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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

BY THEIR FRUITS

@ Now when John, while imprisoned, heard of the works of Christ, he sent word by his disciples “and said to
Him, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for someone else?” “Jesus answered and said to them,
“Go and report to John what you hear and see: “the BLIND RECEIVE SIGHT and the lame walk, the lepers
are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the POOR HAVE THE GOSPEL
PREACHED TO THEM. ““And blessed is he who does not take offense at Me.”(Matthew 11:2~6)

esus Christ and John the Baptist had a very, very special
Jre!ationsh‘rp. Before John was born, an angel of the Lord told his
father that he would go as a “forerunner” before Jesus, “to turn the
hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the disobedient to the
attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the
Lord.”(Lk. 1:17) More than seven hundred (700) years before that Isaiah
prophesized that John's ministry would prepare the way for Christ's
ministry(ls. 40:3~5), which Luke also recalled, "And he came into all the
district around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins; as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah
the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make ready
the way of the Lord, make His paths straight. ‘Every ravine will be filled,
and every mountain and hill will be brought low; the crooked will
become straight, and the rough roads smooth; and all flesh will see the
salvation of God'"(Lk. 3:3~8). Even Matthew pointed out John's
important work, "For this is the one referred to by Isaiah the prophet
when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘make ready
the way of the Lord, make His paths straight!""(Mt. 3:3) Heaven
appointed John to witness, prove, and explain to the world that Jesus
Christ is the Messiah.

John, himself, told the world, “I am a voice of one crying in the
wilderness, 'Make straight the way of the Lord,” as Isaiah the prophet
said."(Jn. 1:23) and as Jesus approached him in Bethany, he proclaimed
to the crowds, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of
the world!”(Jn. 1:29) As a servant of God and true witness, he should
have had no doubts about Jesus Christ, but after he was jailed for
reprimanding Herod he started to question things. He sent his disciples
to-Jesus to ask, “Are You the Expected One, or shall we look for
someone else?”(v. 3) John knew Jesus, the Holy Spirit had come upon
him while he was yet in his mother's womb.(Lk. 1:15) He was the one
who prepared His way, but he dreamed his own version of the Kingdom
of God. When adversity and persecution hit him, like us, his faith
wavered.

In answering John's question, Jesus also answers ours. He told
John's disciples, “Go and report to John what you hear and see:"(v. 4)
Jesus revealed an important principle. He had warned those who
listened to Him, "Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves."(Mt. 7:15) He
explained the difference between a false and true prophet, “You will
know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes
nor figs from thistles, are they? "So every good tree bears good fruit,
but the bad tree bears bad fruit. “A good tree cannot produce bad fruit,
nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. “Every tree that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown in the fire. “So then you, will know
them by their fruits.”(Mt. 7:16~20) When you read the Bible, you need
trust in God's word and not make another meaning. After Jesus told

Peter that he was going to Jerusalem to be crucified and raised in three
days, Peter rebuked Him and said, "God forbid it, Lord! This shall never
happen to You.”(Mt. 16:22) Like John, he was making his own meaning
of the Bible. Both of them wanted the Messiah to act like their version
of the Bible, not God's. Today's Christians need to read and trust God's
word, nothing else. g

What are the fruits of Jesus? Today's Bible passage says, “the blind
receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf
hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to
them."(v, 6) These are real fruits. God sent His Son to this earth, so that
whoever believes in Him will be blessed. In the Old Testament, Isaiah
prophesized about the coming Messiah, “Then the eyes of the blind will
be opened and the ears of the deaf will be unstopped. Then the lame
will leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute will shout for joy."(Is.
35:5~6) Jesus not only fulfilled this Old Testament prophecy about
Himself, but every single one! John read the Scriptures, he knew the
truth, but his expectations were his own, not God's. His imprisonment
did not make sense to him because he had his own idea of how things
should play out, and this was not it. Jesus was a stumbling block to
him. If you do not believe the Word of God, then you imagine your own
philosophy. If you accept the Bible, then everything becomes clear. Your
failure or success in life depends directly on Jesus.

Many of today’s big church pastors do not believe exactly in what
Jesus said. They make up their own glorious meanings to suit their own
viewpoints. What they say sounds good and gathers a great following,
but it is very different from God's meaning. Those pastors who really
preach Jesus Christ are not famous in this world because much of what
they say contradicts the world's view. Few want to listen to them
because it is hard to accept the whole Bible. The high priests believed )
that after Jesus was crucified that He would rise again in three days.
When the saldiers reported His missing body, they paid the soldiers
money to give a false report. Jesus was a stumbling block to them. If
you do not want Him to be a stumbling block to you, then do not
confuse God's word. Please accept the Bible purely, put your faith in
Jesus Christ clearly, and you will sincerely receive God's mercy and
grace.

Today is the 3rd Sunday of Lent. Focus your mind on denying
yourself, taking your cross, and following Jesus. Believe in God's word
wholeheartedly. Jesus concluded, “And blessed is he who does not
take offense at Me."{v. 6) Can you in full faith acknowledge and accept
His fruit as evidence of His messiahship? John knew Jesus, but he got
mixed up because he stopped looking at the fruits. Jesus reminded
him about what to look for, so that he could be reassured. My dear
friend, look at the fruits of Jesus and know that He is your Savior.
When trouble comes, and it will, all He asks is that you just believe.
Amen. 4
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