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| sermon for Next Sunday ||

GREATER GRACE

“But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says,
“God is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” (James 4:6)

ames, the brother of Jesus, wrote this biblical verse. He wanted

believers to understand that the grace of God is always giving,
and always willing to give more. Sadly, many of today’s Christians do
not even think about the grace of God. Sadder still, many of today’s
preachers do not preach about it. The consequences of such neglect
are that people try to obtain God's grace through their wisdom,
thinking it has to do with earthly fruit. They go to church, give money
to the church, or help in the church hoping to earn God's favor. Their
motivation is improper because their understanding of God's grace is
wrong. Every virtue should be traced to grace. We must clearly point
out the fountain of inward grace as well as the stream of manifest
service that flows from it. The principle of grace produces the
practice of goodness, and no one can create or preserve that
principle but the God of all grace. Therefore, when we falter or fail, it
is wise to seek God for His greater grace.

Today’s verse shows us a contrasting truth. Observe the text in its
connection: "You ask and do not receive, because you ask with
wrong motives”(v. 3), “You adulteresses, do you not know that
friendship with the world is hostility toward God"(v. 4}, and “Or do
you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: 'He jealously
desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us"(v. 5)? These
truths are countered with another truth, “"But He gives a greater
grace"(v. 6). When sin abounds, grace still more abounds! When we
discover more of our weakness, God gives more grace. When we
are in trouble, the Bible tells us to “draw near with confidence to the
throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help
in time of need”(Heb. 4:16). Seek God and He will give you more
grace, “Therefore humble yourself under the mighty hand of God,
that He may exalt you at the proper time”(1 Pet. 5:6). When you
confess your sins, when you acknowledge that you are a sinner. God
will give you the power, He will give you His Holy Spirit for more
grace. Sinners who believe in Jesus Christ as their Savior God will
receive greater grace. That is God's promise. He never gives up on
us. He is always ready to give us more grace for victory to those who
humble themselves, "For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted”(Lk. 14:11).
Praise God that there is no limit of measure to His increasing gifts of
grace.

This wonderful verse shows that God is ever on the giving hand.
Observe the general truth of the text, "But He gives a greater
grace”. It is God's way to give more grace. He gives us new and
larger supplies of grace, and even higher orders of grace. He gives
more grace as the old nature works more powerfully. This should be
a truth of daily use for us. It should encourage us to enter wider
fields or perhaps take on duties that are more difficult. It should

comfort us in our deeper everyday troubles. It is an assurance of
hope during the severe tests of sickness and death. Knowing it is the
nature of God to give more and more grace, let us have growing
confidence in Him.

Believers need to know and practice this verse in their daily lives,
Our spiritual poverty is our own fault, for the Lord God gives grace to
all who believe for it. Our spiritual growth will be to His glory, for we
can only grow because He gives more grace. What a wonder to
grow constantly! What a good God we have to turn to. Let us rejoice
in the present and hope for the future because the further we go the
more grace shall we know. As such, let us humbly go forward with
confidence and courage, “For though the Lord is exalted, yet He
regards the lowly, but the haughty He knows from afar”(Ps. 138:6).
That is God's way. "Though He scoffs at the scoffers, yet He gives
grace to the afflicted” (Prov. 3:34). Isaiah 66:2 tells us, “But to this
one | will look. To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who
trembles at My word.”

My dear friend, the biblical story of the prodigal son is a good
illustration concerning God's grace toward us. Do you remember
what the young man said when he repented and returned to his
father? He cried, "Father, | have sinned against heaven and in your
sight; | am no longer worthy to be called your son”(Lk. 15:21). His
sins were great, but his father's grace was greater. His father
instructed his household, “Quickly bring out the best robe and put it
on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; and bring
the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of
mine was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been
found”(Lk. 15:22-24). God's grace is even greater than this earthly
father's is. God says, "I will instruct you and teach you in the way
which you should go; | will counsel you with My eye upon you. Do
not be as the horse or as the mule which have no understanding,
whose trappings include bit and bridle to hold them in check,
otherwise they will not come near to you. Many are the sorrow of
the wicked, but he who trusts in the Lord, loving-kindness shall
surround him”(Ps. 32:8-10). God takes no pleasure in the death of
the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live. In
Ezekiel 33:11, God says, “Turn back, turn back from your evil ways!
Why then will you die, O house of Israel?”

Jesus is calling now, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heaven-
laden, and | will give you rest”(Mt. 11:28). Today's Bible verse tells us
that God gives a greater grace to the humble. Let us be humble,
Deny yourself, follow Jesus, and He will give you His greater grace.
Please, trust the grace of God. Try it by prayer, prove it by faith, bear
witness to it with passion, and praise it with grateful joy. Amen. 4
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