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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

LET THE CHILDREN COME

“3Then some children were brought to Him so that He might lay His hands on them

and pray; and the disciples rebuked them. ""But Jesus said, “Let the children alone,

and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.

»»

After laying His hands on them, He departed from there.
(Matthew 19:13~15)

lot of churches in Korea today have just old people left in
A them because their church leaders have neglected the
young. It's true that children don't normally pay tithes, but do
normally make noise, act inappropriate, and stir up trouble.
One child can cause more wear and tear on church property
than fifty adults. Without specially designed children’s
programs, kids just aren't interested in church. It takes a lot of
time, effort, and people to evangelize children. Given such
circumstances, why should the church try to reach children?
The love of God is for all. John 3:16 says, “For God so loved
the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.” God
loves every soul. The cost of the cross pays for young and old.
The extent of God's love is shown in the fact that Jesus Christ
died for those in whom there was nothing that evoked that
love, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”(Rom. 5:8). In
today’s Bible verses Jesus invites all children to come to Him,
and specifically instructs His disciples not to stop them.
Evangelizing children is a very, very important responsibility!
We need to take sharing, teaching, and preaching the gospel
to children very seriously.

There will always be caring Christians to reach children.
During Jesus" ministry, the Bible tells us, "Then some children
were brought to Him so that He might lay His hands on them
and pray”(Mt. 19:13). Loving parents, school teachers, bus
drivers, youth workers, and the like are still eager to bring
children to Jesus. It's the church administrators that aren’t
bothering to provide the necessary environment for them. This
is a reality that Korean churches need to change. Children’s
minds are generally pure and simple, making them extremely
capable of practicing faith quickly, much better than adults.
Smart people always have a hard time letting go of their way
of thinking to live the life of faith in Jesus Christ. Little children
need more help in coming to Jesus than most grown-ups. We
have to think about our children here today. We need to make
their time in our church worthwhile. We need to share the
gospel with them in child-friendly ways. More importantly, we
need to show them Christ's love by loving them.

There will always be hindrances in reaching children. Jesus'
disciples scolded the children, “and the disciples rebuked
them"”(Mt. 19:13) from coming to Him because they thought
adults were more important. They thought Jesus was too
busy to deal with children. They underestimated the love of
Christ. Sadly, too many people in church leadership positions
still overlook the needs of children. They fail to see the
potential in a child. Little kids matter! Every child has a full life
to give to Jesus. Each child is one for whom Jesus Christ
died. Adults who were converted as children are more likely to
enter full-time service. We can’t close our eyes to the needs
of our children. We can’t afford to fail in giving them the
gospel. Jesus loves them and wants His church to be full of
them.

There will always be hope for all children. Jesus said, “Let
the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to
Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these" (Mt.
19:14). For those of you who already have children, just think
for a moment how blessed you are. Children are a blessing
from God. Jesus had time for children. He talked, touched,
and valued them highly. He was never too busy for little
children. Jesus ordered His disciples to allow, not forbid, the
children to come to Him. No one should stop children from
coming to Jesus. We must all come to Jesus in child-like faith.
Each child should remind us of the simplicity of the gospel.
Jesus laid His hands on children and blessed them, "After
laying His hands on them, He departed from there" (Mt.
19:15). He prayed for children. We need to value the children
in our midst. We need to make sure they know about the
wonderful hope available to them in our Lord Jesus Christ.

My dear friend, trust in the Lord and open your heart to His
little children. Who among us will take the time to bring
children to our church? Who among us will rebuke the
hindrances to reaching children with the gospel? Who among
us will speak and sing out about the hope for all children? We
must all come to Jesus with faith as a child. Let’s appreciate
God's blessing in our children. Let's respect, love, and care for
them with God's love. More importantly, let's bring them to
Jesus Christ. Amen. i
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