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"Then you shall say to Pharaoh,
Thus says the LORD,”

TIsrael is My son, My first-born.
So I said to you, '

Let My son go, that he may serve Me’
but you have refused to let him go. Behold,

I will kill your son, your first-born.”

e Creator, Mighty God, asked Moses to tell Pharaoh, “Thus
says the Lord, Israel is My son, My firstborn. So | said to you,
Let My son go that he may serve Me, but you have refused to let him
go. Behold, | will kill your son, your firstborn™ (Ex. 4:22823). These
striking verses have an enormous impact on who you and | are as
Christians. They reveal our special status, our important position in
the world as God's children. All too often our vision of reality gets
clouded by the troubles and trials of every day life. We easily forget
the blessings of our faith. Israel is God's firstborn son, and we are the
sons that follow after them. Let's briefly survey Israel’s history and find
out what it really means to be a child of God.

At the tower of Babel, God scattered the human population
because of their pride and disobedience. Mankind was unable to
communicate with God. Basically, there was no hope. But the grace
of God came down to Abraham, our ancestor of faith. God gave him
a wonderful covenant, “And | will make you a great nation, And | will
bless you, And make your name great; And so you shall be a
blessing” (Gn. 12:2). God choose Abraham. He took him outside and
said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are
able to count them.” And He said to him, ‘So shall your descendants
be™ (Gn. 15:5). When God made this promise, Abraham had no son.
Yet, he believed. Can you even imagine such a blessing? Could you
have believed it? As an old man without children, Abraham still
believed.

Abraham finally had Isaac. Isaac had two sons, Jacob and Esau.
God only loved Jacob, who was the weakest. Jacob had twelve sons
and a very difficult life. He worked twenty hard years for his uncle and
lived by faith, but experienced strenuous times. He lost one of his
youngest sons, Joseph, who was sold into slavery by his brothers.
And still, God kept His covenant with these weak people, these
strange brothers. Joseph became second in command of Egypt. He
helped his family move to Egypt during the famine. His people were
shepherds by trade, one of the lowest positions in Egyptian culture.
QOver time, they became a nation of slaves.

Israel’s history, in reality, was very difficult. They didn't look like a
blessed nation. For four hundred years, they were Egyptian slaves.
They didn't have a leader. They had no king. Their primary job
responsibilities were to make and bake bricks. In the Egyptians’ eyes,
they were just a little better than leprosy. When they looked at their
own history, they saw that they truly had nothing. The Egyptians were
a strong people with great leaders, power, authority, and their own
country. The Israelites had nothing, no knowledge, authority, or
wealth. In this world they had little hope.

Let's look at Moses. At eighty years of age, he spent half his life
as a Midian shepherd. He viewed his life in sorrow for his people. But
God ordered him to tell the great king of Egypt, “Israel is My son, My
firstborn”™. He probably freaked out thinking, “Come on God, look at
me. I'm only a shepherd, not a prince. I've got but one stick and | am
eighty years old. My people have been slaves for more than four
hundred years. Can you hear me, for over four hundred years! Are
they your firstbomn?" Seriously, when you look at reality, where is the
blessing? But God said that these poor and lowly people were His
son, His firstborn. God’s best love from His heart went to these
people, these enslaved, poor, and miserable people.

“See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we
would be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the
world does not know us, because it did not know Him” (1 Jn. 3:1). Do
you understand? If you don't know God, you're not going to believe

this history. You're not going to understand how great a love He has

I

for you. You're only going to look at the earthly things and miss the
big picture. You're not going to behold God who has made a way for
us to be His children. The world can't see it. They don't know who we
are because they don't know God. They don't have faith. Only faith
can open your eyes to see the true blessing of being God's child.

The key is faith. The world wants to know God with their own
knowledge. It can't be done! It's a privilege to be a child of God, God
choose Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. He absolutely loved them. He
fed, trained, and delivered them from the enemy. He bestowed upon
them an inheritance far beyond anything this earth has to offer. His

+ promise, continued to move through history until it reached

completion in Jesus Christ. “For you are all sons of God through faith
in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:26). Jesus is the Messiah, the son of David,
the son of Abraham. Can you know Him via experience or
knowledge? No! Only by faith. Look at me and the people around
you! We are slaves. Are you a child of God? Only through faith can
you know God.

The enemy has a hard heart but God know how to deal with the
enemy. How much does He love you? Jesus tells us that one soul is
better than the whole world. He gave His own life. He showed us how
really important we are. God, through Moses, proclaimed to the whole
world that Israel was His son, His firstboom. Pharaoh didn't believe it.
He believed in himself, in earthly reality. He refused to accept God's
Word. Big mistake! When God said, “Let My son go that he may
serve Me", Pharaoh didn’t, and his firstbomn son along with all Egypt's
firstborn sons died. The Lord God told Pharach to let His son go or
else He would kill his firstborn son, “But if there is any further injury,
then you shall appoint as a penalty life for life” (Ex. 21:23), We must
remember, “Israel was holy to the Lord, The first of His harvest. All
who ate of it became guilty; Evil came upon them, declares the Lord”
(Jer. 2:3).

Israel was God's firstbomn. Do you realize what that means? They
were the first fruit, the first sons from birth that every nation would be
blessed through their inheritance. Israel was extremely important to
this earth. They are God's people, God's chosen. From them came
God's begotten Son, but they are the first son. This means that the
second, third, fourth, and so on children will come after them. It is
from Israel that God saved all other nations, “I have other sheep,
which are not of this fold; | must bring them also, and they will hear
My voice; and they will become one flock with one shepherd” (Jn.
10:16). Amen! That's us. We received God's grace through His first
son.

“When Israel was a youth | loved him, And out of Egypt | called
My son” (Hosea 11:1). Is that true? The New Testament tells us, “He
remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet; "Out of Egypt | called
My Son™ (Mt. 2:15). God delivered Israel and Jesus out of Egypt.
Pharaoh's firstborn son died. Herod died.

God choose us to be His children. Do you believe it? Or do you
try to understand and know Him through your own knowledge and
experience? Do you look at yourself and your position in this world
through earthly means? God orders us to address Him as “Our
Heavenly Father”. As a child of God you should be proud of who you
are. You should think yourself better than the whole world. Why are
you discouraged? Why do you not believe? Why do you not practice
your faith? My dear friend, humbly come to the Lord, hear His voice,
and understand what “You are My son, My firstborn” means to you.
Praise the Lord. 4
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