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|| Sermon for Next Sunday |

NOTHING TO GIVE

® Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, " “Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and stay

there; behold, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you.” -+ " So she went and did according to the
word of Elijah, and she and he and her household ate for many days. " The bowl of flour was not exhausted nor
did the jar of oil become empty, according to the word of the LORD which He spoke through Elijah.
7 (I Kings 17:8~16)

severe drought in the land of Samaria, brought on by Elijah’s
Aprayer to the Lord to stop the rain (v. 1), caused a Gentile woman
to notice that death was near. She was a widow with only one son,
and their food supply had finally dwindled down to a last meal. God
came to this woman in her situation and changed it. She was very,
very poor, no riches at all, and she was very, very depressed, no joy
at all, but God changed everything. This Gentile woman knew Israel’s
God. Somehow, and | do not know how, she became a believer in the
Jewish God. She cried out to the Lord God and He came to her.
Whereas depression closes you in, her faith led her to go out and
_collect sticks to cook what little she had left. She was waiting for
somebody from Israel to visit her. God told Elijah, "Arise, go to
Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and stay there; behold, | have
commanded a widow there to provide for you"(v. 9). God came to
this woman in her dreadful situation and asked her to take care of
one of His servants. What a wonderful ministry!

Sometimes God sends people your way. If you do not have
anything, like this widow, and your sent visitor asks you for
something, what are you going to do? Most people will say, “Get out
of here, | do not have anything.” The widow truly had nothing, but
Elijah asked her first to bring him a cup of water, "So he arose and
went to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of the city, behold,
a widow was there gathering sticks; and he called to her and said,
‘Please get me a little water in a jar, that | may drink”(v. 10). Getting
someone a “little” water, even during a time of drought, is not too
much. As 'she went to get the water, Elijah also asked her, “Please
bring me a piece of bread in your hand”(v. 11). Now, things get
difficult. For most people, this second request would be too much.
This absolutely requires faith. The widow knew she only had one
small meal left, barely enough for her and her son, and she honestly
confessed to Elijah, "As the Lord your God lives, | have no bread,
only a handful of flour in the bowl and a little oil in the jar; and behold,
| am gathering a few sticks that | may go in and prepare for me and
my son, that we may eat it and die"(v. 12). This Gentile widow
confessed her exact situation; she did not exaggerate. She spoke the
truth, and the truth became a blessing.

Elijah told the widow, "Do not fear; go, do as you have said, but
make me a little bread cake from it first and bring it out to me, and
afterward you may make one for yourself and for your son”(v. 13).
This request was a test, checking to see whether she had faith. Was
she really a believer? She did as he asked, but with fear. Elijah
specifically told her, “Do not fear,” but fear somehow always cresps
in. After the Fall, humans feared the Lord. Adam said to God, “I heard
the sound of You in the garden, and | was afraid because | was

naked; so | hid myself"(Gen. 3:10). Sin causes the human heart to
fear. We have all kinds of fear. We are rich in fear over health, family,
business, money, kid's education, and you name it issues. Elijah,
God's servant, told the widow not to fear, to serve God first and then
herself. God must always come first, not yourself or your spouse, not
children, and certainly not your material belongings. Matthew 6:33
says, "But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all
these things will be added to you.”

This Gentile woman had a choice to provide for God's servant. Her
decision was voluntary. She could give or not give her last meal to
Elijah. She was not a Jew, but she was a believer. She listened to
God. | hope you listen to Him also. God's servant told her, “For thus
says the Lord God of Israel, ‘The bowl of flour shall not be exhausted,
nor shall the jar of oil be empty, until the day that the Lord sends rain
on the face of the earth'”{v. 14). What a good news! [t was more
than she expected. She obeyed God's command, as difficult as it
was, and God took care of her future. This blessing came through her
hands.-She could take the flour and oil and make bread or not. She
could believe God's word or not. She had to forget the normal way
things worked and start praising God for His miracle. She never met
or fellowshipped with Elijah before, but she believed God and
provided for him, and an unbelievable blessing came to her.

The Gentile widow had hardly enough food for two, nothing extra.
She sincerely conveyed to Elijah her real situation, which was that
she literally had nothing to offer him, but God did not agree. He told
her that her food would never end until the drought was over. Every
time she cooked a meal, she had to sing and give praise to the Lord
God for the blessing. When people came over to visit, they saw how
little she had because her jars were almost empty, but she saw the
blessing in every meal. She waorshipped God because she believed.
During this famine, in her situation, with no husband, a child to raise,
and a guest, people had to think she was crazy. This is the picture of
real faith. If you just look at this earth, which has a bunch of
depressing problems, you can fall prey to your circumstances, but if
you look at the Lord, you will praise Him. Do you trust Him? Jesus
teaches us to pray, "Give us this day our daily bread” Are you happy
with that?

Where is your faith? Lamentations 3:22&23 say, “The Lord’s loving
kindnesses indeed never cease, for His compassions never fail. They
are new every morning; great is Your faithfulness.” | believe this
woman sang this song at every meal. My dear friend, what kinds of
things do you fear? Why are you afraid? Change your fear to faith by
first sacrificing to God, and He will change your life eternally.
Amen. §
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