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MANY MEMBERS,

ONLY ONE BODY

"The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body.
So it is with Christ. “"For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks,
slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. -+
@9If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it.

“Now you are the body of Christ,

and each one of you is a part of it.

(I Corinthians 12:12~27)

oday's Bible passage describes the importance of diversity and unity
T in the church. There are many members in the Body of Christ, but
there is only one body. If the members argue and fight with each other,
then the whole body suffers. The Holy Spirit unites the many dissimilar
members of the Body of Christ demanding that all members, even those
that seem unimportant, function in harmony. Every believer is a member
of Christ’s body, “Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is
a part of it"(1 Cor. 12:27). The primitive church understood the importance
of Christ’s: body functioning in one accord, “Every day they continued to
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and
ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the
faver of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those
who were being saved”(Ac. 2:46~47). The relationship between a
Christian and the church is similar to believing husbands and wives, “for
we are members of His body. ‘For this reason a man will leave his father
and mother and be united to his wife; and the two will become one flesh.’
This is a profound mystery—but | am talking about Christ and the
church”(Eph. 5:30~32). Christ is the bridegroom and the church is His
bride. This special unity is a secret that only true Christians can
understand. Paul explains, “Censequently, you are no longer foreigners
and aliens, but fellow citizens with God’s pecple and members of God's
household, built on the foundation of the aposties and prophets, with
Christ Jesus Himself as the chief cornerstone: In Him the whole building is
joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. And in Him
you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives
by His Spirit"(Eph. 2:19~22). As a temple of God, a member of Jesus
Christ's body, pleasing God is yeur priority. All members of Christ's body
should have this pleasing attitude. Let's look at three distinct elements in
the Body of Christ to deepen our appreciation of our place of privilege.
There is individuality in the Body of Christ, “The body is a unit, though it
is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one
body. So it is with Christ”(1 Cor. 12:12). Every member has its own
personality and is different, but the common link is the Spirit, “For we
were all baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether Jews or Greeks,
slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink”(1 Cor. 12:13).
Every member of Christ's body has been baptized in the Holy Spirit, which
makes us into one body. So, even though each believer is different we are
still one, and thus must not be a stumbling block to other members. We
should not be a dead stone, but a living stone within the Body of Christ,
“As you come to Him, the living Stone-rejected by men but chosen by God
and precious to him-you also, like living stones, are being built into a
spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ”(1 Pet. 2:4~5). Isn't that a
wanderful blessing? We are beautiful in the eyes of God. Living stones
display harmony. The Corinthian church had a problem with harmony. Its
members were bickering back and forth about who was more important,
“You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and guarreling among
you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men? For when one
says, 'l follow Paul," and another, ‘| follow Apollos,” are you nat mere men?

What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom
you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. | planted
the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. So neither he who
plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things
grow”(1 Cor. 3:3~7). Our church needs tg accept its various individual
members as part of Jesus Christ.

There is no inferiority in the Body of Christ, "But in fact God has
arranged the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them
to be. If they were all one part, where would the body be? As it is, there
are many parts, but one body”(1 Cor. 12:18~20). God places in the church
whatever members He wants. Each member of the Body of Christ is for
His glory, and we need each other even though we are not equal. God
sets us in the body and gifts us as He pleases. We must accept His
choices and understand the importance of each and every member. Too
often we complain about each other when we should be serving together
to please our Lord. Often times the weakest member is the most useful,
s0 we must remember that the feeble members are needed too. No one
is to be looked down upon, for there is enough honor for all. Please honor
others more than yourself. Qur church needs to take care and love each
other in Christ.

There is intimate fellowship in the Body of Christ, “so that there should
be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for
each other. If one part sutfers, every part suffers with it; if one part is
honored, every part rejoices with it"(1 Cor. 12:25~26). If someone in our
church is hurting, are you hurting also? If someone in our church receives
good news, are you celebrating too? There should be no evil schemes in
the Body of Christ, for we are to care for one another. We are ta love one
another. We are to respond when others members suffer, ”And this is his
command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one
another as he commanded us. Those who cbey his commands live in Him,
and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it
by the Spirit he gave us”(1 Jn. 3:23~24). We cannot despise each other,
“We know that we have passed from death to life, because we love our
brothers. Anyone who does not love remains in death. Anyone who hates
his brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal life
in him. This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life
for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers”(1 Jn.
3:14~16). Our church must act in love toward all members.

Do you remember the Holy Spirit coming dewn for the first time upon
the church at Pentecost? This special time was the beginning of the
primitive church of Christ. The primitive church was controlled by the Holy
Spirit. Right now, in this church, the Holy Spirit presides. Right now, in this
place and time, we come 10 Jesus. Jesus is our cornerstone, “For no one
can lay any foundation other than the one: already laid, which is Jesus
Christ”(1 Cor. 3:11). You belong to Christ and Christ belongs to you, “and
you are of Christ, and Christ is of God”(1 Cor. 3:23). What an incredible
blessing to belong to Christ! Please don't be proud, but deny your pride
and take your cross and follow Jesus, for that is truly amazing grace.
Amen. 4
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