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In the Psalter in which 150 gem-like poems were collected, psalm 73
moves us by expressing his own shamefulness frankly. "But as for me, my
feet had almost stumbled, my steps had nearly slipped. For I was envious
of the arrogant when I saw the prosperity of the wicked.'(Ps 73:2-3). The
poet confesses his life almost stumbled because he was envious of the ar-
rogant. It's because he was disappointed and discouraged when he saw the
wicked did not perish but prosper(Ps 73:4-12). "All in vain have I kept my
heart clean and washed my hands in innocence."(Ps 73:13). The poet felt
like giving up good deeds in his life due to the disappointment and jealou-
sy arising in his heart. Because we become spiritually dark when jealousy
enters our hearts, we should be careful of disappointment and discourage-
ment. Because anyone can fall into discouragement once while living, be-
lievers should be armed with hope in order not to stumble. "But when I
thought how to understand this, it seemed to me a wearisome task,"(Ps
73:16). The problem of wickedness often shakes our faith to the root. Like
the poet, we can ask, 'Why on earth is God patient with the wickedness so
long?, 'Why doesn't God requite the wickedness immediately?' We can al-
most lose our footholds because of sudden jealousy even while we are
serving and ministering hard in the church, and we can also fall into a
place of pain because of jealousy coming into our hearts outside of the
church. The poet expresses 'my feet had almost stumbled, my steps had
nearly slipped' by referring to the moment when discouragement becomes

jealousy, falling into a place of suffering.

Sanctuary, the place where the holiness of God is manifested

"until I went into the sanctuary of God; then I discerned their end.(v.17)"
Since the period when the author of the Psalm lived was a time before the
temple was built, the sanctuary was the Tabernacle constructed at Mount
Sinai. The poet who greeted the great change of jumping up from the
turning point of his life owing to God's grace poured out to him when he
entered the sanctuary even though he had almost stumbled was Asaph, a
Levite, a professional psalmist praising God. Because of the amazing truth,
through which God enlightened him in the sanctuary, all the discourage-
ment, jealousy, and pain of his life disappeared. Asaph, who had super-
vised the whole of moving the ark of God, sang 'the great reversal of his
life arising out of awakening God had given' on the basis of amazement
and mystery he had experienced in the sanctuary. An Old Testament theo-
logian, Buber, says 'The sanctuary of God is the domain where the holiness
of God is manifested, so there is no need to limit it to physical spaces like a
tabernacle or a temple. To meet the holiness of God is the time when the
light of creation and the life of God is shone or the moment of encounter-
ing the holy God personally. Asaph experienced the divine light of God,
which defeats sins and death, shone brightly into his heart when he en-
tered the sanctuary. Like Asaph, we also enter the sanctuary, experiencing
the presence and holiness of God, and the moment when all the problems
of life are solved. We can bear fruit of the light consisting in all goodness,
righteousness, and truth(Eph 5:9), and the way to the Holy of Holies, which
only the high priest could enter in the Old Testament Age, was opened
through Jesus Christ. Every believer, who believes in and follows the cross
of Jesus, stands before God face to face, tasting his holiness and realizing
and knowing the most blessed knowledge and wisdom in cleanliness and
wholeness. The divine awakening God pours out through the gate of
prayer is the very privilege. The prayer time when we talk to God and lis-
ten to the voice of God deeply is the very time for us to be opened to God.
I bless in the name of the Lord that you will experience the blessed time of

realizing the important truth through prayers.

Sermon in English Translation

What is God Doing
In the Wicked World?

(Psalm 73:17-25)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

Three Realizations in the Sanctuary

The first thing the poet realized in the sanctuary of God was his bare
face. Looking at the prosperity of the wicked and being envious of the ar-
rogant, he realized his feet almost stumbled. Even though they were the
wicked who looked pompous and arrogant in the poet's eyes, God showed
him their future of falling after a few steps. "When my soul was embittered,
when I was pricked in heart, I was brutish and ignorant; I was like a beast
toward you. (vs.22-23)". Despite the prosperity of the arrogant power
against God being fleeting, when he saw it, the poet confesses honestly that
his lacking and weak bare face made his feet almost stumbled. "Neverthe-
less, I am continually with you; you hold my right hand. You guide me

with your counsel, and afterward you will receive me to glory.(vs 23-24)"

The second content that Asaph realized in the sanctuary is 'Nevertheless.
This is the conjunction that connects verses 22 and 23 in the English Bible
ESV, and the expression that Martin Luther translated for the first time,
which, I think, is a very splendid translation. It was because of the confes-
sion that entering the sanctuary, he realized at last that his brutishness and
ignorance were like no less than a beast. 'Nevertheless, there is no answer
except the Lord, so he came to seek the Lord wholeheartedly. Hearing the
poet's heartfelt confession, God held the poet's right hand with God's right
hand. Because the appearance of holding the right hand with the right
hand is the one that God faces the poet, holding his hand like handshak-
ing, or holding him just like embracing him behind, theologians often
translate by referring to the person whose right hand was held by God as “a
man as precious as a king'. "Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is
nothing on earth that I desire besides you.(v.25)". The third and last, the
poet makes a determination that he will truthfully offer his life to God. The
first step for having good faith is the life to be near God. Asaph sings that
to be near God is 'my blessing’, not any other's blessing. That's why he
doesn't express, 'Let's be near God.' I wish you and I profess the truth that
being near God is a blessing.

The sanctuary, the life after that

"But for me it is good to be near God; I have made the Lord GOD my
refuge, that I may tell of all your works.(Ps 73:28)" The last conclusion that
the poet experienced when he entered the sanctuary is divided into three
parts. First, to lead ' a life of being near God', however, you must not stay
only there. You must lead a life of spreading the works of God, which is the
next step. We should deliver to the world God's works and what God has
worked for me, and the grace of God who rescued us from almost stum-
bling and falling, and made us realize. The ring connecting these two ele-
ments is 'the Lord GOD is my refuge. It has the same meaning as "The
Lord is my rock! in the sense that the life of being near God is safe. How-
ever, a 'refuge' is a place for escaping to just for a while, so, he emphasizes
going out of there and moving again. Therefore, I refer to a refuge as 'a
launching pad from which we go to the world with a calling" Entering the
sanctuary of God, we come to realize our own shortages and arrogance.
Nevertheless, we can go near God because God holds us by his right hand.
I pray in the name of the Lord that the blessing of being near God will
bring us to the place of blessed faith that spreads the grace God has given
us to the world.
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