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Unlike 'Genesis' concerned with the creation of the world, 'Exodus' which
recorded the escape of the Israelites from the slavery in Egypt, and 'Leviti-
cus' which dealt with offerings of Levites, the theme of Numbers whose ti-
tle does not reveal the theme is 'wilderness. People compare the life to the
wilderness, where there seems to be nothing and which is felt to be desert-
ed. The wilderness to which God led the Israelites had double meaning of
hardships and blessings. In Numbers, the wilderness was a place where
God guided them even though there didn't seem to be the road, and it was
also a place where God provided manna and quails even though there
were no resources. It was the wilderness where God who protected and
provided was revealed clearly. The wilderness can be a place of complaints
and resentments, or a place of receiving God's navigations and blessings

according to the attitudes and postures.

Three types of complaints and resentments

The Israelites complained in the wilderness rather than enjoying blessings.
If we arrange them according to types, we can be aware of what causes resent-
ments. The first reason for complaints and resentments revealed through
Numbers is the lack. These complaints in the wilderness occurred when they
had no water to drink and no food to eat. In response to the Israelites' resent-
ments caused from the lack, God provided them with water and manna. God
provided them with meat enough for them to eat fully through flocks of
quail. The second reason for complaints and resentments was the frustration
for the direction and the goal. Everyone hopes his/her life proceeds as he /she
lays it out. When the direction or speed toward the goal is out of the expecta-
tions, complaints and resentments can occur. The Israelites wanted to head
straight in the wilderness. However, God made them take a roundabout way
to Mount Sinai, even though it took around 20 days if they went straight from
Egypt to Canaan. Moreover, God made them go around the land of Edom
and detour along the road to the Red Sea. The Israelites who could not under-
stand the will of God were to complain and resent. There is time when God
makes us also detour in our lives. Rather, it is rare for God to make us go
straight. When the direction and the goal are out of our expectations, com-
plaints and resentments of the Israelites can also happen to us. Third, when
the goal is lost, complaints and resentment arise in our hearts. When those
who explored the land of Canaan and came back reported that "The land is
good, but the people living there are powerful so that we cannot take the pos-
session of the land., the Israelites complained rebelliously. They even ad-
vanced to the complaint that they choose a new leader taking place Moses and
Aaron and go back to Egypt. It was because they had created in their minds an
illusion that I could do better if I did it.

The way complaints and resentments are revealed: greed, bad report,
fornication

Since complaints and resentments tend to be common to everyone, we
don't need to regard them strange. Rather, we cam enjoy the blessing that
faith comes back to its original place quickly through Words. I hope you re-
member that the life without complaints and resentments is not possible, but
the strength of the Words overcoming it is much more forceful. "So tell them,
‘As surely as I live, declares the Lord, I will do to you the very thing I heard
you say:"(Numl4:28). God said He would do as the complaints and resent-
ments were heard in His ears. Perhaps, if you have complaints and resent-
ments in your life right now, you should stop them at the level of displaying
your charm. You should never allow complaints to transform the basic shape
of your life. "Therefore the place was named Kibroth Hattaavah, because there
they buried the people who had craved other food.(Num 11:34). The Israelites
in the wilderness complained saying that they wanted to eat meat. Listening
to this, God immediately sent them quail, but gave punishment to the people

Sermon in English Translation

at Happens When the Complaints
and Resentments Build Up

(Numbers 15:37-40)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

who complained according to their greed, not to their necessities. That's why
we should check whether there is greed in complaints and resentments. "And
they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had ex-
plored. They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it."(Num
13:32). If complaints and resentments continue, they are transformed to be an
evil report beyond the fair criticism. A bad report is serious because it has a
similar feature to the sin of bearing false witness among Ten Command-
ments. Lastly, fornication was the final acme of resentments and complaints
of the Israelites living in the wilderness. It is not revealed properly in Num-
bers, but it is a very important part. The Bible says fornication is spiritually
leaving God and following the values of the world. It is fornication to follow
one's own greed and pleasure, not God who guides by a pillar of cloud and a
pillar of fire. Balak, a king of Moab tried to put a curse on the Israelites who
were to pass through his own territory through a prophet of Moab Balaam,
but God did not allow it. Then Balaam used a trick. He did not curse superfi-
cially, but in fact he opened the way for Israelites to be destroyed, that is, the
way for them to fornicate. Eventually, the Israelites are to be judged by God
due to their fornication, and from this point on, stories of complaints and re-
sentments no longer appear in Numbers. It's because the last stage of com-
plaints and resentments is fornication. You are to leave God, your heart is to
become dark, and your thoughts are to become dull.

Blue cord, the reminder to keep the room for the covenant

"The Lord said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘Through-
out the generations to come you are to make tassels on the corners of your
garments, with a blue cord on each tassel(Num15:37-38). If you make tassels
on the corners of your garments, that part comes in sight clearly. In addition
to that, if you tie a blue cord to tassels, it becomes more visible. God made the
Israelites put visible device on garments. "You will have these tassels to look at
and so you will remember all the commands of the Lord, that you may obey
them and not prostitute yourselves by chasing after the lusts of your own
hearts and eyes."(Num 15:39). The blue cord was the remembrance device
which prevents people from chasing after the lusts of their eyes and prostitut-
ing themselves. The reason the faith degenerates or the reason we fall away is
that we are not awake. If you are not spiritually dark but awake, you can over-
come complaints and resentments. I hope you remain resolute to be always
awake in order to live a good life of faith. Offering this resolution to God, the
Israelites attached 'a blue cord' a remembrance device to their garments. Even
though it is not a blue cord on each tassel, we also need a visible remem-
brance device today. I hope our church will be the very blue cord. I hope the
worship at the church I admire and the church where Jesus is present during
the worship service can be the blue cord which makes us remember the cove-
nant. "Then you will remember to obey all my commands and will be conse-
crated to your God. I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt to
be your God. I am the Lord your God."(Num 15:40-41). We should remember
we are saved children of God. As to the world, we should also remember we
have been given the weighty office of the ambassador of God. And we should
remember the covenant that God has made us His inheritance. Numbers re-
cords that for this, 'a blue cord on each tassel' was made as a reminder. We
also need such a reminder. Sacrament is one of them. I bless in the name of
the Lord that through a 'blue cord on each tassel' which God shows us, the

spiritual eyes that can see Jesus will be open.
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