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Call to Me

(Jeremiah 33:1~3)

“Then the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the second tim

while he was still confined in the court of the guard, sayir

"Thus says the Lord who made the earth, the Lord who formed it to establish.

the Lord is His name, ‘Call to Me and I will answer yo

and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know"

Jeremiah was a very unpopular prophet. The king,
religious officials, and general congregation of Judah
hated him because of his message of doom against their
nation. God's people even imprisoned him. If you place
yourself in his situation, all your life working for God and
His people hating you, putting you in jail, you would be a
little discourage. But Mighty God visited Jeremiah twice
while he was confined in jail. He told him not to be
discouraged, but to call to Him. This is a wonderful
summons that produces wonderful outcomes to all who
reply! God doesn’t leave His people in their time of
confinement, rather, He doubles His visits when they are
in double trouble. As such, today’s Bible verses belong to
every discouraged servant of God. Let us lock at them for
the encouragement we so desperately need in our times
of trial and tribulation.

The first prison word to Jeremiah concerned his faith
by obedience. He was to redeem the field at Anathoth,
which he did. This land was about to be overtaken by
Babylon, so in worldly eyes it wasn't a very good real
estate investment. But Jeremiah, faced with what seemed
a hopeless situation, obeyed God and bought the field.
This second prison word tested Jeremiah’s faith by prayer.
There’s no doubt that he passed the test because later in
his life he witnessed great and mighty things, just as the
Lord had promised. For those of us who may not be
physically imprisoned, but who are spiritually imprisoned,
we can place great value in God's words to Jeremiah.

God told Jeremiah “Call to Me”. God wants us to pray.
He encourages us to continue in prayer. Instead of
complaining or relating your woes to friends and family,
just pray by faith. Pray, even though you have prayed.
Pray concerning your present trouble, like Jeremiah did
about the “siege mounds” that were built up over
Jerusalem's city walls by the invaders (see Jer. 32:24), on
that very detail God answered. Pray, even though you are
still in prison after prayer. If deliverance is delayed, be
more persistent, let your prayers be relentless. Pray, for
the word of God comes to you with this command, “Call to
Me". The Holy Spirit will direct you, and help you. We
need to pray because of our backwardness, forgetfulness,
and tendency to unbelief. God calls us to pray because of
His wisdom, love, and concern for our well being.

God encourages us to expect answers to prayer, “I will

answer you”. Even though you pray, still in jail, expect an
answer. Usually we remember God’s promise to hear us,
but when we are in trouble, the promise is special, “I will
answer you”. The Lord will answer us because He
promises to. His nature is righteous; He cannot lie or deny
Himself. As such, His promises are sure. It is God who
prompts and encourages us to pray. It is His Holy Spirit
that leads, directs, and guides our hearts toward prayer. It
is His word that promises to answer our prayers. So, ask
in faith. Look up in hope. What a great encouragement!
Whatever our situation, we have victory.

God encourages us to expect great things as answers
to prayer, “I will tell you great and mighty things, which
you do not know”. We can anticipate great counsel that is
full of wisdom and meaning. We can look forward to
mighty works that are mighty effectual. We can expect the
unexpected. We can count on divine things happening,
like healing, the enjoyment of peace and security,
freedom from bondage, cleansing from sin, and
forgiveness of sin (vv. 6-8). Sufferers may win unexpected
deliverance. Workers may achieve surprising marvels.
Seekers may find more than they expected. Believers
may increase spiritual insight.

When we serve the Lord, we can expect persecution,
and thus, suffering. Our pride may be broken in front of
everyone. Our enemies may insult us, get angry with us,
and even hurt us. We may become discouraged. Look at
the cross. They crucified our Lord. They mocked and beat
Him. They tried to tempt Him into proving He was the Son
of God by saving Himself from the cross, so that they
could believe. What did Jesus do? He prayed for God to
forgive them for their ignorance. What a prayer Jesus
prayed to His Father! After taking all that Satan had,
Jesus said, “It is finished”. What an unexpected thing.
Jesus' final words brought victory over death, over sin. All
that we lost from the Garden of Eden He achieved at the
cross from His faithful prayer. We got back the kingdom of
God. Now, we can call to our Creator God, and He will
answer us, and He will tell us great and mighty things that
we didn’t even know. Let us continue to pray, expecting
answers and divine revelations. Amen.
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