7618

20084 118 308!

[#2275 sama aesuaeT des 651 oorsrem oo ads

THE WEEKLY CHOONG HYUN MRl AYE WY WY WA= Y

I=Hexia]

ul) ﬁEEI
=x-

db

WA =4

S RE Afgo] sxle] 7t
7 3302 Sopjj ‘Al
Tslo] 1 491 7= A2k
Al SU0IA $OiE st
o} wiSal|@ole} sk tisio]
sy2 2 gEsuelojel g
7l 84ste] 2=ph ufelop
7} oJu] QepsiiE} 771 2
2 7wl slita o) A7
PolS S Wol Zus WA 7
0l Hgion] ol Afzlo] 91
2 30| glgoeiel

(521-7)

S0k ojople whelsl avl o] By ofof
1ol e A520] 14 ol AL

o] 51 HEo Auashc kst JelAn

SR i e
] e A 2cleel 4

S, %—*ioﬂ Qo] FhsiA=

A ?.-ma#:: 7o) 92l shbde) 2|8
ol 2 gl 2hAfeE 2 sl

Rk 1} K‘lﬁﬂ 1"];’1 3}1—-{ o] oA 1&]’&1{‘% gt

a1 gll zl!c:i OEL}III _L/Y” _9_?5}
. chga} o] o] glssyct “ELL"!I
U a} gl Al e o] M 2 Shd
°H bf‘-}“ﬁw‘ ?”‘ﬂ AR (8 1:1,2), o7l LE &
: JAEEA A AlZIO] *4*7\“‘5}" ’°|
Uk JelAEL shigat
ARt shupg e
solahl S ol ik '”’@ LM’ 2

11%&1 R e A e
A AT ST B A s
BORLL 3 £ Sk 5

2

ds o var 9 cigat ol 7, Lol 5

& o2} U&“#" R
m A7 Tulasrrwr (8 114), 0] S410] o] 241}
i %I o Lcl A‘;l/;c-ﬂb- olu] oﬁo}k]lﬂl.j xj._|o]q1_}. ]
LJ‘L|‘°F U= freh 4 o) 2

A UAZ L Zlofet 18] 2

o o], ezofuier (u"i o

2 L-/\qn ullo] q/ FA A].Ajnlo e "EEH ==
l—M ‘ol g /}om ol:w E

& 212 r}ow e
B B, )

e i 14L.i71}7<1 F—J’Hﬁ
bl {lem ! 111 4|.j L] =

:ah st ﬂlow =0

ezt AR QIS 24} 'IH”-OH £

dae LHHOIL o

1_} /-i‘d ,gzllo _1 Olﬂ a'Lg = 6{9.5}%\

5 =0
%’4-‘?’- ?: &ﬁﬁ"-lq QHWS'“" ofn] mljole) zlEe] Azts|
EalA] eyt hejols BHE U
°1V‘5 ‘H | Heels 2 on) gl 2 A € 25 s=

o) jeluiet uljols

o] FobARAl vizlole] TEE 4

uhelolg Aelalaich Aol o] ek

] ¢ el o, 1] s o) 2

ol7] AR B oA sol7] A e, sibde) of
o] 1] vhelol Fajo] o] ol Hlofupeli= iolgiauich uhd
] WlAfob} elelibiLick, et dobrle] Sbelel 2te)

B4 UShisie 412 obl S b StokEela Aek ol 4
A wkelols] Foj ¢iA %3]

aziz] RS €A -Pz‘} A
A5 S04 S0l AJzje] LS B3lol ke Stof St
ik el ohejol= 2 A2 = 2 Hlo] upalu Aol 24
et AP g 7ol 2. ol 4] 11 Herg uhetugkiret b
4] n}%_J 9.!0} LL}AIIE}M #oly nl»l(l'ﬁl 2t A!A}/} Uj-ﬂ-/l-oﬂ ;\.
Lizier 28] g 7| misi 2 oF fsLich. akste] o
ehaishAl Zo)L "}"*‘6\ diAAkakEt et ikl T
Aot 19| SIS Zafalof sldsLc, efut ulpal glefals 71
Sk Q41 ukelo} 28 47|30 QlaidLc ShARk Uk 11 b
ks "’E ] IRt 7)3 Aalo] vESHRY Ao ok A]7]E
ofjA] fRL, Shaelh= 20 3R Ho| w2} SRIO] At
qmo ol H._;q. e} A o) E 1ﬂ #o Aol %
EULE wAlok= Aldel eitigh 7hed] Flo) e gk =84k
ol oy,
e A ehao] ojn)
ej2ns 1S RN ofelie] hee o Lelrng 9
o] ol Afel vjolSelan Rl cleiiie] Al ol 1e)
n]— A%lo] gl p/]-‘? of ’15‘% 2} 1

sl 51

2 =

FAog a;/l,q o}u]o}

at 2ho] Elgin 4

= 3] BA A sl &
Al 282 2712 vle] Zo| :
o} moko 2 Lhepiyl o) 2
2 a7l Z04l0)af o]l o
& wou %MLJ ol F4f

