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LOT’S HESITATION

"They struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, both small and great,
so that they wearied themselves trying to find the doorway. “*Then the two men said to Lot, “Whom else have you here?
A son-in-law, and your sons, and your daughters, and whomever you have in the city, bring them out of the place; -+
“9When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up, take your wife and your two daughters who are here,
or you will be swept away in the punishment of the city.” "“But he hesitated. So the men seized his hand

and the hand of his wife and the hands of his two d

hters, for the of the LORD was upon him;

and they brought him out, and put him outside the city. (Genesis 19:11~16)

s everyone knows, time is very important. The Bible specifically

mentions the importance of time, "Behold, now is ‘THE
ACCEPTABLE TIME," behold, now is ‘THE DAY OF SALVATION'"(2
Cor. 6:2). If people don't repent now, they will receive God's
judgment. Jesus told the Pharisees, "And just as it happened in the
days of Noah, so it will be also in the days of the Son of Man: they
were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were
being given in marriage, until the day that Noah entered the ark, and
the flood came and destroyed them all. It was the same as happened
in the days of Lot: they were eating, they were drinking, they were
buying, they were selling, they were planting, they were building; but
on the day that Lot went out from Sodom it rained fire and brimstone
from heaven and destroyed them all. It will be just the same on the
day that the Son of Man is revealed”(Lk. 17:26~30). As in the days of
Noah and Lot, some people will be prosperous, many will feel secure,
and almost all will be unprepared for Christ's return, Why? People like
to linger, hesitate, when it comes to making a decision concerning
Jesus. People like to procrastinate, even God's people, when it
comes to listening and following His way. Lot almost burned to death
because of his hesitation in following God's way, and his wife turned
into a pillar of salt because she didn't listen to God's word. Let's look
at the urgent time in Lot’s life and his hesitation during it, so that we
can appreciate the urgent time in our lives and not hesitate.

When did Lot linger? God sent two angels to deliver His message
concerning the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah to Lot. The sin
was so0 bad there that the people of Sodom tried to abuse the sent
angels, but the angels performed a miracle and blinded them, “They
struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with
blindness, both small and great, so that they wearied themselves
trying to the find the doorway”(Gen. 19:11). The angels told Lot,
“Whom else have.you here? A son-in-law, and your sons, and your
daughters, and whomever you have in the city, bring them out of the
place; for we are about to destroy this place, because their outcry has
become so great before the LORD that the LORD has sent us to
destroy it"(Gen. 19:12~13). The angels clearly and directly explained
the vital need for Lot and his family to exit Sodom immediately. Lot
didn't take the proper actions required for such news. His mind was
focused on his business, not God's business. He ‘'was too concerned
with holding on to what he had, not with letting go sa that he could
have what was important.

What did Lot do as he lingered? “Lot went out and spoke to his
sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, and said, ‘Up, get out
of this place, for the LORD will destroy the city.” But he appeared to
his sons-in-law to be jesting. When morning dawned, the angels
urged Lot, saying, ‘Up, take your wife and your two daughters who
are here, or you will be swept away in the punishment of the
city'"(Gen. 19:14~15). The angels had to plead with Lot to leave.
They had already explained the danger of destruction, yet Lot wasn't
really responding. It's no wonder his sons-in-law didn’t take him
seriously because he himself wasn't fully convinced of the danger. If
your house was about to be burned down, and semeone with great
authority came in and told you and your family to get cut or be killed,
would you linger? Would someone need to urge you to leave? Lot
needed to get out immediately. He needed to forget about his current
wealth and comfort. He needed to focus on his family’s safety, but his
mind hesitated. He had made a wrong choice earlier in his life, “Lot

lifted up his eyes and saw all the valley of the Jordan, that it was well
watered everywhere - - this was before the LORD destroyed Sodom
and Gomorrah — - like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt
as you go to Zoar. So Lot chose for himself all the valley of the
Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward”(Gen. 13:10~11). Lot didn't put
Abraham above himself. He took what he thought was best for
himself. Even though he knew Sodom was wicked, he still chose to
settle his family there, “Now the men of Sodom were wicked
exceedingly and sinners against the LORD"(Gen. 13:13). Now, when
the urgent need to get up and go was at hand, Lot couldn’t do it. He
sought fellowship with sinners. His treasure was in Sodom. He raised
his family there, and thought he was too old to start over again. His
heart and home were in Sodom.

Why did Lot linger? The Bible says, "But he hesitated. So the men
seized his hand and the hand of his wife and the hands of his two
daughters, for the cempassion of the LORD was upon him; and they
brought him- cut, and put him outside the city”(Gen. 19:16). The
angels saved four people. Remember that Lot's uncle Abraham had
interceded for him, sincerely praying for God not to destroy Lot's
hometown if there were 50, then 45, 40, 30, 20, and finally just 10
righteous souls. Unfortunately, not even 10 righteous pecple could be
found in Sedom and Gomorrah. Do you realize how often this church
proclaims the message of heaven and the message of sinfulness? Do
you see in the news how terrible our natural and political
environments have become? God's judgment is coming very soon, so
that now is a very urgent time, but we still linger. Lot shouldn't have
hesitated. He should have moved quickly, but he acted slowly
because he kept reasoning with the world. He needed to run, but he
hesitated. We have the exact same situation in this church. Your heart
is supposed to be hot, but you get colder and colder because of your
comfort zone. You are slow to respond to God’'s word when you
should be fast. You are backward in your thinking when you should be
forward-thinking. You are loitering when you should be hurrying.

Many linger like Lot. They know more truths than they actually live.
They believe in heaven but don't long for it. You know this earthly life
is very short and that heavenly life is eternal, but you don't really think
about heaven that much. Where's your hope then? If all your hard
efforts are tied up in this earth, then that's where your hope is. too. If
you know that earthly life is short, then why do you live as if it were
long? Why do people build their lives around worldly things and not
heavenly things? They understand the battle of the devil, but they still
consort with the enemy. They say that they love Christ, but they don't
live for Him.

My dear friends, God's ministry time with us is here. We are living
in the age of grace. God's judgment is coming; it is going to happen
whether you like it or not. Our grace time is an urgent time. Jesus
died for your sins, and He resurrected for your salvation. He now sits
at the right hand of God Almighty, and has given each believer the gift
of His Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit tells us what is sin and helps us
recognize our sin. Servants of God proclaim repentance and the need
to come to Jesus, but the world at large rejects the message
because their hearts are focused on worldly things. When it's time to
go, will you feel like Lot and hesitate? Please don't hesitate. Accept
Jesus Christ, repent of your sins, deny yourself, take your cross, and
follow Jesus. Jesus said, “when the Son of Man comes, will He find
faith on the earth?”(Lk. 18:8). Amen. 4
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