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ELI THE HIGH PRIEST

) And the LORD said to Samuel, Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel at which both ears of
everyone who hears it will tingle. ™ In that day I will carry out against Eli all that I have spoken
concerning his house, from beginning to end. " For I have told him that I am about to judge his
house forever for the iniquity which he knew, because his sons brought a curse on themselves and
he did not rebuke them. ™ And therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s
house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever. (1 Samuel 3:11-14)

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

n today’s Bible verses, Samuel received an ear-tingling message of

doom directly from God concerning Eli and his family, and nervously
delivered it to Eli without error. Eli was the high priest and judge of
Israel, and Samuel was his apprentice. As such, God's voice should
have come to Eli, but instead God used Samuel to prophesize His
message of judgment. What kind of person was Eli that God's
judgment came upon him?

Eli was a good man, and faithful priest. He earnestly loved and led
Israel for forty years. He was a true servant of God. No one could point
a finger at him concerning his priestly duties because he performed
them with excellence. No one could complain about his ministry work
because he was a true spiritual man. He was a generous and kind
leader. He loved and raised Samuel to become a wonderful and
powerful priest. He was respectable, a man who knew the difference
between right and wrong and practiced it. He knew God, and talked
directly with Him. He even taught Samuel how to talk with God, “Go
lie down, and it shall be if He calls you, that you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord,
for Your servant is listening'”(1 Sam. 3:9).

Eli was also a man who followed God's will. After God spoke with
Samuel, Eli asked about their conversation. Samuel explained
everything exactly as God told him. It was an awful message, and
therefore a very dangerous one to deliver. Samuel knew that Eli could
easily have him killed, yet he withheld nothing from Eli. Surprisingly, Eli
did not get angry with Samuel or God. He did not even complain. He
humbly accepted God’s will, telling Samuel, “It is the Lord; let Him do
what seems good to Him“(1 Sam. 3:18).

Why did God punish Eli when he was not the one who rebelled
against Him? His two sons profaned God's house through immoral
activity, not him. He was a faithful religious leader. What did he do
wrong? Eli did not do what he was supposed to do. His two sons were
very bad. They were young, smart, and followed their own ways, not
God’s, “Now the sons of Eli were worthless men; they did not know
the Lord"(1 Sam. 2:12); they "despised the offering of the Lord"{1
Sam. 2:17). He knew about his son's evil doings, "Now Eli was very
old; and he heard all that his sons were doing to all Israel, and how
they lay with the women who served at the doorway of the tent of
meeting,”(1 Sam 2:22) but he never took measures to correct the
situation. He said to them, ""Why do you do such things, the evil things
that | hear from all these people? No, my sons; for the report is not
good which | hear the Lord's people circulating. If one man sins against
another, God will mediate for him; but if a man sins against the Lord,
who can intercede for him?* But they would not listen to the voice of
their father, for the Lord desired to put them to death”(1 Sam. 2:23-25).

Eli did not fix his son’'s problems. He did not punish them, even though
he had the power to do so. He was a high religious and governmental
authority who could have easily put them in jail, but he did not. His
neglect caused his sons to disrespect the word of God. Although his
personal lifestyle may have been blameless, the fact that he failed to
discipline his children brought God's extreme judgment upon him and
his family.

Sadly, the same sort of thing is happening right now. There are
church leaders with terrible family situations who are not addressing
them. They are not fixing or correcting their bad kids because they are
afraid of what others might think. They preach about God’s love,
kindness, and generosity in such a way as to prohibit any type of
change. They do not handle others as sinners in need of repentance.
They do not offer the cleaning scolution to the sin problem. As
Christians, we have to walk the narrow way. We cannot comprise with
sin. Jesus did not ignore the sin in God's house; He cleaned it up (Jn.
2:15-16). Even though everybody was enjoying himself or herself, He
did not care that he disrupted their comfort because He cared more for
their souls. Eli was a spiritual man who deeply cared about the ark of
God (1 Sam. 4:13), but he did not take care of his family's problems by
doing what he was supposed to do, and his failure brought God's
judgment.

When Israel went out to battle the Philistines, they lost. A
messenger came: from the battlefield and told Eli, “Israel has fled
before the Philistines and there has also been a great slaughter among
the people, and your two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead,
and the ark of God has been taken”(1 Sam. 4:17), As soon as the
messenger mentioned that the ark of God had been taken, “Eli fell off
the seat backward beside the gate, and his neck was broken and he
died, for he was old and heavy. Thus he judged Israel forty years“(1
Sam. 4:18). When his pregnant daughterinlaw from his son Phinehas
heard the news that her husband, father-in-law, and brother-in-law
were dead, she gave birth and named her son "Ichabod,” which
means the glory has departed from Israel (1 Sam. 4:21). What a terrible
family situation! Eli should have taken his parental responsibility
seriously. He did not pick-up his cross, but only lifted it.

Today's Christian parents are so weak in managing and disciplining
their kids, They think ignoring or lightly confrenting their children’s sins
is love, but it is not. When parents do not repent, when they do not
practice their faith in all areas of their lives, the result is deadly. Eli had
the righteousness, power, and authority to do something about his
family’s problems, but he did not and the consequences were fatal.
Christians, please repent and pick-up your cross to follow Jesus. b
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