; ehAS: At %% %9{ °I 2
4.' :MM.»M 4% *H’*ﬂ oirﬂ A4 AT, T o
HIﬁL A ¥ o} 2= 8
5 o4 2R AE
16}01 ’LLHW

459 Rorel my ople) -
Aseluiek. “ele)

S 7t ol BE Q] 22t J40] 1

l "!“"6
|

A %}Zl "M

e AR 2

d7) st ?’.6%1"4 iz} "‘Dil LLLIl?ﬁ\ U&M "D}Ll»};(ﬁl

4:15,16).

A2 vlEke
22 128 3 FAYYCE of2ie] &

Aog JuAEE dlefslalz] vt

ARSI et BhbHe] S A el A -

Bt /Ex.g} o17ke] FEA(eiabA mhaolia] Te)awe) B

2 SIAYIEL, 1012 24 f ok o 3
i, ekl A9 Aok ol S

= el 234 Hls

L T ’“—"Zﬂf"]/l v o]
FefEs o ol el AlE gk uf o] 3its}
“?EJ‘-M“ o A OIEHH -Uﬂ 7| 3tAl 7] 'ﬂ“d"—lﬁi of¢ i o=
uhg- & 7hal 2a% Jof ol 22| AES RAL7] HiRhTE vijAof
oA %}%HW/I i cHid




B 200311 118 302

I sermon for next week |

BIRTH OF
CHRIST

“--SAnd all were
proceeding to register for
the census, everyone to his
own city. YAnd Joseph also
went up from Galilee, from
the city of Nazareth, 1o
Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the
house and family of David,
Pin order to register, along
with Mary, who was
engaged to him, and was
with child. “'And it came
about that while they were
there, the days were
completed for her to give
birth. "And she gave birth
to her first-born son; and
she wrapped Him in cloths,
and laid Him in a manger,
because there was no room
for them in the inn.”

(LUKE 2:1~7)

zag 8

Sermon for next week

s Christmastime nears, people tend to think about

Christmas stories. The favorites are usually the birth
of Christ, Santa Claus, and the three wise men. The story
that holds the most meaning is the birth of Christ. This story
is actually the first chapter in the greatest story evertold. It's
the beginning of God's good news. It's the fulfilment of
God's promise. It's the start of a wonderful new humanity.
The amazing thing about this story is that it has two
viewpoints. The Bible offers both a divine and human
account of the birth of Christ. It gives us matching
descriptions so that we can more fully understand and
appreciate God's grace.

Today's Bible verses portray the human side of Christ's
birth, but before we look at them, let's briefly overview the
divine side. The Book of John, perhaps best, illustrates the
divine side of Christ’s birth. Its opening verses tell us, “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God" (vv.
1&2). The "Word" is Christ. In these verses, Christ is said to
have been already in existence with God before time began.
He is said to be with God, in communion with and yet distinct
from Him, and to be God, identical in essence with Him.
John further states, “And the Word became flesh, and dwelt
among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only
begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth”(v. 14). The
Word becoming flesh is not limited to the New Testament,
but foretold in the Old Testament, “But as for you,
Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of
Judah, from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel.
His goings forth are from long ago, from the days of
eternity”(Mi. 5:2). God's people were aware that the
Messiah, Jesus Christ, would come from Bethlehem.

The human side of Christ's birth was written by Luke, the
“beloved physician”(Col. 4:14), close friend and companion
of Paul, who was probably the only Gentile author of any part
of the New Testament. His carefully researched and well-
documented narrative of the birth of Christ, written under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, instructs us in the historical
reliability of that event: "Now in those days a decree went
out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken of all the
inhabited earth. This was the first census taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria”(vv. 18&2). Caesar Augustus
was the Roman ruler who reigned from 27 B.C. to AD. 14,
and Quirinius was apparently the governor of Syria twice:
from 4 B.C. to A.D. 1, when this census was taken, and again
in A.D. 6-10. These two men were not fictional characters,
but factual leaders that actually lived and died on this earth.
They were real people who existed in human history.

