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LORD'S TABLE

“While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.”
"And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you;
@for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.
“*But I say to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day
when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.”
(Matthew 26:26~29)
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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

esus’ last supper in this world took place on Passover. As
\JHis time of death neared, He said to His disciples, “You
know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son
of Man is to be handed over for crucifixion.”(Mt. 26:2) Jesus
alerted His disciples to the shortness of time concerning His
death. When His disciples asked Him where He wanted to eat
the Passover, He told them, “Go into the city to a certain man,
and say to him, ‘The teacher says, “My time is near; | am to
keep the Passover at your house with My disciples.”(Mt.
26:18) His mind was heavy, and Jesus wanted to prepare His
disciples for the coming cross. As they shared His last
Passover, Jesus also shared with them His first Communion,
which was the beginning of the New Covenant. This first
Communion from Jesus was not meant just for His disciples,
but for every Christian. The things He taught His disciples
during this special meal have very serious meaning for you and
me at each communion service we partake. Let us remember
the important lessons that Jesus taught His disciples about
Communion. .

At Communion, we remember Jesus’ body, "While they
were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He
broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, ‘Take, eat; this is
My body.""(v. 26) Some may wonder about that statement, but
Luke 22:19 clears up any mystery, “And when He had taken
some bread and given thanks, He broke it and gave it to them,
saying, ‘This is My body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of Me.”" The bread is a symbol to remind us of
the sacrifice of Christ's body. What should we remember about
His sacrificial body at Communion? God is unlimited, but
Christ's body had limitations. He chose to restrict His body,
"Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ
Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did not
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in
the likeness of men."(Phil. 2:5~7) Christ chose to show His
love in a human body, humbling Himself to the point of death
on a cross. His body saves us from eternal death, which is why
He endured the pain of crucifixion. We should remember the
love, suffering, and endurance of His body.

At ‘Communion, we remember Jesus' blood, “And when He

had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying,
‘Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins”(vwv.
27~28) Like the bread, the cup is a memaorial symbol of
Christ's blood. Christ’s blood was shed to pay for our sins,
"Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we
shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him."(Rom. 5:9)
1 Peter 1:18~19 further state, “knowing that you were not
redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your
futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with
precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the
blood of Christ.” Only Christ's blood can cleanse us from sin,
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”(1 Jn.
1:9) Many people think that money, fame, or good deeds can
wash away sin, but this is clearly not possible. Revelation 1:5
tells us, "and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To
Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood.”
Remembering that Christ's blood makes us holy and able to
have communion with God, we increase our love for Him.

At Communion, we remember Christ's coming new kingdom,
"But | say to you, | will not drink of this fruit of the vine from
now on until that day when | drink it new with you in My
Father's kingdom."”(v. 29} Can you imagine this wonderful
celebration in heaven? Can you picture seeing Jesus face to
face? Can you envision not needing faith because you can
see? Right now, our spirits can rejoice within us because
Christ has made it possible for us to be with Him forever in
heaven. Although He waits to partake of this Communion, He
asks us not to wait, but to' remember His sacrificial new
covenant.

My dear friend, Communion is a time to search your heart
and confess your sins. It is a time to look in two directions,
back to the cross and forward to the Kingdem. When you
remember Christ's cross, you become aware of the cost of
your sins. When you remember Christ's kingdom, you become
aware of your future happiness with Him in heaven. Have you
responded to the love that makes forgiveness possible? Will
you be with Christ in His wonderful Kingdom? d
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