Christ!

Two separate dinners occurred on the evening of Jesus’ last
supper. The first concerned Passover and Unleavened Bread,
and the second the Lord's Supper. The first supper required
special preparations, in which the Israelites were required to
sacrifice an unblemished lamb, cleanse their homes of leaven,
and eat unleavened bread and bitter herbs in remembrance of
God's mercy for passing over their ancestors(v. 15). In the
second supper, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing He
broke it, and gave it to His disciples, and said, “Take it; this is
My body”(v. 22). And when He had taken a cup and given
thanks, He gave it to His disciples, and they all drank from it.
And He said to them, "This is My blood of the covenant, which
is poured out for many”(v. 24). Just as the Israelites prepared
themselves to partake of Passover and Unleavened Bread, so
believers need to prepare themselves for the Lord’s Supper.
Christ became our Passover Lamb. 1 Corinthians 5:7 says,
“Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just
as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has
been sacrificed.” Please prepare yourself by cleansing your sin
before coming to the Lord’s Supper, for Jesus died in order to
destroy the sin problem of all humans.

As Jesus and His disciples ate the Passover on the first day of
Unleavened Bread, He explained to everyone a new covenant,
in which He would be the sacrificial lamb. The unleavened bread
now represented His body and the wine His blood. God was
making a new covenant, so Jesus instituted a new celebration
commemorating His death, resurrection, and second coming.
His blood would save all believers from death, so that God
would “pass over” them during judgement. The Lord’s Supper,
in light of Jesus’ resurrection and ascension, enables us to look
back on Jesus' life, look forward to His coming again, and look
upward to His Lordship. Come now, with a sincere, reverent,
and clean heart to the Lord's Table, and receive His blessing.
Amen. i
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