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(D Next Sunday’s Message By Rev, Kim, Sung Kwan @©

THE GARDEN
(Isaiah 35:1-10)

he beautiful garden described in today's scripture
Tpuxsuges relates to the coming Messiah and His
promise of eternal joy. This chapter stands over and against
the judgments described in the previous chapter, In chapter
34 the luxuriant land of Edom is transformed into a desert,
In chapter 35 the barren desert is transformed into a
splendor garden, God' s power can curse beautiful land into
a desert and bless the desert into a garden, His judgments
and blessings are final and everlasting, Humans cannot
duplicate God' s workings, We can make an oasis in the
desert and something desolate in the midst of beauty but it
is only temporary. God alone performs etemal deeds and
the deeds described in chapter 35 are eternall

Not only that but only God can produce joy, We have a

tendency to think we can make ourselves happy. Joy is a byproduct of the
presence of God in His word, We may think that we can experience
happiness without God but the reality is that we only experience an illusion
of it, It is a very dangerous illusion that produces a false way of thinking and
leads down the road to eternal punishment, God alone is the author of joy
and the blessings of receiving this abundant joy and it is well illustrated in
Isaiah’s prophecy.

God wants to share His glory with His creation, Any attempt by us ©
produce our own glory will end in disaster, It we give God His glory, He
will give His glory to us, His promise is, “The wildemess and the duu1 will
be (vs, 1),
This is the beginning description of God's almighty power to change what
is barren into fruition, This transformation produces joy and full
development, God makes the infertile become very productive - very lovely,

glad, And the Arabah will rejoice and blossom; Like the crocus”

This beautiful land that God created,
rejoice with rejoicing and shout of joy,

"It will blossom profusely And
The glory of Lebanon will be given to
it, The majesty of Carmel and Sharon, They will see the glory of the Lord,
The majesty of our God” (vs 2), God's blessings of this land are so
tremendous and great that joy overrides with more joy, The usage of
Lebanon, Carmel and Sharon are symbolic blessings of abundance, Lebanon
denotes the beautiful area of cedar trees, Carmel is a flourishing mountain
and Sharon represents the wondrous beauty of the plains, They poetically
help to describe the turning of the desert into a marvelously cultivated
garden, This kind of blessing is something only God can do. It s very similar
to the transformation that takes place in our heart when we accept Jesus
Christ as our Lord and Savior, Everything ugly and sinful is regenerated into
beauty and obedience,

The promise of this blossoming also offers encouragement to the faint
hearted, "Encourage the exhausted, and strengthen the feeble. Say to those
with anxious heart, "Take courage, fear not, Behold, your God will come
with vengeance; The recompense of God will come, but He will save you'”
(vss, 34), God's judgment will befall those not found in Christ, He will
severely punish the disobedient and unfaithful, Those who persevere and
stand firm in their faith will receive His blessings - we will be saved from
eternal damnation. There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ

Jesus! God' s divine retribution is totally just - the faithful are blessed and the

uniaithful are cursed,

This passage opens our eyes o the imporant understanding that God
comes to us, In times of weakness, we think God is so far away and
therefore He is unreachable, The truth is that God's presence is sovereign.
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He is greater than all nations, All the nations in the world and all the people
in the world who continue to oppress God's people will be held
accountable before God. Although we experience sufferings from their
persecution, God’s righteousness will prevail. Just as Malachi prophesied
“behold He is coming” in the ending of the Old Testament - we know that
He came and is coming back again (Mal, 3:1). Our hope in salvation lies
solely in Christ, Christ came to us and fulfilled His mission, He took all the
sins of the world upon Himsell and conquered death. Our only task is to
accept His gift by coming to Him and sharing it with others through the
Holy Spirit,

For the Lord is coming back! And when He does, certain things are going
to happen, "Then the eyes of the blind will be opened and the ears of the
deaf will be unstopped. Then the lame will leap like a deer, And the tongue
of the mute will shout for joy” (vss, 5-6). Yes! The healing of all infirmities
will occur, Just as Jesus assured John's disciples that He was the One by
declaring that “the blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have
leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is
preached to the poor”, so too does Isaiah’s prophecy confirm God's
powerful retum (Luke 7:22),

We are totally undeserving of these great blessings, We need to
recognize who we are and humble ourselves like Saul’s grandson did when
David showed his kindness for him and appreciate God' s sovereignty as in
the blind man from birth (2 Sam, 9:8; John 9:2), We need to understand as
we walk in faith that God is with us, just as the Israelites knew the Lord was
with them when He led them out of Egypt and through the desert into the
Promised land (Jer, 2:6),

The power of God is so great, When we speak of the lame being able to
leap like a deer, it reminds me of Peter's healing of a lame man, The
helpless cripple sought money but Peter didn't have any silver or gold,
What he did have was the power of Christ and he gave that to the lame
man, The effects of that gift caused the man who couldn’t walk not only o
walk but to leap and praise God (Acts 3:8).

Christ’ s return will also influence the nature. “For waters will break forth
in the wilderness and streams in the Arabah, The scorched land will become
a pool and the thirsty ground springs of water; In the haunt of jackals, its
resting place, Grass become reeds and rushes” (vss, 6-7). The lustrous
growth of nature and the wondrous changes of those in Christ are both
spectacular happenings that only God can bring about,

In this beautiful garden there will be a road leading to it - a very special
road. "A highway will be there, a roadway, and it will be called the Highway
of Holiness, The unclean will not travel on it, but it will be for him who
walks that way, And fools will not wander on it” (vs, 8), This special road
that God has built is specifically designed for certain people, It is designed
for Christians - those who have walked by faith here on earth and not by
sight, "No lion will be there, Nor will any vicious beast go up on it; These
will not be found there, But the redeemed will walk there” (vs, 9). Nothing
bad or evil will be present on this road; only those found clean, pure, and
faithful will be able to take the steps that lead towards their eternal home in
the garden,

“And the ransomed of the Lord will return and come with joyful shouting
to Zion, with everlasting joy upon their heads, They will find gladness and
joy, and sorrow and sighing will flee away” (vs. 10), Our hope in Christ is
not limited to this world but looks on towards the eternal (1 Cor, 15:19), We
know and yearn for the day when Christ will wipe away every tear, erase all
mouming, crying and pain and death will no longer exist (Rev, 21:4), The
new garden we anticipate to spend our eternity is filled with delights that
John reveals in Revelations 22:1-5,

The garden and its blessings are the kingdom in which we long to live
forever in fellowship with God. It's available to all those who know that
Gad loves us so much that He gave us His only Son (Jesus Christ) so that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life (John 3:16),
This is our invitation 1o rejoice etemnally! Trusting in God’s promise gives us
the blessing of sharing His glory forever and ever. The unspeakable joy of
the redeemed will be realized in the garden of eternal blessings! Amen!
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