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| sermon for Next Sunday |

WONDERFUL

“For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will
rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

saiah prophesied about the birth of Jesus Christ more than 700
years before He was actually born. The Old Testament not only
mentions His birth, but also talks about His life, death, and coming
kingdom. In today’s Bible verse, Isaiah lists several different names
that explain His perfections. The first descriptive word he uses is
"Wonderful”. Wonderful regularly means “supernatural”(cf. Jdg.
13:18), so Isaiah refers to Messiah as supernatural. Certainly, this
earth has had many heroes. Historical writings document their
accomplished works after birth, but not before. Messiah is the only
person historically written about before His birth. As such, there is no
one else like Him on this earth. There is no one before, during, or
after His life who can claim the name Wonderful, for He alone is
Wonderful!

Jesus' birth was wonderful! Isaiah prophesied, "Behold, a virgin
will be with child and bear a son, and she will call His name
Immanuel”(ls. 7:14). This prophecy not only mentioned Jesus'
miracle birth, but also that in His presence God would be with us.
Are not these wonderful words, spoken some 700 years before
Jesus' birth, truly wonderful? An angel of the Lord told the Virgin
Mary, "Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God.
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you
shall name Him Jesus”(Lk. 1:30-31). Is not this message wonderful
in itself? Mary did not have to fear, for she had God's favor, in
conceiving Jesus through the Holy Spirit, not man. The angel further
said, "He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High;
and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David”(Lk.
1:32). God's angel even explained to Mary, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and
for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God”(Lk.
1:35). Everything about Jesus' birth was wonderful, It was
something that could happen only once, not only once, but also
never again.

Jesus' life was wonderful! Soon after his birth, three Gentile wise
men came to visit Him. They went to Jerusalem asking King Herod,
"Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His
star in the east and have come to worship Him" (Mt. 2:2). When King
Herod heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Is not
it wonderful that this earthly king was scared? He and the high
religious officials did not know that Jesus would be born in
Bethlehem. They did not understand Micah's prophecy, “But as for
you, Bethlehem Ephraithah, too little to be among the clans of Judah,
from you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings
forth are from long ago, from the days of eternity” (Mi. 5:2). The King

of Kings humbled Himself to be born in a Bethlehem manger. Isaiah
prophesied, “For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like
a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty that
we should look upon Him, nor appearance that we should be
attracted to Hir"(ls. 53:2). His life was so wonderful. He understood
the hardships of the sick, weak, and poor. He was a friend to sinners.
He always helps those who seek eternal life. Colossians 1:15-17
says, “And He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all
creation. For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens-and
on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers
or authorities- all things have been created through Him and for Him.
He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.” Is not
that wonderful, His life so powerful, yet His living so humble? Isaiah
paints this picture of the life of the Messiah, "Each will be like a
refuge from the wind and a shelter from the storm, like streams of
water in a dry country, like the shade of a huge rock in a parched
land”(ls. 32:2). This is our Wonderful Jesus. His wonderful life
redeems us and gives us new life. Is not His life truly, truly
wonderful?

Jesus' death was wonderful! Isaiah prophesied, “But He was
pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our
iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His
scourging we are healed”(Is. 53:5). Jesus suffered vicariously for our
sins. He suffered and died upon a cross, so that you and | could
receive eternal life through faith in God's wonderful grace. Hebrews
9:27-28 says, "And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once
and after this comes judgment, so Christ also, having been offered
once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation
without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him." Is not His
death itself wonderful?

Jesus will be wonderful in His coming kingdom! Isaiah prophesied,
“No lion will be there, nor will any vicious beast go up on it; these
will not be found there. But the redeemed will walk there, and the
ransomed of the Lord will return and come with joyful shouting to
Zion, with everlasting joy upon their heads. They will find gladness
and joy, and sorrow and sighing will flee away"(ls. 35:9-10). The
Lord’s eternal kingdom is going to be wonderful. There will be no evil
things, no crying, and no end to eternal happiness. All the redeemed
will live forever there.

My dear friend, the Christmas season is upon us. Is the Messiah,
Jesus Christ, wonderful to you? Trust Him, and you will find He is
Wonderful. | hope you have this blessing which can only be found in
Him who is Wonderful. 4
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