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Don't lose valuable things Romans 12:1-2)

"I urge you therefore, brethren, by the

mercies of God, to present your bodies a living And do not be conformed to this world, but be

and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is
your spiritual service of worship.

transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that you may prove what the will of God is, that
which is good and acceptable and perfect.”

n this earth, what is of the greatest value? People respond

differently. Some ladies feel that a beautiful body is ultimate.
They want a good figure, face, eyes, nose, and perfect hair. Some
men want the same thing, but emphasize their muscles. Certain
sports figures believe their arms are of greatest value. Baseball
pitchers want to throw 120 miles per hour for million dollar
contracts. Quarterbacks want precision, timing, and strength to
throw footballs for big money. Tennis players want strong serves
and golfers want powerful strokes to make the professional lists.
But the most valuable things on this earth are spiritual. God has
given us many wonderful spiritual benefits and grace. We should
hold fast to every one of them. Happy is the person or church that
can grasp these and not let go. We've got to hold tight, especially
the church, to the spiritual values of God because without them
there's no difference between the church and human society.
Without God's spiritual grace the church is no longer the body of
Christ. God's spiritual blessings make a big difference. They're
invaluable!

Look at Hosea 7:8, “Ephraim mixes himself with the nations;
Ephraim has become a cake not turned.” Ephraim, the tribe that
came from Joseph's younger son, made themselves weak and
decrepit by mixing their blood. They were God's chosen and under
His command not to mix with others. They were believers who lost
God's order. God told all Israel, "“Moreover, you shall not follow the
customs of the nation which | shall drive out before you, for they
did all these things, and therefore | have abhorred them” (Lv.
20:23). God specifically forbade His children, as they entered the
Promised Land, to follow the Gentile customs which consisted of
heinous sins. We are God's people. God commands us,
“Therefore, come out ferm their midst and be separate” (2 Cor.
6:17).

Listen up people, this is important. God specifically tells us, “Do
not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
waorld, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful
pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. The world
is passing away, and also its desires; but the one who does the will
of God lives forever” (1 Jn. 2:15-17). Amen. The opposite of loving
the world is doing the will of God which proves the possession of
eternal life. God doesn't want us doing worldly things. He wants us
doing spiritual things; the things which bring glory to Him and bring
life to us. You have to listen to God's Word. God's order is a
valuable thing. Don't forget, don't lose the valuable things.

When God gives you an order, don't lose the opportunity to
obey it. You've got to be useful. When God possesses you, you
are the most valuable person. Who are you? Jesus said, “You are
the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can
it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to
be thrown out and trampled under foot by men” (Mt. 5:13). In other
words, its absolutely mandatory that you listen and obey God's
Word. In reference to the Pharisees offense against His Word,
Jesus told His disciples, “Let them alone; they are blind guides of
the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a
pit" (Mt. 15:14). If God does not possess you, your like a blind
person. A blind person leading a blind person is not valuable at ail.
It leads to punishment. That's why it's so important for you to be
useful to God.

The consequences of losing God's spiritual blessings result in

a loss of strength that you don't even realize you've lost.
Remember the story of Samson and Delilah. Delilah cut his hair
and Samson didn't comprehend that he had lost his might, *he did
not know that the Lord had departed from him" (Jdg. 16:20).
Terribly sad. Sometimes you know that your spiritual blessings are
gone, but you don't realize that your strength is gone also. Hosea
7:9 tells us, “Strangers devour his strength, Yet he does not know
it; Gray hairs also are sprinkled on him, Yet he does not know it."
Many churches have lost the cross but don't realize it. They think
they're doing great. Their congregations grow and their money
increases, but they lost the Gospel. It's the saddest event.
Because of their love for the world, they don't realize sin. They
don't comprehend their sinfulness. They don't hate sin. Sadly, too
many christians lose or neglect their duties, like attending church
regularly, worshipping wholeheartedly, tithing faithfully, reading
their Bible daily, praying continually, and evangelizing always.
They don't do it, “and they, having become callous, have given
themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every kind of
impurity with greediness” (Eph. 4:19).

Sadder still, is the overwhelming number of people who don't
deny themselves. Jesus said that we must deny ourselves. But
people question His orders. They wonder why He asks us to do it.
They question how important it really is to the overall scheme of
things. They formulate their own ideas and opinions because they
think their so smart. The Bible tells us, “You younger men,
likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe
yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to
the proud, but gives grace to the humble” (1 Pet. 5:5). Jesus said,
“If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and
take up his cross and follow Me” (Mt. 16:24).

My dear friend, I'm asking you why are you so angry? You are
alive, right? Why do you have such eagerness toward worldly
things? Because you are alive, right? The Israelites were so proud,
that's why they tested their faith. They had manna everyday, yet
they still tested God. You don't have this and that, but that's your
pride talking. Pride brings destruction. God hates your pride.
Because of your pride you don't even realize what you are doing is
wrong. Because of your pride don't contess your faults. Because of
your pride you dom’t want to change your life. Please, don't lose
the most valuable things in life.

Today's Bible verses clearly tell us, “Therefore | urge you,
brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living
and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual
service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove
what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and
perfect.” Your body is a temple of God, created by God for His
glory. Isn't that a wonderful blessing? But instead of worshipping
God, you enjoy your own stuff, earthly things. How wonderful is the
opportunity of grace? God gave you His Son, so that through His
blood your sins would be cleansed and you would be His own child
and live for His glory. What are you looking for? Success, fame,
wealth, and power are worthless things. They're going to
disappear when Jesus comes again. Whoever is joined with
Christ's blood receives the most valuable and imperishable things.
Please, mix with Christ and the most valuable things for God and
you will happen.
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