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[ Sermon for Next Sunday |

THIS IS THE DAY

@ This is the day which the LORD has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 0 LORD,
do save, we beseech You; O LORD, we beseech You, do send prosperity! *Blessed is the one
who comes in the name of the LORD; We have blessed you from the house of the LORD.
(Psalm 118:24~26)

hat day is this jubilant psalm alluding to? The Israelites sang this song

in anticipation of the future day when the Lord would bring salvation.
We sing this song today in celebration of Christmas. Christmas Day is the
day! It is the day that salvation came down from heaven to earth, mercy and
truth united, and righteousness and peace reconciled. The world did not
rejoice on this day, everyone continued to grumble, complain, and focus on
making money. The Messiah came and no one even offered to give Him a
room. When the magi came to Jerusalem, seeking to worship the King of
the Jews, its present King Herod had to wake up all the bible scholars in
order to find His location. The chief priests and scribes told the magi that the
Messiah would be born in Bethlehem, but they did not reaily care. They
were not excited and happy to hear that the magi saw His star. They did not
send out their own welcoming party. This was the day for God's chosen
people, but they were not concerned. Psalm 85:10~11 says,
“Lovingkindness and truth have met together; Righteousness and peace
have kissed each other. Truth springs from the earth, And righteousness
looks dewn from heaven.” This is Christmas. Christmas is the birth of Jesus
Christ. God sent His Redeemer to this sin filled earth, to this devil ground.
He opened His merciful hand, which many people still ignore, push away, or
even slap till this day. Christmas is the day that the Lord has made, we
should rejoice and be glad in it. Are you glad?

Do you realize that the whole universe was made by Jesus? Even though
He humbled Himself to come into this world as a baby human, born through
a virgin(ls. 7:14), He still was the Creator. The Virgin Mary knew that her
baby was the creator, she went to Bethlehem by faith, “But as for you,
Bethlehem Ephrathah, too little to be among the clans of Judah, from you
One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from long
ago, from the days of eternity.”(Mic. 5:2) She believed and was blessed.
Isaiah 53:1~3 tells us, "Who has believed our message? And to whom has
the arm of the Lord been revealed? For He grew up before Him like a tender
shoat, and like a root-out of parched ground; He has no stately form or
majesty that we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be
attracted to Him. He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows
and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face He
was despised, and we did not esteemn Him."” Real blessing pecple can find
this miracle. Pride people cannot believe Him; they cannot understand Him,
even though they hold on their bibles 24 hours a day for their entire life.
Jesus joyfully prayed in the Holy Spirit, "l praise You, O Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and
intelligent and have revealed them to infants. Yes, Father, for this way was
well-pleasing in Your sight. All things have been handed over to Me by My
Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the
Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal
Him."(Lk. 10:21~22)

Who can find Jesus? The high priests and scribes did not find Him, but the
Gentiles did. They had faith. They had a heart for God, “When they saw the
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. After coming into the house
they saw the Child with Mary His mother; and they fell to the ground and
worshiped Him, Then, opening their treasures, they presented to Him gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh."(Mt. 2:10~11) The Holy Spirit told Simeon

that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. So, when
he saw Jesus, he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, saying, “Now
Lord, You are releasing Your bond-servant to depart in peace, according to
Your word; for my eyes have seen Your salvation, which You have prepared
in the presence of all peoples, A LIGHT OF REVELATION TQ THE
GENTILES, and the glory of Your people Israel.”(Lk. 2:29~32) Those who are
humble, merciful, and offer faith can find Jesus. Matthew 1:1 states, “The
record of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of
Abraham.” Only these people find Jesus. Are you one of them?

My dear friends, through the event of Christmas you see God humbly
empty Himself to become human. As a Christian, we should celebrate and
welcome His coming. We should rejoice because this is the day that God
made. The Creator lowered Himself to become a man. God's angel told the
Virgin Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called
the Son of Ged." (Lk. 1:35) When sin entered humanity through Adam, all of
humanity became cursed. No one had hope. No one had a future, If God did
not make this day, we would have no chance of eternal life. Romans
3:10~12 says, “There is none righteous, not even one; there is noné who
understands, there is none who, seeks for God; all have turned aside,
together they have become useless; there is none who does good, there is
not even one. " Romans 3:23~24 also says, “for all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the
redemption which is in Christ Jesus.” Eve sold humanity to death, and the
Virgin Mary brought humanity to life. Romans 8:3 says, "For what the Law
could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned
sin in the flesh.”

Let us rejoice, "Sing for joy in the Lord, O you rightecus ones; praise is
becoming to the upright.”(Ps. 33:1) All the weak, sick, and cursed should
rejoice because the healer has come, “But He was pierced through for our
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our
well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed.”(Is. 53:5) We
have a redeemer! Let all Christians rejoice because Jesus was born. He
created this earth and held everything in place, even as a baby. Hebrews
1:1~3 says, “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in
many portions and in many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His
Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the
world. And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of
His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had
made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on
high.” All of heaven's angels rejoiced at the baby lying in the manger. He
couldn’t talk because He was a real baby, but as the Word of God He still
upheld all things. The universe could not reject Him, and its people could not
kill Him, even though He was a human baby. The Virgin Mary held this Child
to her bosom in pure amazement. What a miracle! What a mystery! The
King of kings, the Creator, the All-Mighty, All-Powerful, and Ever-Present
Lord came to this earth as a baby because He wanted to give us His gift. Let
us assemble and rejoice over this day, Christmas, because God made it for
us.
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