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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

TWO SIGNIFICANT POINTS

“And Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see;
and that those who see may become blind.” “"Those of the Pharisees who were with Him
heard these things, and said to Him, “We are not blind too, are we?” " Jesus said to them,
“If you were blind, you would have no sin; but since you say, ‘We see’, your sin remains.”
(John 9:39-41)

fter healing a man who was born blind, Jesus said to him “For

judgment | came into this world, so that those who do not see may
see, and that those who see may become blind”(v. 39). Some Pharisees
standing by Him overheard what He said, and asked Him, “We are not
blind too, are we"(v. 40)? He told them, “If you were blind, you would
have no sin; but since you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains”(v. 41). Jesus
called attention to two significant points. First, spiritually blind people who
know Him receive sight from Him, and He washes their sins away.
Second, spiritually blind people who do not knew Him, but think they have
spiritual sight receive blindness from Him, and their sins remain. The
Pharisees read Scripture, went to church, and prayed, but they did not
know the Messiah. They crucified Him! Like the Pharisees, many people
think they can see, but they really cannot. They read the Bible, go to
church, and say they are good Christians, but they do not know Jesus. Do
you really know Jesus? Are you thinking about His suffering during this
Lent season?

If Jesus had not told the Pharisees they were sinners, they would not
have been aware of it, “If | had not come and spoken to them, they would
not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin”(Jn. 16:22). From
Jesus’ ministry comes judgment. He has spoken the truth for all to hear.
Those who do not listen have serious problems. Matthew 13:13 says,
“Therefore | speak to them in parables; because while seeing they do not
see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand.” Those
who reject Him cannot understand His ways. Jesus said, “In their case
the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, “You will keep on
hearing, but will not understand; you will keep on seeing, but will not
perceive; for the heart of this people has become dull, with their ears they
scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes, otherwise they would see
with their eyes, hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and
return’”(Mt. 13:14-16). If you want to see, hear, and understand the Lord,
then get to know Jesus! Someone who opens their mouth while thinking
their eyes and ears are open, when in fact they are closed, is a dangerous
person.

The whole chapter of today's Bible verses is about the man born blind.
When Jesus’ disciples first saw him, they wondered whether it was this
man or his parents who sinned and caused his blindness. Jesus
explained, “If was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was
so that the works of God might be displayed in him”({Jn. 9:3), Jesus had a
deep and sericus message to deliver through this man, His healing
caused a lot of confusion because no one in the history of humankind had
ever had his or her eyes opened after being born blind. When the
Pharisees questioned him, the man was surprised that they did not know
Him. He believed that Jesus was the Messiah, but the Pharisees did not
Jesus said, "While | am in the world, | am the light of the world"(Jn. 9:5).
The Pharisees saw the healed blind man, but they were blind to Jesus
The healed blind man saw His light.

“There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens
every man”(Jn. 1:9). This light is available to all people, but most people
are blind because of their pride. When Jesus healed the man born blind,
He showed everybody that He is the Light of the world. He challenged

the religious people, but their hardened hearts prevented them from
seeing His light. Even though they heard His voice and saw Him heal a
man born blind, their stiff necks kept them from believing in Him. They
did not accept Jesus because of pride. Their pride told them that they
were not sinners, which is why they sinned. Jesus healed so many sick
people, He even raised people from the dead, but the high religious
officials could not accept Him. They could accept the miracles, but not
Jesus.

Accepting Jesus in this world brings hardships. The Pharisees, high
priests, and scribes did not accept Jesus because they were afraid of
their current situation. If they accepted Jesus, their current situation
‘would get worse. They would lose their reputation amongst the Romans,
and thus lose political power. These men were smart and knew the ways
of society quite well. Truly, if they accepted Jesus they would lose
everything, just like His disciples. The world would persecute them. Their
spiritual blindness kept them in the dark. If you really accept Jesus Christ
in this world, you will experience suffering. You have to take your cross
and deny yourself, which means you give up the world's temporary
pleasures of enjoyment.

Only those who have spiritual sight can accept Jesus Christ as their
Lord and Savior. Very few people really believe that Jesus Christ is their
personal Savior because of their fear of society. The man who buried
Jesus, Joseph of Arimathea, and a ruler of the Jews, Nicodemus, both
came to Jesus at night because of their cowardice. Real Christians have
to suffer in order to follow the Word of God, which is why the majority of
today's Christians, even though they read the Bible, do not take Jesus
Christ seriously. They want high positions, social recognition, and to say
they believe in Jesus. Jesus does not work that way. Christians and
pastors who live this kind of life are spiritually blind. Just like the
Pharisees, who saw Jesus’ miracles and heard His voice, they reject
Jesus Christ. Their actions bring Jesus to the mountain of Calvary for
crucifixion, all because of pride.

My dear friend, your pride gets hurt when you deny yourself and let go
of the world to follow Jesus. After Paul met Jesus Christ, he took his
cross and the suffering that came with it. He counted his worldly loss as
nothing compared to the insurmountable joy in Christ Jesus. He
understood Jesus’ words, "l am the Light of the world; he who follows
Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life”(Jn. 8:12).
When pride clouds your spiritual eyes, there is nothing but darkness.
Please understand that "if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of
darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the
darkness"(Mt. 6:23)! Jesus said, “This is the judgment, that the Light has
come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light,
for their deeds were evil“(Jn. 3:19). | hope during this fourth Sunday of
Lent that you will take the time to reflect on Jesus' suffering, and let His
light shine in your heart, so that you will love the Light and reject the
darkness. Please humble yourself and let Jesus heal your blindness. He
will open your eyes and forgive your sins, so that you can be strong and
courageous in the Lord your God. Amen. i
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