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| Sermon for Next Week |

NEW BEGINNING

“OThen the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you.” So the name of that
place is called Gilgal to this day. ""While the sons of Israel camped at Gilgal, they observed the Passover on the
evening of the fourteenth day of the month on the desert plains of Jericho. “"And on the day after the Passover, on that
very day, they ate some of the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched [grain]. "”And the manna ceased on
the day after they had eaten some of the produce of the land, so that the sons of Israel no longer had manna, but they
ate some of the yield of the land of Canaan during that year--.” (Joshua 5:9-15)

he message in today’s short passage is very important to the

meaning of the whole Bible. It concerns a new beginning, an
exciting time in the spiritual history of Israel. Moses had led God's
people to the Promised Land, but God used Joshua to lead them
into it. You cannot compare Moses with Jashua, but Moses could
not go into the Promised Land or cross over the Jordan River. As
such, God picked Moses' servant, Joshua, to lead the Israelites
across the Jordan River. After 40 years of desert tent living, these
wandering people were about to settle down in their own land.
They had no experience in Egyptian living, for they were born in the
desert and only heard about the Red Sea and Passover miracles.
Their experiences related to hot days and cold nights, a strict diet of
manna and water, and complete loss of their parents. With their
leader dead, they now miraculously cross the dry Jordan River with
anew leader.

In front of the Israelites lay the land of Jericho, and behind them
the Jordan River. The Anak were giant people, and the banks of the
Jordan River were overflowing again. They had no choice in making
a new start. It is here that God ordered the circumcision of His
people. They did not grumble, complain, or try and issue their own
traditions, but decided to obey God's order by faith. The male adults
cut their skins. They emptied themselves of self-reliance, and totally
put their trust in God. If the enemy attacked, their weakness would
bring total destruction, for they could not move until healed. They
had to trust completely in God. God blessed their obedience. He
said, "Today | have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you"(v.
9). The taunts leveled by the Egyptians at the Israelites for their
failure to gain their Promised Land now had no ground. The shame
of the past was gone, and the start of a new beginning had come.

God blessed the Israelites because they followed Him. The same
principle applies to us. We are servants of God, and we have to
decide in our hearts whether to issue our own customs and
traditions, or dedicate ourselves to the Lord only. After 40 years of
not celebrating the Passover, on the day God blessed them, “they
observed the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month on the
desert plains of Jericho"(v. 10). During this Passover, for the very
first time they ate from their land, and “the manna ceased on the
day after they had eaten some of the produce of the land, so that
the sons of Israel no longer had manna”(v. 12). What a blessing!
What a celebration! Now, God's people had become His children.
They arrived at their new land, and celebrated a new Passover with
the produce from this land. Indeed, they still had a long way to go,
but God was now leading their future. It was a new beginning!

What is going on with the future of your life? You are traveling on
the journey of life somewhere. | want you to start with a new
beginning. It is not the wide way, the way of the world, but the
narrow way, the way of the cross. It is a perfect path, which
requires you and Jesus Christ to be together. If you want to stay on
this path, you cannot focus on the world, but only on Christ. Jesus
Christ is not your enemy. He is your Lord, Savior, and Redeemer. He
is the best friend you can have. So, forget the past, cut the skin,
and from now on walk with Jesus Christ. Take the food of life and
move forward. God is with you wherever you find yourself. Be
humble, experience joy, and praise His name as you take each step
toward heaven. God will lead you; all you have to do is follow.

As Joshua was preparing for battle, he looked up and found a man
standing in front of him dressed for battle with a sword drawn.
Joshua questioned, “Are you for us or for our adversaries”(v. 13)?
The man said, “No; rather | indeed come now as captain of the host
of the Lord--- Remove your sandals from your feet, for the place
where you are standing is holy”(vv. 14&14). My dear friend, new
beginning person, you are standing on holy ground wherever you
go. When God is in front, as you follow, your pathway is holy. The
captain of the host of the Lord is Jesus Christ. He is the only One
who can lead you to victory.

Joshua fell on his face to the earth, and bowed down to his visitor.
He worshiped the "captain of the host of the Lord” as God. He
recognized his caller, and acknowledged that this was His war and
that the Israelites were but a part of the Lord's hosts, which also
included angels and the forces of nature (see 6:2). He said, “"What
has my Lord to say to His servant?” In other words, he responded
to Christ's presence by accepting that whatever God wanted him to
do, he would do it. You have to be willing to humble yourself and go
God's way. Joshua did not raise his sword. He didn't fight against
God. He dropped his pride, worshipped, and obeyed. In your new
beginning, you have to drop your ideas, worship the Lord, and do
His will.

This is the 4th Sunday of Lent, and it looks to me like this church
doesn't have a great leader, just an ordinary servant that God has
chosen to use for His purposes. Jesus is nearing the cross; His
suffering is great. He is making the perfect pathway. Please, let us
start the new beginning. He is dying to give us the new beginning.
Make up your mind, cut your customs and traditions, and deny
yourself. Enjoy and celebrate His grace. Witness His Passover,
Remember you are standing on holy ground! Go now, walking in
His love. 4
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