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|| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

THE GRACE OF GOD AND OUR SALVATION

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men.
(Titus 2:11)

od's grace and our salvation are two of the most important
G elements for human happiness and well-being, yet they are sadly
the most neglected, ignored, and misinterpreted. The grace of God
cannot be found in money, nor can it be had through any means of
your own efforts. In other words, you cannot try to do something in
order to receive it. You cannot steal it, nor can any measure of your
own desire and will attain it. Salvation is a gift only from God that
comes through faith. God sent His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, to
this earth so that we can receive His gift of eternal life. Too many of
today’s Christians say that they believe in Jesus, but don't even know
what it means to believe in Jesus, just like Paul and the Jewish
people of his day, who all said that they believed in God but their
belief was not real. Are you walking around telling others that you are
a Christian because you believe in Jesus, but you really aren't? Paul
was so zealous in his religious beliefs that he persecuted Christians.

He actually thought salvation could only be received through his _

Jewish traditions. He even assisted in killing Stephen after his great
sermon. After he met Jesus Christ, Paul received God's grace. He
understood, “For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth
were realized through Jesus Christ."(Jn. 1:17) God's grace comes to
all people. His grace approaches everybody, even though no one
deserves it. So that we can better appreciate God's grace and our
salvation, let us highlight some of its miraculous benefits.

The gift of God's grace includes new birth. Christians are born again.
Those who profess Jesus without being born again will not see or
enter heaven. Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Truly, truly, | say to you,
unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."(Jn. 3:3)
Nicodemus was confused and asked Jesus, "How can a man be born
when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother's
womb and be born, can he? Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, | say to
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God. That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be amazed that | said to
you, ‘You must be bornagain.'”(Jn. 3:4~7) New birth is the act of God
that gives eternal life to the one who believes in Christ. As a result,
the believer becomes a member of God's family with a new capacity
and desire to please God. If you are born again, then you have
received God's gift. God sent His only Son to this earth so that
humans could have the opportunity to receive salvation. Jesus died
on the cross to open the eternal way, “As Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; so that
whoever believes will in Him have eternal life. For God so loved the
world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”(Jn. 3:14~16)

The gift of God's grace includes spiritual restoration. Imagine a small
child being lost in the middle of nowhere. Unless someone comes to
rescue this child, the child will die. It is the same with all of humanity.
Without the grace of God, all people will perish eternally. Jesus came
to rescue you from certain death, “For the Son of Man has come to
seek and to save that which was lost." (Lk. 19:10) Sin is part of human
nature and it separates us from God. Jesus Christ forgives sin. He

restores our relationship with God. He repairs the spiritual gap
between humans and God, so that we can actually communicate with
God. When you believe in Jesus, the Holy Spirit touches you and your
heart wants to share the gospel, the good news, with others. The
Good Shepherd came to this earth to rescue His sheep and restore
them back into the fold of God. 1Peter 3:18 says, “For Christ also
died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, so that He might
bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive
in the spirit--=+" As you sit here right now, your heart is beating and
you are alive, but are you spiritually dead? Jesus came to give you
spiritual life. He wants you to become a child of God.

The gift of God's grace includes dramatic changes. 2Corinthians
5:17 says, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the
old things passed away; behold, new things have come.” Becoming a
new creature is a big change! Romans 12:1~2 further emphasize this
change, “Therefore | urge you brethren, by the mercies of God, to
present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that
you may prove what the will of God is, that which is goed and
acceptable and perfect.” Having your mind transformed and renewed
is a big change! If you keep asking God for His gift, He will make you
holy and perfect, “Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly
Father is perfect.”(Mt. 5:48) Are you saved by grace? Paul explains,
“And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, in which you
formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to
the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in
the sons of disobedience. Among them we too all formerly lived in
the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. But
God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He
loved us, even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us
alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved).”(Eph.
2:1~5) Faith changes everything, “When Christ, who is our life, is
revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in glory.”(Col. 3:4)
How wonderful a change!

If you are a person who believes in Christ, “Let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and
be thankful. Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all
wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to
God. Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father."(Col. 3:156~17)
Jesus came to this earth. As Christmas time approaches, let us
reflect on this new beginning of salvation. Think about God's grace.
Think about salvation. Think about how this marvelous experience
comes only through faith. Jesus is the Savior. He was born in
Bethlehem, just as the Old Testament prophesized.(Mic. 5:2) He is
the one who can change your life. He is the one who can give you
new life. He is the one who can make your life abundant. Please
make sure you have this gift. Amen. 4
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