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| sermon for Next Sunday |

PRIDE PROBLEMS

“c"But Peter said to Him, “[Even] though all may fall away, yet I will not.” “?And Jesus said to him, “Truly
1 say to you, that you yourself this very night, before a cock crows twice, shall three times deny Me.” “"But
[Peter] kept saying insistently, “[Even] if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!” And they all were
saying the same thing, too.” (Mark 14:29-31)

hile walking to Gethsemane, the garden on the slope of the

Mount of Olives, Jesus told his disciples, "You will all fall
away, because it is written, ‘I will strike down the shepherd, and
the sheep shall be scattered’“(v. 27). Peter responded, “Even
though all may fall away, yet | will not”(v. 29). He almost agreed
with what His master said, but not exactly. He was well aware of
the other disciples faith levels. He knew their weaknesses, and
thus considered him a little higher. His thinking was sort of like one
who thinks everyone in their whole family is terrible, but not them
As such, he rather agreed with Jesus that the other disciples
would fall away, but certainly not him. Peter had pride problems
that were about to become known rather quickly.

Peter's first pride problem was self-confidence. Self-confidence is
thinking all will fall away but me. It is the stupid idea of believing in
yourself, your own abilities. Peter was sure, meaning he really
believed that he loved Jesus the best, and was the most
dedicated. When people compare their hearts to others, they are
truly deceiving themselves. Proverbs 28:26 says, "He who trusts in
his own heart is a fool. But he who walks wisely will be delivered.”
To walk wisely means to always watch for and listen to God's
message. Peter could not see or hear what Christ was actually
saying because his heart was self-confident, not self-denied and
thus, not Christ-confident. 1 Corinthians 10:12 says, “Therefore let
him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall.”
Repeatedly the Bible teaches that believers who do not deny
themselves fail. You cannot take your cross without denying
yourself first. It is a wonderful truth, but many people just do not
doit.

Peter's second pride problem was boasting. He kept saying
insistently, "Even if | have to die with You, | will not deny You"(v.
31)!" His over confidence in himself meant he wanted to take
responsibility for his own word. He told Jesus, “Lord, why can | not
follow You right now? | will lay down my life for You"{Jn. 13:37).
His promise to lay down his life for Jesus was sheer boastfulness.
He did not seek the things above, but only believed in his awn will
and way. He did not search and watch for God's will and way. After
asking Peter to keep watch over Him while He prayed, Jesus said
to him, “Simon, are you asleep? Could you not keep watch for one
hour? Keep watching and pray that you may not come into
temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak"”(Mk. 14:37-
38). Again, Peter fell asleep and did not keep watch over Jesus, as
he promised. His boastful words amounted to nothing but
disgrace.

Peter's third pride problem was not revealing or practicing his
faith. As they took Jesus before Caiaphas, Peter followed Him at a

distance, and tried to blend into the crowd (Mk.14:54). He was
scared and shameful. He promised his master that he would never
fall away, he even boasted about it, but he watched his master a
little further away. Jesus was in trouble, and Peter was afraid of it.
He was a criminal about to face serious charges. He was no longer
fun to be around, and His popularity was near zero. For Peter,
Jesus' word became not as important as the crowd’s eyes staring
at him. He did not do what he said he would do. He did not
practice his faith. Instead, he sat among the enemy in fear. Just as
Demas deserted Paul, so Peter abandoned Jesus(see 2 Tim. 4:10).

Lastly, Peter's pride problem led to denying Jesus Christ. He
chose the way of the world, and in so doing denied his master. The
same is true today, If you choose to follow what is popular and
trendy, instead of the ancient way, you will indeed deny Jesus
Christ. A woman approached Peter and asked if he was a member
of Jesus' group, and he told her, “| neither know nor understand
what you are talking about”(Mk. 14:68). Jesus had already said,
"But whoever denies Me before men, | will also deny him before
My Father who is in heaven"”(Mt. 10:33). When other bystanders
began to ask him the same question, Peter began "to curse and
swear, '| do not know this man you are talking about'"(Mk. 14:71).
His cowardice over earthly things led him to curse and swear. His
denial of his master was leading him further and further away from
Jesus.

Pride problems are dangerous, perhaps the root of all evil. The
good news is that Peter repented. When Peter denied Jesus the
third time, Jesus turned to look at him. “And Peter remembered
the word of the Lord, how He had told him, ‘Before a rooster
crows today, you will deny Me three times.” And he went out and
wept bitterly”(Lk. 22:60-62). Mark 14:72 records the same scene,
“Immediately a rooster crowed a second time. And Peter
remembered how Jesus had made the remark to him, ‘Before a
rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.” And he began
to weep.” His heartfelt shame and sorrow saved him.

My dear friend, are you proud of yourself? Do you love to boast
and show off your confidence? If you do, then you are not
watching your faith, and you will end up following after earthly
things, which lead you to deny your Savior. Please humble yourself.
Pride leads to self-confidence and boasting, which lead to not
keeping a close watch on Jesus: Not keeping a close watch on
Jesus leads you to not practicing your faith; this leads to cursing,
swearing, and denying Jesus Christ. Do not let your pride take you
away from Jesus. Repent and come back to the Lord God. He will
forgive you, and take you under His complete care. Peter repented,
and faithfully served Jesus Christ for the rest of his earthly life. 4
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