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THE CROSS, THE CURE

For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,

but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
(1 Corinthians 1:18)

hat does the cross have to do with a troubled church? When

the church of the Corinthians began experiencing a lot of
problems because of the immorality among its members, Paul
decided to preach on the cross as a remedy for this condition. Carnal
divisions and deviant practices were destroying the Corinthian church,
and Paul knew that the preaching of the cross was the answer they
needed. Facing the cost of the cross can bring personal revival. The
preaching of the cross meets us where we live

The cross is the cure for division. Paul told the Corinthian church.
“Now | exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.
For | have been informed Coﬁceming you, my brethren, by Chloe’s
people, that there are guarrels among you"(1 Cor. 1:10~11). The
Corinthians were fighting over what they thought were different belief
systems, saying. “| am of Paul, and | of Apollos, and | of Cephas; and |
of Christ”(1 Cor. 1:12). The members of the Corinthian church were
following after men. Paul removed himself from the center of this
attention, telling the church not to follow him. “Paul was not crucified
for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?"(1 Cor.
1:13). The focus of faith must always be on the One on the cross.
Think about Jesus' suffering at Calvary. As He was dying, He prayed.
"Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Lk.
23:34). When one of the criminals hanging next to him said. “Jesus,
remember me when You come in Your kingdom!”(Lk. 23:42). Jesus
replied. “Truly | say to you, today you shall be with Me in
Paradise” (Lk. 23:43). Jesus died for us. We need to remember His
crown of thorns, and His nail pierced hands and feet. How petty our
division becomes in the light of the suffering of Christ? Calvary ended
all divisions and united the church in serving Jesus Christ. Our church
problems always focus on human interests and people's different
opinions because no one really concentrates on the cross that Jesus
took for our eternal life. My dear friends, when you think about the
cross it cures all divisions.

The cross is the cure for dying. Today's Bible verse clearly states.
“For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God”(1 Cor. 1:18).
The world and everything and everyone in it is perishing, but the cross
gives life. If you focus on human beings and earthly things, the cross
seems stupid. Foolish people think the cross is the poor man's way to
cope with life's problems. Foolish people are perishing people. They
are perishing because they are sinners. “There is none righteous, not
even one -- There is no fear of God before their eyes”(Rom.
3:10~18). Everyone perishes from sin. “because by the works of the
Law no flesh will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes
the knowledge of sin --- for all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God"(Rom. 3:20~23). Human effort cannot bring you salvation. Can
you cure your sin? Jesus said. "You search the Scriptures because
you think that in them you have eternal life; it is these that testify

about Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have
life"(Jn. 5:39~40). People perish because they will not come to Jesus
Christ; they will not believe in Him. John 3:36 says. "He who believes
in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not
see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” Many religious people
are perishing because they think their good works can save them, but
this cannot keep anyone from perishing. Keeping the Law cannot
keep one from perishing. Paul exclaimed. “| do not nullify the grace of
God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died
needlessly”(Gal. 2:21). Becoming a child of God contains ne human
clement; nor does it lie within the scope of human achievement. “But
as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become
children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man,
but of God"(Jn. 1:12~13). Are you certain of salvation? Religious
ceremonies cannot keep you from perishing, only receiving the
message of the cross by faith can save you from perishing! Unto us
who are saved, it is the power of God. Jesus suffered for us. “"But He
was pierced through for our transgressions; He was crushed for our
iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upen Hifm, and by His
scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, each
of us has turned to his own way; but the LORD has caused the
iniquity of us all to fall on Him"(ls. 53:5~6).

The cross is a cure for doubting. Sometimes we ask. “Why did God
do this?” or “How come God did that?” These guestions come when
you focus on earthly wealth. The greatest of earthly wealth, which the
world prizes so highly, is the very antithesis of the wisdom of God.
God said. “| will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness
of the clever | will set aside”(1 Cor. 1:19). Paul further explained. “For
since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not
come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of
the message preached to save those who believe”(1 Cor. 1:21). An
honest investigation of the cross and the resurrection removes all
doubt. Christ died for our sins making justification possible. Romans
3:28 states, “For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart
from works of the Law."” The resurrection of Jesus is the mighty proof
of His deity, and this is affirmed by the Holy Spirit. "Who was
declared the Son of God with power by the resurrection from the
dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord -
among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ”(Rom. 1:4~6).

Our church needs to focus on the cross and experience unity and
revival. Church believers who focus on the cross find it easy to
forgive. Sinners who come to Christ at the cross find salvation. What
is your faith truly vested in? Do you believe in the cross, yourself, or
valuable earthly things? Most people miss the cross and chase after
what they perceive are valuable worldly ideals. Nothing worldly can
cure death; the only cure is the cross that Jesus took. There are only
two final destinations: eternal death and eternal life. The cross leads
you to life and cures doubting, divisions and death! 4
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2. Thanks to Jesus!

Thank you that You forgive me ond give me
eternal life. | didn't love my friends, family.
Please fill me with the Holy Spirit, so | can
spread the gospel. | pray in the name of Jesus.
Amen. (Grace, 288
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Heavenly Father, Thank you for English camp
and all teachers. | confess that | have not prayed
all the time. Help me to pray continually and
preach the gospel. | pray in Jesus' name Amen.
(Colta, 3%44)

Dear Jesus, Thanks |
for giving me eternal
life. We are all
sinners please forgive
all our sins with

Jesus' precious
blood. Please help us
not to fall into

temptation | know
Jesus is real to me. In
Your precious name |
pray. (Lous, 494}

Dear Jesus, Thank you for our English camp and
all teachers who help us to learn about you. |
confess | have sinned against You. Please give
us the faith to tell our friends about You. In
Jesus' name | proy Amen. (7om, 534}
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