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If the image of someone who is at death shines, the one's life can be said
very blessed. "Then Abraham breathed his last and died at a good old age,
an old man and full of years; and he was gathered to his people."(Gen 25:8).
The Bible expressed the death of Abraham as 'he was gathered to his peo-
ple. "Moses was one hundred and twenty years old when he died. His eyes
were not dim nor his natural vigor diminished."(Deut 84:7). Moses' death
was just like the image that God transfers him. "When Jacob had finished
giving instructions to his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed, breathed
his last and was gathered to his people.'(Gen 49:33). The great man of faith
between Abraham and Moses lived the more evil life than Abraham, but
he faced a more peaceful death than Abraham. Examined the death of Da-
vid recorded in the last part of 1Chronicles, David faced a much more
splendid death than the great people mentioned before. "He died at a good
old age, having enjoyed long life, wealth and honor. His son Solomon suc-
ceeded him as king."(1Chr 29:28). To enjoy wealth at an old age is a blessing
even by the world standards. In addition to that, David enjoyed honor.
Above all, David had a best successor who succeeds him. The Bible ex-
plains the reason that David was blessed like this was because David 'devot-
ed all his heart to building the temple' The 'temple' is one of the important
themes which make a connection between the Old Testament and the New
Testament. It's because the temple is the place where God is as well as the
place where we meet God and where God reigns. The Garden of Eden as
well as the tabernacle in the wilderness in the period of Exodus are all
called the temple. Therefore, the command to build a temple is also a

command to build not only a visible temple, but also an invisible temple.

David and the temple in 1 Chronicles

Chronicles is estimated to be written latest among the books of the Old
Testament. After the kingdom of Northern Israel was collapsed by Assyria,
the kingdom of Juda was also destroyed in B.C. 586. The temple construct-
ed in the period of Solomon was also destroyed. The Israelites who had
been taken captive to Babylon had cried out to God to make them return
to their hometown and reconstruct the temple so that they could have
worshipped there. However, though they came back to Jerusalem and even
built the temple owing to the grace of God, the faith of the Israelites was
not much restored. Chronicles was just the reminder of the Bible that
awakened the Israelites at this period to 'remember the heart when you
build the temple and remember the pledge when you don't have the tem-
ple'. There appear lots of David's stories in 1 Chronicles. "I will be his father,
and he shall be my son: and I will not take my mercy away from him, as I
took it from him that was before thee:"(1Chrl7:13). God was pleased with
David's resolution for building the temple for God and made a covenant
that He would build a permanent house for David. The covenant that Da-
vid's house will be permanent is a covenant that is also given to us. It is be-
cause God made with us a covenant that He would not sever the promise
He made with us. "But you will have a son who will be a man of peace and
rest, and I will give him rest from all his enemies on every side. His name
will be Solomon, and I will grant Israel peace and quiet during his reign.
He is the one who will build a house for my Name. He will be my son, and
I will be his father. And I will establish the throne of his kingdom over Isra-
el forever/(1Chr 22:9-10). Chronicles illuminates following the will of Da-
vid, his son Solomon will build the temple. “All this,” David said, “I have in
writing as a result of the Lord’s hand on me, and he enabled me to under-
stand all the details of the plan”(1Chr 28:19). The temple for Solomon to
build was built according to the blueprint God taught David, The prepara-
tion for building the temple such as human and material resources is im-
portant, but what is more important is that the blueprint of the temple de-

livered to Solomon had been received from God. "David praised the Lord

Sermon in English Translation

Have My Son Build the Temple

(1 Chronicle 29:17-19)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, “Praise be to you, Lord, the
God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting."(Chr29:10). David
prayed to God for having let him ‘prepare and dream'. We must remem-
ber, just as David's plan and preparation was succeeded by Solomon, the
temple where we meet and attend God and the ruling of God is fulfilled
should be accomplished by each period, each generation, and each person.

The temple we will build

David's thanksgiving prayer contains his heart to offer his whole life to
God. Verse 17 of the text expresses this T am pleased with that I have given
willingly and with honest intent'. Verse 19 explains 'his son Solomon will
build the temple with the wholehearted devotion' With this heart, we
should build the temple of God within us. It's because the true temple is
Jesus. "Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again
in three days.” They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this tem-
ple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” But the temple he had spo-
ken of was his body."(John 2:19-21). Through Jesus God reigns, and through
Jesus we meet God. Death and resurrection of Jesus is the way how we
build a true temple, and the true temple we should build must be founded
on Jesus' resurrection. If Jesus is within us, we immediately become a tem-
ple. Therefore, the meaning of building a temple within us can be said the
life of making Jesus dwell perfectly within us, and also the life of following
the will of Jesus. "Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and
that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst?"(1Cor 8:16). The Bible says we should
know since we are temples, we should not defile our bodies. "Do you not
know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom
you have received from God? You are not your own;"(1Cor 6:19). The Bible
emphasizes again that we should know our bodies are temples where the
Holy Spirit dwells. "In him the whole building is joined together and rises
to become a holy temple in the Lord." The temple should be spread out
into the world. Just as the lives of David and Solomon led to the temple,

God's reign should continue from one generation to the next.

I am very curious about the blueprint God inspired David. It is written in
Hebrew Bible as 'tavnit, but it is translated into 'Plan, Pattern, or Image,
etc. in English Bible. I think that the moment God showed the blueprint to
David, even David, who was unfamiliar with architecture, was likely to see
it clearly. Just as we can make same clothes with a pattern when making
clothes, the moment Solomon saw the inspired blueprint, Solomon equal-
ly would have been able to see it clearly. Just like the blueprint God gave to
David, the gift that was given to us by God's inspiration is the Bible. The
Bible clearly shows what the will of God is, definitely teaches the path of
Jesus, and talks about how the Holy Spirit works together. The blueprint
which builds our lives into the temple is the very Bible. The word referring
to the blueprint God showed David is the same as referring to the blue-
print that God had let Moses know when he had built the Tabernacle. The
design of Atonement Cover(v.11) and Ark of the Covenant(v.18), the two
most important elements in the temple, is the way of solving our sins and
leading us to salvation. That's what the Bible teaches us by inspiration. Let's
all build a temple by living our lives. I bless in the name of the Lord that
we all would enjoy the blessed lives in which we build a temple where God
dwells, where God meets us, and where God reigns.
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