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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

COMMUNION CELEBRATION

“YWhen the hour had come, He reclined at the table, and the apostles with Him. ""And He said to them,
“I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; "“for I say to you,

1 shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” - “*“For indeed, the Son of Man
is going as it has been determined; but woe to that man by whom He is betrayed!” “’And they began
to discuss among themselves which one of them it might be who was going to do this thing.
(Luke 22:14~23)

he Christian church has kept the Communion celebration
T since its commencement by Jesus. Jesus prepared for
this special celebration ahead of time. When His disciples
asked Him where to prepare it, Jesus told them, “When you
have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a pitcher of
water; follow him into the house that he enters. “And you shall
say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you,
“Where is the guest room in which | may eat the Passover
with My disciples?”” "And he will show you a large, furnished
upper room; prepare it there.” And they left and found
everything just as He had told them; and they prepared the
Passover”(Lk. 22:10~13). On the Communion table are the
bread and cup. The broken bread is the symbol of Christ’s body
and the cup is the symbol of His blood. Christ’s body brought
us life and His blood brought us the new covenant. Jesus asks
all believers to celebrate Communion. As we partake today,
please reflect on what we are celebrating.

Communion celebrates our free gift of salvation. Today's
Bible tells us, "And when He had taken some bread and given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, ‘This is My
body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’
And in the same way He took the cup after they had eaten,
saying, 'This cup which is poured out for you is the new
covenant in My blood'"(Lk. 22:19~20). Jesus asks His
disciples, not other people, to celebrate Communion. The
Communion message is the gospel. Paul proclaimed, "For |
delivered to you as of first importance what | also received,
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and
that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day
according to the Scriptures”(1Cor. 15:3~4). Jesus Christ died
on the cross for our sins! The Communion service calls us back
to the cross. The gospel offers free salvation for sinners, and
declares faith in Christ as the only way to be saved. No
measure of good work or strong effort can bring salvation. It is
a free gift that can only be received by faith in Jesus Christ.
Communion doesn‘t bring salvation, but salvation brings the
celebration of Communion.

Communion celebrates our full forgiveness. Jesus pardons
all, not some, of our sins. Look at Peter, who denied Jesus
three times, but ended up becoming the first messenger in the
primitive church. Look at Thomas, - who doubted Jesus’

resurrection, but finally recognized His full deity. Thomas
confessed, “My Lord and my God"(Jn. 20:28). 1John 1:9 says,
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
Confessing our sins means saying the same thing about sin
that God does. When we confess, Jesus forgives. Jesus
restores our fel\oWshEp with God. Jesus forgives even our
worst mistakes, our most wretched thoughts, and our most
wicked actions when we repent. He forgives completely, never
partially.

Communion celebrates our fantastic future, Jesus said,
concerning Communion, “I shall never again eat it until it is
fulfilled in the kingdom of God"(Lk. 22:16). While we are asked
to take part in Communion now, Jesus is waiting to take it with
all God's children in heaven. The Bible tells us, "For the Lord
Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in
Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord”(1Thes.
4:16~17). Believers won't need an airplane ticket to the fly in the
clouds that day! Who can even imagine the wonderful things yet
to come? Jesus said, "If | go and prepare a place for you, | will
come again and receive you to Myself, that where | am, there
you may be also”(Jn. 14:3). Christ's personal return is
guaranteed. We get a glimpse of glory in Paul's testimony,
“THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR HAS NOT
HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF
MAN, ALL THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE
HIM"(1Cor. 2:9). We can't even anticipate such exceptional
excellence! Revelation 20:6 says, “Blessed and holy is the one
who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second
death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ
and will reign with Him for a thousand years. "

My dear friend, what has changed since you arrived for this
celebration? What will change because of this celebration?
How will you proclaim the good news of this celebration?
Please don't let today's Communion celebration be a special
teeling just for now. Let your free gift of salvation, full
forgiveness, and fantastic future ignite your passion and zeal to
do God's work. Amen. 4
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