The census decree Caesar Augustus issued, and Quirinius
enforced, required Joseph and Mary to travel from the city of
Nazareth in Galilee to the city of Bethlehem in Judea. Even
though Mary was nine months pregnant, the government's
policy did not offer any exclusion. Unlike our 21st century
legal system, which provides rights for expectant wemen,
the political structure in ancient times was not so
broadminded. Mary, whose “days were completed for her to
give birth”(v. 6), had to ride 85 miles on a donkey, while her
husband walked beside her. The level of her discomfort was
undoubtedly high. Riding a donkey on a rocky and bumpy
road for long periods, especially while heavy with child, was
agonizingly painful.

Thankfully, they safely arrived in the little town of
Bethlehem. The place was crowded due to the census
decree, and the inn where they thought they could find a
room was completely full. The innkeeper had no space
inside for them to rest and recover from their arduous
journey. This poor couple was in terrible need, and the
innkeeper showed them his barn. Without hesitation, they
accepted. The pains of childbirth had begun. Joseph had to
prepare quickly a place for his wife to give birth. As Mary lay
on the hay, relying on an oil lamp for light, watching the

shadows of the animals move around, her pain increased.

H7E1F

She didn't complain. She was happy to be off the donkey,
laying down on soft hay. This poor little Jewish girl had to
breathe and push for long hours through the contractions of
labor. As her cries and moans intensified, Joseph
encouraged her to endure.. He prayed for her, and held her
hand in love. He knew the dangers of childbirth,
remembering Rachel's death in delivering Benjamin

When the pain became most urgent, and the pushing more
difficult, the baby Jesus' head appeared, and then His
shoulders. The Son of God was about to be delivered
through the Virgin Mary. Her body covered in sweat, her
strength diminished, the Virgin Mary gave one last push, and
as the fluids and bloed flowed out from between her legs,
finally the Messiah had arrived. Joseph had a wooden bucket
of water ready to cleanse the infant. He picked Him up, and
quickly washed out his eyes, ears, and nose. He cleared His
mouth, and rubbed His body. Then the breath and cries of a
healthy baby came forth. Gently holding the tiny, squirming
newborn, he cut and tied the umbilical cord. He washed Him
some mare and wrapped Him in cloths, placing Him on
Mary’s chest while He disposed of the afterbirth.

The most High came to the most low through the workings
of the Holy Spirit. Mary soothingly placed her baby beside
her in a manger, watching Him as she laid down to rest her
body. The baby began to wiggle His head, trying to find His
mother’s breast for nourishment. . Joseph and Mary looked
on in amazement, knowing that the light of the world had
finally come to this earth. The King of Kings had traveled a
long distance. He had come into the life of humanity, and His
tired, small human body forced Him to sleep. His room
should have been filled with the singing of angels, but only
the flies made noise. In that room, the high priests, kings,
and noble officials should have been present, but only the
barn animals kept Mary and Joseph company. That night, the
good news from heaven came to nearby shepherds, and the
brilliant star from heaven led the Gentile wise men, but the
little town of Bethlehemn was quiet. The Messiah came into a
silent night, as the world deeply slept in neglect.

During this Christmas season, where is your heart for
Jesus Christ? Do you have room for Him in your house? Do
you welcome Him into your life with praise and worship?
The epitome of humility is the birth of Christ, “who, although
He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the
form of a bondservant, and being made in the likeness of
men. Being found in appearance as a man, He humbled
Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even
death on a cross. Therefore also God highly exalted Him, and
bestowed on Him the name which is above every
name”(Phil. 2:6~9). My friend, the divine and human
accounts of Christ's birth reveal His heavenly deity and
earthly humanity. 2 Corinthians 8:9 says, “For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet
for your sake He became poor, so that you through His
poverty might become rich,” This is not only a concise
statement of the gospel, but a clear understanding of His
loving humbleness. “For we do not have a high priest who
cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but One who has
been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.
Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of
grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need”(Heb. 4:15&16). Amen.

Today is the first Sunday of December. You need to
physically open your eyes and spiritually see Christ. His birth
was real. The divine (biblical) and human (historical) accounts
agree with each other. The majority of God's people slept
during His first coming. Will you be awake for His second
coming? Please, focus your attention on Him. This
Christmas, get excited over Jesus, not Santa Claus or the
giving of gifts. Let your heart have Jesus in the most
important position. Concentrate on Messiah! f4
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