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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

ATTITUDE OF DISCIPLESHIP

4 I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. " So, for my

part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. “® For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for
it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. "” For in it
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man
SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.” (Romans 1:14~17)

n today’s Bible verses, Paul reveals his attitude of discipleship. He

says, "l am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to
the wise and to the foolish”(v. 14). He is committed to everyone who
does not believe in Jesus Christ, and is ready and willing to preach the
gospel, “So, for my part, | am eager to preach the gospel to you also
who are in Rome”(v. 15). Not only does he have an enthusiastic
responsibility for unbelievers, but also he is not embarrassed about the
gospel, "For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God
for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the
Greek”(v. 16). He knows that in the gospel "the rightecusness of God
is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘But the righteous man
shall live by faith’”(v. 17). This is Paul's attitude of discipleship. What is
your attitude of discipleship? Are you really thinking about other
people’s souls and sharing the gospel with them? Let us look at Paul to
see how our attitude of discipleship measures up.

Paul was honest about himself, in front of God and others. He
truthfully claimed to be carnal, “but | am of flesh, sold into bondage to
sin"(Rom. 7:14). Before he met Jesus, he tried to sclve his own
problems through his conscience, but miserably failed. Everyone who
tries to be good through their own heart and efforts falls short because
all humans belong to the flesh. We cannot become spiritual, even
when we stay away from sin, because we are unrighteous. We are
born enemies of God, and only God can change our position and give
us the blessing of spiritual holiness. God promised, “| will put My law
within them and on their heart | will write it; and | will be their God, and
they shall be My pecple”(Jer. 31:33). Paul confessed his miserable and
shameful condition, “Wretched man that | am! Who will set me free
from the body of this death” (Rom. 7:24)?

Paul clearly understood the problems and tensions between the flesh
and the Spirit, “For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the
Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so
that you may not do the things that you please” (Gal. 5:17). Humans are
so smart and many people desperately try to do good by their flesh and
own wisdom, which leads to real trouble. Human flesh contains all
kinds of terrible things, like immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry,
sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes,
dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and even more
things like these. Spiritual things, like love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control come
through the Holy Spirit, not the flesh(Gal. 5:22&23).

Only the grace of God, Jesus Christ, can bring spiritual things into
human life. Jesus met Paul on the road to Damascus. Paul found the
truth because of God's grace. Jesus called Paul, and Paul accepted

Him. Now, his attitude glorifies, not disgraces, the gospel. Because of
Jesus Christ, not his own effort, Paul could proclaim that he was not
ashamed of the gospel, "but thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ”(1 Cor. 15:57). Paul found the
truth and knew he owed this truth to others, “And do not be
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good
and acceptable and perfect”(Rom. 12:2). His heart desired to go to
everyone whose soul was unsaved.

Every believer receives a special gift, “As each one has received a
special gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the
manifold grace of God”(1 Pet. 4:10). Are you using your gift to fight
against others or to fight against sin? Romans 8:38&39 say, “For | am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth,
nor any other created thing, will be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Here is ample reason to
practice your faith in Jesus Christ. As a preacher and an apostle and a
teacher, Paul said, "For this reason | also suffer these things, but | am
not ashamed; for | know whom | have believed and | am convinced
that He is able to guard what | have entrusted to Him until that day” (2
Tim. 1:12). Do you have this kind of attitude? Paul told the Romans,
“But | am speaking to you who are Gentiles. Inasmuch then as | am an
apostle of Gentiles, | magnify my ministry”(Rom. 11:13). Paul looked at
his job as glorious. Are you proud of Jesus Christ?

God gives you everything, if you give up everything. Everything Jesus
gave to Paul, Paul magnified. 1 Corinthians 1:1 says, “Paul, called as an
apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God.” God's grace is amazing!
Paul says, "But may it never be that | would boast, except in the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to
me, and | to the world--- From now on let no one cause trouble for me,
for | bear on my body the brand-marks of Jesus”(Gal. 6:14&17). He
told the Romans, "I know that when | come to you, | will come in the
fullness of the blessing of Christ”(Rom. 15:29). What he received from
God, he gave to others; wherever he went, he gave the blessing of
Christ, Do you bless others with Christ?

My dear friend, what is your attitude of discipleship? Please confess
your sin and acknowledge your wretchedness. Can you proclaim, "l am
a sinner, but by the grace of God Jesus touched me, and | am not
ashamed of the gospel. Now, | owe everyone who does not believe in
Jesus Christ the opportunity to believe. My duty is honorable! My job
is the best.” Please pray for God to give you this strength, this attitude.
Amen. H
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