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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

O Little Town of Bethlehem

“But as for you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Too little to be among the clans of Judah,

From you One will go forth for Me to be ruler in Israel. His goings forth are from

long ago, From the days of eternity.”(Micah 5:2)

he wonderful Christmas message in today's bible verse

points to a special place called Bethlehem Ephrathah.

Ephrathah was the ancient name for Bethlehem. It was a
very small town located about nine kilometers south of
Jerusalem that no one, except those who believed in the Bible,
would expect something so monumental to happen there. It was
the site God chose for the hopes and fears of all the years to
finally come together.

The little town of Bethlehem was to be the birth place of the
Savior. Its history and symbolism is significant. The Bible's first
mention of it concerned Rachel, Jacob’s wife. She died after
giving birth, and was buried "on the way to Ephrath (that is,
Bethlehem)"(Gen. 35:19). So, the first reference to Bethlehem
had to do with sorrow, and Jesus was a man of sorrows, “He
was despised and forsaken of men, A man of sorrows and
acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their
face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him"(ls. 53:3).
The name Bethlehem means “House of Bread”, and Jesus said,
"I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and
he who believes in Me will never thirst”(Jn. 6:35). Bethlehem
was also the home of King David, whom Samuel anointed there
(1 Sam. 16:12&13), and its water was something David craved in
the midst of battle, “Oh that someone would give me water to
drink from the well of Bethlehem which is by the gate!"”(2 Sam.
23:15). Jesus told the woman by the well, “If you knew the gift
of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink," you
would have asked Him, and He would have given you living
water”(Jn. 4:10). Finally, Ruth found love in Bethlehem
Ephrathah (Ruth. 4:11), and God's love for this world came to
fruition there. Little Bethlehem was where God planned for His
Son, our Savior, to be born.

From Bethlehem, “One will go forth for Me to be ruler in
Israel”(v. 2). Bethlehem was too little to be counted among the
clans of Judah, but not too little to host the ruler of the world. At
first glance, the idea of becoming only a ruler in Israel sounds
very local; many people ignore and neglect the fact that the Lord

Jesus through that kingdom rules the entire earth. Seven
hundred years after this prophecy, an angel appeared to Mary
and said, "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear
a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give
Him the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the
house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end”(Lk.
1:31-33). Well, today’s prophecy was fulfilled, and Jesus is ruler
over all creation!

Bethlehem was the location of the incarnation of the Eternal
God, "His goings forth are from long ago, From the days of
eternity”(v. 2). The Old Testament describes the incarnation as
God taking upon Himself the form of a servant in Bethlehem.
Philippians 2:5-7 says, “Have this attitude in yourselves which
was also in Christ Jesus, who, although He existed in the form
of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and
being made in the likeness of men." The eternal God came to
little Bethlehem.

My dear friend, the little town of Bethlehem Ephrathah was
God's chosen place of blessing, where meek souls can still
receive Him. During this Christmas season, please humble
yourself, so that when you look into the manger you can find the
Messiah and worship and praise Him. He deserves your worship
and praise. Little Bethlehem was the birth place of the Messiah,
and the One born there rules all creation. His birth was the
incarnation of the eternal God. No one, except those who
believed, really expected it. No one, except those who believe,
really expects to die and go to hell. Listen to me my friend,
proud people can not see little things, and God uses the little,
the weak, and the poor for His kingdom. If you are not humble,
you cannot obtain salvation, and without salvation you are
eternally damned. Christmas is all about good news! Jesus
Christ was born in little Bethlehem, He rules all creation, and He
is the Eternal God. Whoever believes in Him shall not perish but
receive eternal life. Amen. §
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