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TODAY YOU SHALL BE WITH ME IN

PARADISE

*90ne of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren't you the Christ?
Save yourself and us!” ““But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don't you fear God,” he said,
“since you are under the same sentence? “"We are punished justly, for we are getting
what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.”

“Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

) Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”
(Luke 23:39~43)

B oth of the crucified criminals that hung next to Jesus were
under God's condemnation. They were sinners with a death
sentence at hand. During their final moments of life one took a
different path. Both heard Jesus pray to God about His crucifiers,
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are
doing”(Lk. 23:34). Both heard the sneers from the crowd and the
rulers saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the
Christ of God, the Chosen One”(Lk. 23:35). One of the crucified
criminals responded to Jesus by hurling abuse at Him, mockingly
saying “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!"(Lk. 23:39).
The other criminal immediately rebuked him, saying “Don't you
fear God, since you are under the same sentence? We are
punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But
this man has done nothing wrong”(Lk. 23:40~41). This criminal
had almost no chance of salvation because he never saw Jesus'
miracles or ministry, and he was at death’s door step. The only
real thing he witnessed about Jesus was His prayer, and yet this
was enough. What did Jesus’ final words to this criminal mean?

Jesus’ words to this criminal were about pardon. The Bible
doesn‘t mention this criminal’'s name, age, or even the crime
committed, but it does disclose the evidence of God working in
his heart during his last moments. Somehow this criminal
became aware of God's knowledge. He believed what Jesus
said. He became reverent toward God, “Don‘t you fear God”(Lk.
23:40). He confessed his guilt, “We are punished justly, for we
are getting what our deeds deserve”(Lk. 23:41). From his heart
he prayed to the Lord Jesus, and his prayer was answered. He
was given the assurance that his sins were forgiven and the
promise of life, "I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in
paradise” (Lk. 23:43).

Jesus' words to this criminal were personal. This criminal
never heard Jesus preach, only saw Him suffering and dying on
a cross. He heard Jesus pray, and he looked at Jesus as his Lord
and Savior when he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom“(Lk. 23:42). Jesus looked at him and said, “I
tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise”(Lk.
23:43). Isn't this criminal's faith wonderful? | honestly think this
criminal’s faith is more amazing than anyone else since the
Garden of Eden. My heart leaps for joy when | think about him. A
lot of people that surrounded Jesus during His earthly ministry
worshipped and praised Him, and at the last minute cried for
Him to be crucified. This guy lived most of his life in sin, and at

the last moment truly worshipped and praised Him as Lord. This
criminal expected Jesus to complete His work. He prayed,
“Remember me"(Lk. 23:42). Surely such faith has never before
been found! Somebody who knew little to nothing about Jesus
during his whole life, and then at the last minute while dying
sees Jesus as his Savior is truly amazing. Can you believe that a
person can have that kind of faith?

Jesus’ words to this criminal were about paradise, “| tell you
the truth, today you will be with me in paradise”(Lk. 23:43). All
believers will be in heaven when death comes. This criminal’s
final dying moment with Jesus at his side was completely
comforted in the knowledge that even though he was dying to
this world, he would soon be living in heaven. The problem of
death was solved in the promise of paradise! This criminal was
literally dying on a cross next to Jesus. He saw Jesus dying on
His cross, and yet still believed in Him. Everything was done and
taken care of for him when Jesus told him, I tell you the truth,
today you will be with me in paradise”(Lk. 23:43). The promise
of paradise and the problem of death were all solved in this one
statement. Eternity was just a step away. No soul can sleep
unconsciously. Many people think that when you die nothing
happens; they think you just slip into unconsciousness. When
Jesus returns all bodies will be resurrected. Some will be
resurrected for heaven, and some will have to get up to go to
hell. Everyone will be very conscious of their surroundings!
Salvation does not come to someone because of their works or
religious acts, nor does it come because of their achievements.
Just look at this criminal who had no time left to do anyone or
anything good. Salvation only comes to those who believe in
Jesus Christ as their Savior.

My dear friends, today is Reformation Sunday and | want to
really, deeply, honestly, and simply challenge your faith. Is your
faith directly related to heaven? Today you praise Jesus, but
what about later? | envy this criminal’s powerful faith. So many
times | have rejected Jesus. So many times my pride and
emotions have distracted me from focusing on Jesus and
paradise. Do you really believe in Jesus as your Savior? Do you
really believe in heaven? In the most terrible of situations, Jesus
saved this poor criminal; "I tell you the truth, today you will be
with me in paradise”(Lk. 23:43). | hope your faith is as genuine
as this criminal, so that you can be with Jesus in paradise. God
bless you always. Amen. 4
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