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Anyone can stumble while leading a life of faith. Repentance on a per-
sonal level is relatively easy, however, it is not easy to turn back from a
walking on the wrong way on the level of church or Christianity branches.
This is the reason that even 500 years after the Reformation, we commem-
orate Reformation Week in the last week of October every year in order
that we observe the essence of the church and that we should hold on to
and move forward to the upright way. At the time of Luther's Reformation,
Catholic Church could not fulfill properly leading saints before God. "And
without faith it is impossible to please Him, for the one who comes to God
must believe that He exists, and that He proves to be One who rewards
those who seek Him.(Heb 11:6)" Even though the essence of going forward
before God and pleasing God is faith, Roman Catholic Church did not em-
phasize faith. They discarded the church's main duty to provide saints with
healthy words to feed them spiritually well. That's why Reformation lead-
ers including Luther risked their lives and tried hard to turn back to the
spiritually vigorous church through the motto, "by Scripture alone’, "by
grace alone', "by faith alone’, "by Christ alone", "glory to God alone".

The Apostle Peter and Epistles of Peter

Peter's confession to Jesus in Caesarea Philippi, "You are the Messiah, the
Son of the living God.(Matt 16:16)" is the main reason that Roman Catholic
Church thinks Peter is the first pope. Jesus was pleased with Peter's confes-
sion and said, "on this rock I will build my church’, and it's because the
name Peter sounds similar to rock. However, the real meaning of the name
Peter refers to just pieces, and because it is reasonable to understand the
rock Jesus mentioned is the confession of faith of Jesus himself, or of Pe-
ter's, it is difficult for me to agree with calling Peter a pope. However, apart
from this, many people agree Peter's faith and the lessons he delivered
were remarkable. Besides his leadership and audacity as a head of faith
leading early churches, I think the sermon through which he converted
3,000 people in Acts 2 was the most powerful sermon in the history. Un-
like the Apostle Paul who pioneered numerable churches, Peter focused on
the ministry of uniting churches already established into one. That's why
we find general principles of faith rather than specific issues of churches in
epistles of Peter. "I consider it right, as long as I am in this earthly dwelling,
to stir you up by way of reminder,(2Pet 1:13)" To put the tent meaning the
life of the flesh aside means to be embraced in arms of the Lord, so in 2
Peter is contained the character of the will Peter left finally. As if Hebrews
challenged saints by quoting Habakkuk, the Apostle Peter also exhorted
saints in the environment where it is not easy for them to live with faith.

Three issues shaking faith

At the time when 2 Peter was recorded, the elements that interrupted
the saint's life of faith were not suffering nor persecutions. The temptation
of secularism was a little bit weaker. "But false prophets also appeared
among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who
will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who
bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.(Pet 2:1)" False
teachers refers to those who teach heresies, and in our time, they can be
those who shake the teachings of the Bible by credible logic that the world
would accept. For example, they are the ones who teach false concept
about sex, or those who assert the theory of evolution. Especially in these
days, 'evolution’ reached to the degree of being used as a synonym of ‘pro-
gression' or 'improvement, so saints have to be alert. "and if He rescued
righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the perverted conduct of unscrupu-
lous people(2Pet 2:7)" The unscrupulous are those who boost perverts or
do the perverted conduct boldly. They delude us into using our bodies that

have to be used as weapons of justice as weapons of injustice so that they

Sermon in English Translation

Partakers of the Divine Nature

(2 Peter 1:3-9)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

destroy the upright faith that leads us to go before God. "Know this first of
all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following
after their own lusts (2Pet 8:3)" Mockers in the last days deny the judge-
ment as well as the existence of God. In order for us not to be mocked by
them, we should go forward to the mature faith that we are rather pleased
with the judgment by virtue of God's acknowledging us despite our short-

comings and weaknesses.

The divine nature

“so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped the corruption that is in the world on account of lust.(v. 4b)" The
key word passing through 2 Peter is the divine nature which indicates the
saint who is not shaken in the world by upright faith. The original word
'divine nature' refers to the nature of God within us who were created in
the image of God. Scholars of Systematic Theology classify divine nature
into the nature that only God has(omniscience and omnipotence, etc.) and
God's character that a human that is a creature shares (goodness, righ-
teousness, truthfulness, etc.), and the latter is within us. "Now for this very
reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence,
and in your moral excellence, knowledge, and in your knowledge, self-con-
trol, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, god-
liness, and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly
kindness, love.(2Pet 1:5-7)" The character of God which is shared within us
does not take place at once but is gradually accomplished through proce-
dures. Virtue blossoms on the soil of faith, and by a similar method,
knowledge blossoms on virtue. Therefore, it teaches us taking part in the

divine nature means going through procedures.

“for His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and
godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us by His own
glory and excellence.(v.3)" "Through these He has granted to us His pre-
cious and magnificent promises,(v.4a)". Another words that indicate the im-
age of partakers of the divine nature are 'everything pertaining to life' and
'godliness' and 'precious and magnificent promises. The notable point is
the expression 'granted’, which means 'gave as a gift, in the original lan-
guage, has considerably distinguishable meaning from 'passing over' or
'handing over'. It is because even the first step of participating in the divine
nature belongs to the gifts that we are to receive by virtue of Jesus Christ.
About one year ago, I used to write the gifts I gave to someone and the gifts
I received from someone every day in a diary. By the way, I came to realize
I gave and received so many things even on the day when I could meet no
one because I was concentrating on studying the Bible and praying. Be-
cause you can act more beneficially, if you try to live a life that becomes a
gift to others, our existence itself is likely to become a gift owing to the gift
Jesus gave us. Because we can participate in the divine nature by receiving
all things pertaining to life, godliness and promises as gifts, the character
of God grows within us splendidly. "For if these qualities are yours and are
increasing, they do not make you useless nor unproductive in the true
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.(v.8)" The phenomenon that occurs ac-
cordingly when we participate in the divine nature is that the knowledge of
God is increased and that we are busy knowing God, which becomes the
indicator that estimates the partaking of the divine nature. I bless in the
name of the Lord that you and I keep in mind the Apostle Peter's precious
lessons about the way of leading a firm and unshakable life and partaking
of the divine nature.
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