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AMAZING THING

(Matthew 8:1-4)-

he said. “Be clean!”

Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. “I am willing,’
immediately he was cured of his leprosy.

¥

@ 20001331199
hen Jesus began His
ninistry, He went

throughour all Galilee teaching in the
Jewish =; uagogues and proclaiming
the gospel of the kingdom, and healing
every kind of disease and every kind
of sickness among the people. This
was an amazing thing! Under Jewish
law, only good people or clean people
were allowed to enter into the Temple
or synagogues o hear the high priests
or scribes preach. not unclean
people—especially not lepers. The
news about Him quickly spread
throughout all Syria; and they brought
to Him all who were ill. those suffering
with various diseases and pains,
demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics: and
He healed them. Large crowds
followed Him from Galilee and the
Decapolis (a district, originally
containing 10 cities, south of the Sea
of Galilee, mainly to the east of the
Jordan River) and Jerusalem and Judea
and from beyond the Jordan (see Mt
4:23-25). Unlike the high priests and
scribes limited audience, Jesus
attracted everybody! Seeing the
crowds, He went up on the mountain
and preached the now widely known
and loved Sermon on the Mount (see
Mt. 5-7). When He had finished, the
crowds were amazed at His teaching:
for He was teaching them as one
having authority, and not as their
seribes (see Mt. 7:28-29). The scnbes
had 1o rely on tradition for authority;
Jesus™ authority was His own. Indeed,
His ministry contrasted the new Way
with the “old one” of the scribes and
the Pharisees!

Today’s Scripture passage comes
after Jesus’ long sermon—the Sermon
on the Mount. Just how long it took for
Him to deliver it is unknown, perhaps
hours. Never the less, the people
weren't bored or tired. Quite the
contrary, “When Jesus came down
from the mountain, large crowds
followed Him™ (v. 1). His preaching
was different. He was different. Many
heard His words and took them to
heart! One such person was a very sick
man, “And a leper came to Him and
bowed down before Him, and said,
‘Lord, if You are willing, You can
make me clean™ (v.2). What an
amazing thing! In the Jewish religion
the high priests judged whether or not

someone had leprosy in order o cast
them out of God's family: they never
healed them (see Lev. 14). Here, a
leper comes to Jesus, bows down
before Him, and requests healing. He
calls out “Lord” because He believes.
He believes because He heard the

before Jesus and asked of Him and
received of Him? So many blessings
flow from the Father through Jesus to
you. Do you ever think of the amazing
thing He did for you? If I invested
$200.00 in some new mutual fund and
made $2,000.000.00 in a relatively

Wake-up! God’s grace that comes to you in

Christ Jesus is the most amagzing thing ever!
This life is filled with amazing things,
like the birth of a child, airplanes and computers,

the special love between a man and a woman, etc.,

but none so utterly amazing

and all important as to be cleansed from sin.

Word of God. He heard the Word of

God because of Jesus. Amen!

Jesus didn’t push the leper away,
He “stretched out His hand and
touched him, saying. ‘T am willing; be
cleansed.” And immediately his
leprosy was cleansed” (v. 3). Isn’t this
amazing? If this leper had come to any
other priest, the priest would have
cried out, “Unclean, unclean™ and
asked that the sick man immediately
depart. Jesus touched him and brought
him into God’s family. He touched him
in the same way. He now touches you
and me. I can’t think of better way to
describe the affects of Jesus™ touch
than to call upon the hymn which so
beautifully rings with this truth,
“Shackled by a heavy burden, beneath
a load of guilt and shame, then the
hand of Jesus touched me and now [
am no longer the same—He touched
me—Oh, He touched me—and Oh,
the joy that floods my soul, something
happened and now I know, He touched
me and made me whole.”

My dear Choong Hyun friends,
right now, as we stand before the Lord
God, do you realize that Jesus shed His
blood for you so that you could have
the opportunity to be reconciled with
God? Let’s be honest. How many
times have you, like the leper, stood

short time, everyone would look at this
occurrence as an amazing thing. How
many here teday think that when they
ask the Lord, “I'm a sinner, please
cleanse me,” and they become an
Israelite—a special child of God, that
this is indeed an amazing thing? Wake-
up! Ged's grace that comes o you in
Christ Jesus is the most amazing thing
ever! This life is filled with amazing
things, like the birth of a child,
airplanes and computers, the special
love between a man and a woman,
etc., but none so utterly amazing and
all important as to be cleansed from
sin.

Throughout the entire Old
Testament, there’s only two
oceurrences of someone actually being
healed from leprosy—Miriam (see
Num. 12:10-15) and Naaman (see 2ki.
5). Everyone else suffered. God made
Moses™ Law for our benefit, to point
out the serious consequences of sin
and the need for redemption. There
wasn’t one Old Testament saint who
lived up to the Law of God. No one
could but God Himself. The Son of
God came to this earth not only to
uphold the Law but to finish
make it so that you and I through His
grace could live in harmony with God.
Jesus™ death on the cross opened the

—lo

way to salvation. His blood provided
the forgiveness of all sin! No one can
come to the Father except through
Jesus, Is there anyone who doesn’t
understand the word “no one™? It
means no person. Nobody can have a
relationship with God without Jesus.
To know God is to know Jesus.
Without Jesus, no person has any
connection with God. Only Jesus
provides the truth, way. and life of
God.
Jesus

id to the leper. “See that

you tell no one; but go, show yourself’

to the priest and present the offering
that Moses commanded, as a
testimony to them™ (v. 4). Just imagine
the stunning impact on the priest, since
no record exists of any Israclite being
cured of leprosy except Miriam
(remember Naaman was a Gentile).
What a testimony! What an amazing
thing! Where the Law ended with a
leper being cast away. Jesus finished
with a leper being brought into God's
family. This leper is now an Israclite.
He’s now God’s child! He is clean and
free, filled with joy and the hope of
eternal life.

How many times have you gone
to Jesus, asked Him to cleanse you,
to be God’s child? how
many times has Jesus responded, “1
am willing, be clean™? Did you ever
testify to this? Do you truly appreciate
His sacrifice and blessing? Let's stop
here. When we come to the Lord, we
pray in part. “Thy Kingdom Come.
Thy Will Be Done”. God always gives
an answer. Do you appreciate His
awesome response? Are you proud 1o
be a child of God? This is a blessing,
an amazing thing! How excited are
you? Do you believe that if you come
to the Lord and ask Him to please
forgive you that He will, and in so
doing make you God's child? So often
our minds wander to other things and
we don’t ponder the incredible and
amazing gift of His grace. This sermon
about the man with leprosy gives us
tremendous spiritnal power. This Word
of God teaches us that between leprosy
and communion with God there is the
proclamation of heaven! Jesus asks us
10 wilness to this truth. Let us join our
hearts and pray, “Lord. if you are
willing. cleanse me™. Amen! g
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