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Two Masters
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(Matthew 6:24)

“No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.”

Today’s message is part of another example of how we practice outcome of someone else’s name be profaned? And My glory 1

Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount. The
Sermon on the Mount does not
present the way of salvation but the
way of righteous living for those
who are in God’s family. Jesus isn’t
addressing a general crowd; He is
preaching to His disciples. As such.,
this message relates to believers, It
is meant for us Christians. In
concluding His remarks on the
practice of kingdom life in relation
to money. Jesus says, “No one can
serve two masters; for either he will
hate the one and love the other, or
he will be devoted to one and
despise the other. You cannot serve
God and wealth™ (v. 24). Jesus
wants us to really understand that
we can’t serve God and mammon.
NU one can serve two I!‘JE]SIC[‘S!
Leading up to this truth, that we
can’t serve two masters. Jesus talks
about treasure. He tells us, “Do not
store up for yourselves treasures on
carth, where moth and rust destroy,
and where thieves break in and
steal. But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust destroys, and where
thieves do not break in or steal™ (vs.
19-20). Here we find a don’t and a
do. Christians don’t save treasures
on earth. Christians do save
treasures in heaven. Why? “For
where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also™ (v. 21). So now
we understand that what we
treasure is important because what
we treasure determines where our
heart is. If we treasure God. then
our heart will be with God. but if
we treasure something or someone
else, then our heart will be with
something or someone else. For we
know that “no one can serve two
masters”. All humans are servers.
They either serve God or they serve
mammon. No one can serve both.
Christians serve God!
Interestingly, after discussing
our heart, Jesus uses our eyes as

what we believe. He explains, “The
eye is the lamp of the body: so then
if your eye is clear, your whole
body will be full of light. But if
your eye is bad. your whole body
will be full of darkness. If then the
light that is in you is darkness, how
great is the darkness (vs, 22-23)!
When our spiritual eyes are clouded
it affects our whole body. our whole
outlook on everything! Whenever
you look at something, like a car,
house, or tree, or whenever you
look at someone, like a family

member, friend, or stranger. your
eyes talk to your mind. If your eyes
are bad, then they e going to talk to
your mind about bad things that
relate to mammon. Your thoughts
about what you see will be seen in
darkness. If your eyes are clear, then
they're going to talk to your mind
about good things that relate to
God. Your thoughts about what you
see will be seen in the light. In
essence, wherever your eyes go
your mind goes.

So, Jesus mentions our heart,
eyes, and mind. He also mentions
that we are servers under all
conditions. No matter what, we are
either servers of God or mammon.
We either serve the living Creator or
an object of our own creation, like
wealth, honor, fame. or authority.
All oo often, in our society and the
world in general. you find people
wanting to be like other people.
You'll see a dynamic Christian man
or woman who serves the church
well, has a prosperous business,
good family, and nice clothes, cars,
and house. and think to yourself that
they re outstanding. You wish you
could be like that person, The
surprising thing is that Jesus doesn’t
agree! What does Jesus say? He
says you only need God's blessi
not your own mammon. You need
what comes from the Bible and
transforms your own heart, not the

blessing. All too often we look at
another’s blessings and idolize
them. Our heart, eyes, and mind

focus on the blessings and not the
Blessed. We end up serving
mammon instead of God.

Another example of how our
heart, eyes, and mind can become
entrenched in darkness is when start
to want fame, fortune. and fancy.
When we serve ourselves instead of
God, we are serving mammon,
Most people want to succeed in this
carthly life, whether it’s a believer’s
or unbeliever’s society, people don't
want to fail. We strive to do a good
job at our occupation. Many people
become experts in a given field or
on a specific topic, and are asked to
travel the globe to share their

knowledge. Like Joseph, they have
found success in abundance.
Unfortunately, the hearts of all too
many of these people want fame
and wealth. Jesus tells us, “You
shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your mind™ (Mt.
22:37). Do you really love God or
do you love your own home,
wealth, or reputation? Many times
our outside expressions talk of God,
God, God, but our inside speaks of
a reality of our own mammen. IU's
like half of you belongs to God and
the other half belongs to yourself.
You come across as a really
happening Christian, with people
thinking you are good. Let me tell
you - you're not! You're serving
yourself, not God. God never
compromises. God simply says to
you, “I am the Lord. that is My
name; 1 will not give My glory to
another, Nor My praise 1o graven

image” (Isa. 42:8). Do you live like
that? Or do you have one foot in
and one foot out, thinking you've
got it made? Listen to these words,
“For My own sake. for My own
sake. I will act: For how can My

will not give to another™ (Isa.
48:11). Why is it that in your
everyday life that you share God's
glory, taking some for yourself?
This is idolatry. When you do this,
you think you're great. And why is
it that so many people respect such
persons?

My dear friends, your master is
the Creator or your own creation. It
is either the glorious personal God
or miserable things related to
money. Worship or idolatry. If you
love material blessings then you
will hate the giver of those
blessings. If you're devoted to
attaining material wealth then you
will despise the giver of that wealth.
“Therefore if you have not been
faithful in the use of unrighteous

mammon, who will entrust the ture
riches to you (Lk. 16:11)? Don’t be
stupid. All earthly material things
are unrighteous. You're given these
resources to use for God's glory, so
use them for that purpose. If you do
well, God will give you more to do.
“Now the Pharisees, who were
lovers of money. were listening to
all these things and were scoffing at
Him. And He said to them, * You are
those who justify yourselves in the
sight of men, but God knows your
hearts: for that which is highly
esteemed among men is detestable
in the sight of God” (Lk. 16:14-15).
God knows your heart. The
Pharisees really laughed at Jesus.
But God knew the Pharisees, He
knew that they talked of Him but
inside they were bad. God hates
that.

Let’s have one Master. Don’t try
to be wise and carthly, instead be
wise and heavenly and seek only
one Master, Jesus Christ. Look at
Jesus. He gave all His life and His
heart. Did He leave anything on the
cross? No, He gave everything! ff
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