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Sermon of pastor Ki

HIDING FROM GOD

".--They heard the sound of the LORD &od walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.
Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, 'Where are you?"--"(Genesis 3:7-12)

Tha very idea of hiding from God seems rather ridiculous, because we
know that God is omnipresent (present everywhere simultaneously).
There's ne place inside or outside of ourselves where we can go and
God's not there. He is everywhere at all times! Even so, it is the sinner's
nature to hide from God. Today's Scripture passages pertain fo the folly
and shame of disobedience, and are contained in one of the most basic
chapters in the Bible. Genesis 3 simply illustrates temptation and human
failure. The serpent asked Eve, "Indeed, has God said,"(v. 1). The
question that followed now follows a thousand different pathways
toward temptation. Like Adam and Eve, we fry to rationalize our actions
in direct contrast o the trith. We believe the lies of Satan and many
times place our own wills above God's, We're constantly filled with
excuses and think that there's no other way, no hope.

Prior to eating the forbidden fruit, Adam and Eve enjoyed intimate
fellowship with God. They experienced ultimate happiness. After their
disobedience, "They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden”(v.
8). Just imagine the wonderful privilege of hearing God walk! Adam and
Eve heard the sound of God walking, knowing that He wanted to walk
with them and talk with them. They had this delicate and delicious
fellowship with God. Instead of embracing it, they turned away from it.
They hid themselves. Here, man and woman experienced ultimate
sadness, Here, our amazing God, our righteous God desired fellowship
with His human creation, and His creation hid. Why? Fallen people hide
from God.

"Then the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 'Where are
you"(v. 9). A loud noise, a big voice spoke out within the garden. God was
seeking His people. God is always seeking sinners, "For the Son of Man
has come to seek and to save that which was lost”(Lk. 19:10). All humans
try hard for the things that amount to nothing. They eat from the tree
that God doesn't want them to eat from. They try hard for the wrong
things. Adam and Eve did try, and they got what they were seeking,
"Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves fogether and made themselves
loin coverings”(v. 7). Indeed, they got something! They got the wisdom to
make leaf clothing.

Human work amounts to nothing, and usually nothing but trouble. All
the time and effort put into seeking things outside of God's realm leads
to more and more seclusion from God. Adam and Eve tried to hide from
God. They found out that withdrawal from God makes humans dry out
and wither. It makes them fail again, and again, and again. What do we
need to do in order to avoid this horrid death? Instead of hiding, we
need to seek God. We need to confess our sins instead of hiding them.

Shame and guilt are the consequences of sin. If ignored for long
periods of time, they will cause hardness of heart. When sin occurs, we
need to confess and repent. To confess sin means to seek God. To
repent means to regret and furn away from sin. The first response of
Adam and Eve to their sinful condition was to hide from God. Wrong
move! Christ's unhindered openness to the Father was both a model for
life and the means of removing humanity’s shame. Right movel We need
to be open and honest with God at all times, knowing that He is our
loving Father who forgives all sin through Christ.

The Word of God, this Bible, shows God is seeking us! Sometitmes
through suffering, sometimes through trials or temptations, we find out
God is seeking us. Sometimes through listening to a sermon, sometimes
through a lovely friend, we find out that God is seeking us. God is
seeking you! God shows He is seeking us, "Where can I go from Your
Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence?"(Ps. 139:7). Not only

that, but God invites us to Him, "Come to Me, all who are weary and
heavy-laden, and I will give you rest” (Mt. 11:28). God seeks and invites
us to come to Him, He loves us so much (see Jn. 3:16). "The Spirit and
the bride say, 'Come.’ And let the one who hears say, 'Come.’ And let the
one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes fake the water of life
without cost” (Rev. 22:17). Yet, there are those who still try to hide,
“and you are unwilling to come o Me so that you may have life" (In.
6:40). Jesus tells us, "I have come in My Father's name, and you do not
receive Me; if another comes in his own name, you will receive him” (Jn.
6:43).

Still, we try to hide from God's authority. We may avoid or ignore
God's presence, and thus not seek Him or allow Him to dwell within, but
no one has the opportunity to hide from His authority. God created us as
moral creatures and gave us a liberty to think. We have the free will to
sin. We have the freedom to disobey God. The consequences of such
acts are fearful and terrible, but God has provided a way of escape
through faith in Jesus Christ. From now until Christ's return,
opportunity abounds. However, when Jesus returns again, which may
happen at any moment, no one will have a choice! People will try to hide,
"Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 'Fall on us, and to the
hills, ‘Cover us™ (Lk. 23:30). Those who have tried to hide themselves
from God will cry out to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us
from the presence of Him who sits on the throne, and from the wrath of
the Lamb" (Rev. 6:16)

The Lamb of God is normally pictured as tender and gentle, never
angry, but here it is the wrath of the Lamb of God which will befall
sinners. Why? Jesus died for you. He was slain on the cross for you. He
offers you a second opportunity. He wants fo deliver you from sin. He
wants fo redeem you and reconcile you fo God. All this time, He gave
Himself to you wholly, peacefully, and freely. Those who have continued
to try and hide from Him, rejected Him, now must face righteous
Jjudgment, "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does
not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him"
(In. 3:36). Jesus' death, resurrection, and ascension are not superficial
historical events, but one of ultimate significance. His second coming
marks the permanence of judgment. There's no second chance. When it
happens, all men will act as if they believe, but only those who have true
faith will live.

Who is really hiding? All the kings of the earth hide because they
are so proud and don't need God. All the famous people who want glory
for themselves. All the richest people who think wealth is more
important than God. All the honorable and strong men of the earth
because they think they are the greatest. Truly, all the slaves of sin
hide from God.

The preaching of the Word of God, “that is, the mystery which has
been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now been
manifested to His saints, to whom God willed 1o make known what is the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory” (Col. 1:26-27). My friends, the secret is out!
Jesus shows us everything! Don't hide, just grab the truth, and we will
receive His grace.

If you really want to hide, be hidden in Christ. “Therefore if you
have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your mind on the things
above, not on the things that are on earth. For you have died and your
life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory" (Col. 3:1-4).
Amen i
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