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WITNESSING THE GOSPEL

"--- but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you,

|
(Acts [:8) ‘

and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”

esus Christ has commanded every church

and its members to witness the gospel,
which is the good news of the redemption,
and what it has done for us. When Jesus
Christ commissioned the commandment He
gave very clear instructions concerning what
Christians are to do, what Christians are to
say, and where Christians are to go.
Regardless of what size the church is or
what kind of financial position it is in, the
most important task they are responsible
for is witnessing the Gospel. How many
churches in Korea, the United States, or any
other country actually have missions as their
primary goal? Unfortunately, not many
churches place missions first. Sure, they
have mission programs and designate a small
portion of their finances toward them, but
their major concern is not witnessing the
gospel. Why did Jesus come to this earth?
He came to redeem the lost. Our primary
concern, without any doubt, is supposed to
be mission work. God's will is for us to
witness the gospel to people in our
homeland, those close to our boundaries, and
"even to the remotest part of the earth”.

Choong Hyun's first order is to testify to
others about the gospel of redemption.
Corporately and individually are main
purpose is to witness the saving power of
the gospel. Our church's principal goal is
missions. Corporately our testimony will
verify with all others that the effects of
the gospel are the same. Individually our
personal festimony will be just as effective
as that of the Apostles Peter and Paul.
Since our testimonies are so important, let's
carefully look at our Lord's instructions, so
that we can live our lives in accordance with
His will.

What should we do? It's important we
understand the vision. Our lives changed
when we accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord,
Savior, and Redeemer. That change is what
changes the lives of others. Whenever the
gospel comes to someone and they receive
it, it changes them and makes fruit. It's the
same when we witness to other people—if
they receive it, then they should change and
have that same fruit bearing experience.
Colossians 1:6 tells us the gospel “which has
come to you, just as in all the world also it is
constantly bearing fruit and increasing, even
as it has been doing in you also since the day

)

you heard of it and understood the grace of
God in truth.”

As true disciples, we will not be
disobedient but will ask the Lord what He
wants us to do. Paul did not prove
disobedient to the heavenly vision, even
under persecution (see Acts 26:19). He
witnessed the truth. Jesus had changed his
life, and now he was bearing that fruit.
Without being born again, no one can
withess the real gospel. It's only when you
accept the Gospel that you become born
again. Then, and only then, there's no doubt
or disobedience. When you have the
experience, the truth, and the evidence; it
doesn't matter whether you're in a palace,
market place, political gathering, or jail, you
are a withess of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
True believers witness to what Jesus has
done for them.

What should we say? We have to tell
other people that if they confess Jesus
Christ as their Lord and believe in their
heart that He resurrected from the dead,
then they will be saved. "For with the heart
a person believes, resulting in righteousness,
and with the mouth he confesses, resulting
in salvation (Rom. 10:10). When a person
accepts Jesus Christ into their life, the
Holy Spirit comes into them and they
receive power. They change! This change
and this power enables them to go and
witness the gospel to those still lost.
Wherever God sends them, they have the
power to witness because they have the
Holy Spirit.

After Jesus ascended, 120 people
gathered in the upper room of Mark's home
and received the Holy Spirit. That fact
changed the whole world upside down. As
such, whenever someone receives the gospel,
a big change occurs. Amen. When the Holy
Spirit dwells within you, He is in control, not
you. You are to deny yourself, so that He
can lead. Under His control, He will teach us
what we have o do and what we have to say.
Before Peter understood the gospel he was
a coward, but once the Holy Spirit came
down on him he was beld and brave. Even
when the high officials killed Stephen in
hopes of breaking the gospel message.
Christians didn't hide but scattered about
“preaching the word" (Acts 8:4). Jesus said
concerning the Holy Spirit, "But I tell you

the truth, it is to your advantage that I go
away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will
not come to you, but if I go, I will send Him
to you"(In. 16:7). The Holy Spirit is the
Helper we need to speak the words of the
gospel to those who need to hear. True
believers speak God's word through the Holy
spirit,

Where should we go? The gospel is for
the whole world. It is universal in scope.
Missions is God's business and the first
order of the day! The commission to preach
and teach the gospel everywhere is the
basis for world evangelism. Jesus said, "Go
therefore and make disciples of all the
nations” (Mt. 28:19). Amen. There's no
preferential treatment. All the earth is a
field in need of harvesting. Paul told the
Romans, "I am under obligation both to
Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise
and to the foolish. So, for my part, I am
eager to preach the gospel to you also who
are in Rome. For I am not ashamed of the
gospel, for it is the power of God for
salvation to everyone who believes, to the
Jew first and also to the Greek" (Rom. 1:14-
16). Christians can witness anywhere and to
anyone.

The gospel is for everyone who believes.
It's the most valuable thing in all the earth!
That's why it's God's business and that's why
He sent His Son. There is only one gospell
As such, we have only one task, and that
task is to be obedient to the Lord's great
commission. Our minds and hearts should
love the work and be totally committed to
doing God's perfect will. Jesus Christ has
given us His Spirit to know what we need to
do, what we need to say, and where we need
to go. My dear friend, if we are obedient
and true followers of Jesus Christ we
should recognize and realize the revelation
of Jesus Christ. We should know our
position and our relation as a member of His
body. True believers hear His voice and go
where He sends them.

Choong Hyun will communicate the gospel
of Jesus Christ to the whole world because
we have the light! Our primary concern is to
obey Jesus and follow Him. We know what
Jesus wants us to do and say, and where He
wants us to go. That's why this year our
church must send more than 1,500 short
term missions to where we've been led. If
you've received Jesus Christ as Savior and
believe in your heart that God raised Him
from the dead, then you can hear His voice.
You can hear His call for you to "Go"l Don't
make excuses and don't be disobedient. Are
you willing to go? If you deny yourself, the
Holy Spirit will empower you. He will change
you. You will be able to witness because
you've changed. The people God places in
front of you will have the opportunity to
change also and bear fruit because of what
God has done for you. God bless you. 4
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