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day's Bible verses are among the most
beloved in the New Testament. They are
the words of Jesus regarding one of the best
features of Christianity! As such, we should
remember them. For no other religion on the
face of this earth offers such comfort and
care. These precious verses are the great
invitation of Jesus Christ that extend to all
who need rest.

As you know, this world is full of turmoil,
trouble, and temptation. Humans, out of
necessity, must struggle and labor to survive.
Naturally, people become overwhelmed with
exhaustion and heavy responsibilities. The
people in the Bible were of no exception.
Those who gathered around Jesus were no
different from us. They experienced physical
sickness, mental fatigue, spiritual grief, and
all kinds of dilemmas in the same manner as
people today. Jesus called to them, as He now
calls to us, to come to Him and receive rest,
to learn from Him and find rest.

Every human soul desperately needs the
kind of rest that Jesus provides, whether
they realize it or not. When Jesus looked
upon the people of this earth, "He felt
compassion for them, because they were
distressed and dispirited like sheep without a
shepherd” (Mt. 9:36). Even John, while
imprisoned, asked of Jesus, "Are You the
Expected One, or shall we look for someone
else" (11:3)? Confusion, doubt, impatience,
and weariness confront all humans. Not only
that, but unreasonable indifference clouds
their minds. Jesus recognized this flawed
character trait when He said, "But to what
shall I compare this generation? It is like
children sitting in the market places, who call
out to the other children, and say, ‘We played
the flute for you, and you did not dance: we
sang a dirge, and you did net mourn™(11:16-17).
The people rejected both John's and Jesus'
ministries even though their styles were
exactly opposite. Closed minded, spiritually
blind, and unrepentant people receive no
satisfaction. Indeed, the purpose of the
church is to ask sinners to repent, but few
really do it. Jesus denounced the cities in
which most of His miracles were done because
they didn't repent (see Mt. 11:20-24). He also
praised His Father for hiding “these things”
from the wise and intelligent and revealing
them to infants(see Mt. 11:25). Humans
require rest, but only those who are humble
and willing to come can find and receive it.

Everywhere Jesus went He found people
who were searching for truth and a better
life. He called all those who had a hunger and
a thirst for God to come to Him and receive
rest. He called all those who underneath had
uncertainty in their minds, unbelief in their
hearts, and unreceptive spirits to come to
Him and find rest. Moreover, He calls all now
who feel a sense of dissatisfaction, futility of
life, and dark moments of misgiving to come

COME T0
ME ALL

(Matthew 11:28-30)

"Come to Me, all who are weary
and heavy-laden, and I will give
you rest. Take My yoke upon you
and learn from Me, for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls.
For My yoke is easy and My
burden is light.”

to Him and receive rest. He calls everyone in
the world that is aching, longing, and lonely to
come to Him and receive rest. He's calling
each person that is tired and overwhelmed to
come to Him and fine rest for their souls.
Receiving His rest depends on you. You must
come!

Heavy burdens and labor are unaveidable
elements of human life. This problem
expresses itself in the weariness of humanity
irrespective of whether one is active or
passive. The demands of life in general, and
in particular, work, school, or family creates
all sorts of heavy responsibilities and
conflicts. Taking care of a dying bedy is
continual hard work. Dealing with the
competition, cheating, and worldly business
ventures of company life is tiresome,
Handling the fights and conflicts of kids,
family, and friends is exasperating. Studying
for exams and managing peer pressures is
tedious. Even life within the church is
challenging. The Bible tells us that man's fall
in the Garden of Eden condemned him to
exhausting labor in order to live (see 6n.
3:19). Every day living is laborious because of
sin. Fatigue originated with the toil and sweat
of obtaining food from the ground. Now
frustration, disillusionment, and sorrow are
the suffering elements of human existence.
Our daily lives make us weary and worn.
There are just foo many continuous problems
to solve on our own. This is human destiny.
Actually, God doesn't want humans to suffer
in this way, but sin itself wants, demands, and
necessitates it. Cain cried out to the Lord,
"My punishment is too great to bear(Gn. 4:13)!
His expression reveals how high the level of
human suffering can reach.

Heaven extends an invitation to the lost,

weary, and heavy-burdened. Heaven opened
up and Jesus traveled all the glorious way
down to this sinful world. He showed up to
invite all to come to Him. This is the call to
salvation, to fate, to mercy, and to pardon.
Coming to Jesus (not a preacher, church, or
famous religious leader) is God's only way.
Jesus is the Lord and Savior! Amen. His
invitation is a call to come from sin to
salvation, from death to life, from suffering
to peace. Listen carefully. God has
continually called man to Himself since He
first called Adam in the Garden of Eden. The
Bible contains more than 1,800 invitations to
come to Him. A few samplings include,
“Incline your ear and come to Me“(Is. 55:3),
"Come and see"(Jn. 1:46), "Come now, and let
us reason together”(Is. 1:18), "Come to the
waters”(Is. 55:1), “come to Me and drink"(In.
7:37), and "Come"(Rv. 22:17)

Whosoever really believes receives a real
blessing. Jesus specifics that if you come to
Him, He will give you rest. You can't earn this
blessing—it's a free gift. This rest is
dependent upon you coming to Jesus, not
doing something good. It is the rest of faith.
It is the rest of pardon. It is the rest of
forgiveness, It is the rest of peace, like a
sleeping baby in his mether's arms, or a storm
disappearing under the water. When you
come to Jesus, all conflict disappears and the
peace that passes all understanding appears.
"For He Himself is our peace, who made both
groups into one and broke down the barrier of
the dividing wall"(Eph. 2:14). Heaven and
earth are simple things in God's grace. Jesus
died for us, and only He can give rest to your
spirit. Real rest requires coming to Jesus.
We can only learn from Him. He said, "Come
to Me" and "learn from Me". When you come
to Him, your life's direction takes the first
step to heaven. Heaven opens up and provides
the spiritual power and eternal rest you need.
If you learn from Him, God's way is easy.

My dear friend, I challenge you this 2nd
Sunday of January to come to Jesus. Many of
you still have doubts, anger, and confusion,
just like the people in the Bible. Some even
think that they are too ferrible, their sins are
too bad, and that they are too lost. Listen,
Jesus came to this earth to save the worst of
sinners, to help the totally lost souls. Do not
let the tempter discourage you. Come to
Jesus. He's truly looking for the lost, sad,
guilty, and horrible people. That's the great
thing about Him. If you come now, and kneel
down, He will be there for you. Let's start
this year right. Let's travel together the
heavenly way, "Come to Me, all who are weary
and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” I
believe this. It's the only truth. Wake-up,
Challenge your faith, and come to the only
One, Jesus Christ, who can give you rest. God
bless you. §
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